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e Madras Government, Public Works Department

Proceedings of &
27th June 1873.

Rea.d the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
of I:ubl1c Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretar
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George 30ti

b

May 1873, No. 813 :—

No. 412.

I forwarding herewith the Statement of Unadjusted Miscellancous Advance

for the quarter ending the 31st Decembe~ 1872, [ have the honour to recomme (’;
- - - n

that the preparation and submission of this document be discontinued for the

following reasons i—
1.—That Range Officers are obliged to give information to District Engi-

necers, which has already been furnished to the Controller of Public

Works Accounts.
IT.—That District Engineers have to prepare Statements which would be
annecessary by proper action on the part of the Controller’s Office

I1L.—That the Controller’s ;Office 1 ili i

e o of Offic is mac%e.a (.:ompllmg and transmitting

office, instead © eing active in origmating inquiries as to the cause
of deferred adjustment of Miscellaneous Advances

2. Ez}ch moml'l and from each Range the Controller’s Office receives a State-
wing the Miscellancous Advances made, (1) in previous months and (2) 1
to which the Statement relates. The same Statement shov;s the ite :“
at‘]justed up to date and those still outstanding. These Statewents should ]I;s
mined af th? time and just as the Range Officers are required to exi)l;in doubt:
ful points 10 their Accounts, so also should they be asked to ex;;l‘;in why lo
outstanding advances have not been recovered. Such questions eould beyas;:lg
monthly in the Clearances and * Audit Notes,” and District Kingineers Wouldlthe
become awaro of irrogularities at an early date, and be in a positic(;n to take rcxnédi:
By the same arrangement the Controller of Public Works Accnuﬁts would
of rcasons ‘f'or what appeared to him to be irregular and 1if not
he explanation given by the Range Officer, or wit}T the ’action of the
t would be his duty to report matters to Government.

ment sho
tlie month

exa

steps.
becole aware
gatisfied with t
District Eogineer, 1
5. From the above, I trust I have shown that, without increasing the work

Rango Officer™ and without requiring District Engineers to compil: Statem n(zn
the Controller™ Office can utilize the information it reccives to clxccl;irkreir;)'hre' ti >

om to the notice of District Engincers, and (if necessary) e;en;u; 1113;

by bringing th
to the notice of Government at an early date.

4, 1donot claim to myself any originality of thought or arrangcment n t
above. I simply make use of my experience to try and remed; defects 1(el
reduce work, and 1 thercfore trust that the Government will belicve in my h(;n: It:
of purpose; and not suppose that I seek opportunities to reflect on my preydece@:o:’
S80I,

who cannot be blamed for want of experience.
I should add tha the introduction of the Statement in question was ordered
- hd '.' -y e
ont in No. 3,90u, of the 15tk Deccinber 1868, and that that order
~ ) s - ©
the Controller’s Report of half-yearly examination of Miscellancou
I have stated above that the examination should be monthl ;
thly.

D
by Governm
was hascd ot
Advance Accounts.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2%th June 1873.

No. 413. ORDER THEREON, 27th June 1873, No. 1,673.

WhiLE appreciating the Officiating
Controller’s efforts to afford as much
relief as possible to Range and District
Officers in the compilation of Returns and Statements, Iis Excelleney the GOVemo.r
in Council considers that, with regard to the particular Statement in question, it is
of great importance that the Government should be kept fully informed at rt’g“.lm'
intervals of the nature and ecxtent of outstanding advances, and he is of opinion
that the best method of supplying this information is by the quarterly ¢ Statement
of Unadjusted Miscellaneous Advances ;7 but it does not appear to be necessary t.hat
these Returns should be compiled by District Engincers, It will be sufticient
for all purposes if the Staterment is prepared in the Controller’s Office, either from
the Accounts, or separate Statements furnished directly by Range Officers; and
this course will accordingly be adopted in future.

2. It is however to be understood that it was never intended that t.he
Controller should be merely the channel of communication between Executive
Officers and the Government in regard to these advances, Lut that he fzhould,
before the submission of the general Statement, elicit all available inf()rllmtIOI.l and
indicate to Range Officers where adjustments are practicable ; unadjusted 1ten.18
only being submitted for the orders of Government. The course described in

paragraph 2 of the Oificiating Controller’s letter seems calculuted to effoct this
in the most convenient manner.

ACCOUNT, No. 31.

3. It may be observed in conclusion that, since the system of quarterly
Reports has been in operation, the ammount of outstandi

1z advances has been very
considerably reduced ;

for while in September 1868 the total stood at Rupces
9= #: e 008
%G. 0., No. 3,909, dated 15th December 1868, 202%™ it does not now exceed Rupe

14,384, aud the reduction in the number
noticeable,

4. Separate orders are passed ou the Statement submitte

(True Extract.)

of items-making up this sum is still moro

d by the Controller.

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Governmeni.

To the Officiating Controller of Public Workg Accounts
To District Engineers. '

To the Special Executive Engineer, Wynaad.

Exd. 8. T. Austin,
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