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'Proceedi;zgs of the Madras Govzrument, Padlic Works Departinent
4th July 1873. ’

T ——

No. 73. Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., OXciating Contr il
of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R I*S, Secr:t o
? *y arvy

to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 99 1 :
g€, %2nd

May 1878, No. 601 :—

I 5AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Government Order No‘ ] 3;1’2 ‘
a , M

of the 12th instant, which refers to the south groyne in the Cocanada riyer
» and

requires me to report whether it is possible to remedy the defect in departm ta]
'S 1 en al-

v

roturns which led to a grave mistake (the commeéncement of work ex
disallowed) passing undctected by this office.
2. Tho subject being one which came before e asliort time back iy o ‘
tiony with another matter, I am prepared to give an opinion, ag requir),];nec-
_Government, and to propose a remedy. Curiously enough the remedy lies% by
observance of orders issued by the Madras Government, but not followedm !

this point I shall write further aftor indicating the course that should lay o
followed by this office on receipt of G. 0., No. 1,938, of the 14th August, 18"‘32been
which, if followed, would have led to early discovery of the mistake ' ’al}d
conrection with the Cocanada river works. ¢ made iy
3. In the orders of 14th August 1872, above mentioned, one portion o

g large project was sanctioned.  Such being tho case, this office should g niy of
t haye

passed any - expenditure without first obm‘iniug an abstract of the sancti

portion of the estimate. The abstract in this case should have been headag 1
« Constructing a training wall along the south bank of i/z;;??ocanada )

the iron bridge lo the sea groynes ;" rier from

and while this office would thus have had a clear definition of the

definition would have prominently kc'pt before the Range Officer the n

work that had been sanctioned. Moreover, the abstract, in showing ¢}
uantities of work sanctioned, would have guided this >
accepting the charges made in the Progress Reports.

4. Instead, however, of the above course being followed, the .
ed in the Progress Report as— - ’ wor
south groynes and dredging Cocanada harbour
bstract of estimate by which comparison could have |,
ned and those being carried out, €

oned

e—

Won) that
atut‘e Of ”)Q

offics 1 1e.1tems and
e 1n reJecting or

erroneously deserib k wag
' ¢ Linproving ,
and there was no'a
Letween items of work sanctio

5. It will now be appropriate to refer to the orders of the Madrag a
1nent, which T have mentioned in my socond paragraph as existing, but no IOVQY‘n.
The Orders are No. 1,524 of the 5th June 1863 and No. 1,950 of the lfllowed'
following, and I may observe that from tlu'a papers printed with Ordey NotlJuly
{he 11th March 1873, it seems clear that fozutena.nt-Colonel A. 8. Mober] ! 760 of
recognized the right of the Control'ler of Public Works Accounts ¢, v, R.I‘),,
abstracts of estimates, 2 privilege which I am sorry to find hag lapsed iy call g,
service in the department I have had ample proof of the good "Gsixlt'r dur;

A ity to give timely notice of deviations (higher rates N2 frog,
Jeviations, if continued, would most certainly cayge o
ioned estimates; indeed, I have no hesitation ip .

t
able excesses OVer sanc o
(his is about the most important part of a Controller’s duty—the "eglecti}ng:hﬂt

Whig},

will lead to disagreeable surprises like that referred to in G. 0., No, 760, v
. 3 O ﬂLQ

~ 11th March 1873.

Qn n]ado

my : o
the Controller’s abil

tional work), which obje

pressl y ‘

10

dadg;,

;“
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I’?‘oCeed‘- - .
"3 of the Madrq, pe -
* ) 4 R

Overnment, Pyupi; ‘
‘ ¢ Works 1) L ¢
N*wffi" July 1873, e

+ As —
Madrag ‘ov:l Y offico gan prody
. e .
we:;ment In 1865 (for ‘:bHOthmg.to. show that the orders issued by tho
“ODSequeng 5, .,subsequent]y Cance;’] s;xbxmssmn to the Controller of abatracts of
Office E ed, I conclude that the insufliciency and
. Stabhillxment to make use of the abstracts of
- ll())(SG documenty, My opinion, that the
rhe out by the fact that abstracts of
a8 also by the fact that the
forin (C Béa)nu?l.)‘)f Accounts and tl.le
“"ﬂltcu:d ' (')I‘ Im{s'rt‘&.ls Report remain
coluinng l.lt e details required 10
ine i . °© 14 of the Progress Reportt
g 1mpossible, in the absence of abstracts
wo_’k as sanctioned in esti-
Itl {slm“"h to Lo regrettod
. ! which are of no b
”ant’oem.e“t 18 to be continued, [ b(,,:li(; ::c(t)m.
mit such detailg iy, the l)fogl‘:ss Reports

r hiere
' i e M:talt;ot:]ut the practice now followed
Passeq y, ) I conneetig . . ) < assumed ¢}
e n wit . chiarge.
bween the Government ik t.hls subject, geen tl ©
lie Cont 't of India and tie (3, t¢ correspondence which
troller of Public Worksg Acc Yeriment of Madras relative

e a few ren . ou .
1arks wl . . nts in
ich I believe will Tespect to rates, I am

~—~a.
—m
A,
A~
~————
.
A A o e i R T i A SR

n IT
s tty DO
A ¢ v Tagraph 23, Madras

18 fory
n g enclosed for reag

18 office. 3
8, ¢ e, 1t be
Mateg g0 1 - o tell whetle » 1L be

?0 the duty of ¢
mduged to mak

View
. b o.f the U\attor.

the functions of the

wa 3

ch:cﬁever mter-xded that Controllers

ot On rates in the sense in which
¢k and scrutinize them. A S

the root of the matte .

Pect to rates 35, to point out is that
of Public Works BAbeen Misunderstood. It
Superinteng; ceou '

ld . Ilts M
rintend; e (Dlstrict) E sh.()uld ersron?
ng (Dlstrict) Enos Ugineers should

r and work out. }
l.n . {
» 10 detail, ¢, cost N8lueer woylq ‘go to

quantity (say 10 .
w 0
ould do nothing more than giy y ) cubie feet) of abour g N
fresh or new estimates ; | €17e an opinion on th work, while 4 materials
8 §; his i O BUf s
of work in the same o oPion being hageq o thuﬂlcxency o ra‘te:ia(l'ontr(:iller
ssumed in

tlat «
. estimat
es
BXCCS5S oy g, CT has t}‘ Lo
the ought it

83 s
ne loned amount

rnm
ec’;: and tg thq deep
T to 1 ¢ ry oug the Work'

)
° rates of esti.

; and in such cases

mates be those at which simila
able than the Controller to te

accounts rendered to him ? e i
and the ! m? Better that ¢}, Epos rand jf o0
oo credit of reducing rates hithert "gineer 5, s ong Who better
; er ) 0 n .
1‘5013.{ oe e'Stlmet?’ than that he shoulq be e(; Prevaijiy, e, blll ave t}, Oemd n the:
ninsu c1ent1y assumed rates, p ensui’eWOr ing on fpfﬂl:tunity
. air '
Ted in .y allure and
t P 0 Cary
residey ¥ out
Y that tha

;-lwork hag aclually y,
the rates ag ac o

OSed tO
It has beey

o e

" warn the officers concerned of impe

a

o e S A

Government, Public Werks Department,
4th July 1873.

Proceedings of the Madras

should have nothing to do with rates,
o rates is not in actually
to give reliable data
oning, estimates.

Controller not being necessarily an Engineer,
but I trust I have shown that his usefulness in respect t
fixing and checking them, but in being able, from hisrecords, '
to guide the Engineer in framing, and the Government in saneti .
Viewed from another point, it will surely be admitted that if the Controller recelYez
accounts in the complete shape in which they chould be rendered, together wit

1 1 i to
abstracts of estimates, he will always be able, even though. not an Engineer,
nding excess over sanctioned estimates.

OxpEr THEREON, 4th July 1873, No. 1,780. .
. | TaE practice of supplying the Con-
ACCOUNT, No. . A_J troller with abstract estimates which was
ordered in the year 1865, but apparently
fell into disuse before 1868, does not appear to be one that need be universally
revived on accouht of its practical utility, otherwise the Controller .Wo-uld doubtle.ss
not have suffered his right to them to be ignored. To aid in obvlatl'ng such mls;-
takes as that which occasioned the reference to the Controller, made in paragrapi
4 of G. 0., No.- 1,312, of 12th May, it will suffice that the abstract estlmatt'as Sf;ﬂ:(;
tioned by Government orders in the Public Works Department be remitte
the Controller’s office for his information. .
2. The subject of check of rates by the Controller is not one which the

t . . : in question.
Government desired to discuss when making the reference 10

(True Extract.)

No. T4.

Colonel, R.E.,

Seeretary to Goyernment.

To the Controller of Public Works Acconnts.

To District Engineers,

To the Special Executive Engineer, Wynaad.
,, Consulting Architect.

To Inepecting Engineers.

To the Chief Engincer for Irrigation.

Exd. 8. T. Austin.

Spare Copies.
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