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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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No. 410. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel R. A. ROBETTS,
R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.c.,
Seerctary to Goverument, Public Works Depurtment, dated Madura,
28th April 1873, No. 366 :—

In reference to G. O, 25th February 1873, No. 614, calling on me for a
preliminary report on the subject of constructing a picr at Devipatam, I have the

1 honour to state as follows :—
"',‘ 1. The project in question has been brought forward by Mr. Riedy, the
! . . . N |
;ﬁ Supermtendout of Im"ug'étf‘m’ Le)_’lon Government, and, although it does not

appear to have ever been mooted before, there can be no doubt but that landing
1, stages, OF picr such as that proposed, is & necessity at Devipatam ; and that of
ho two proposals the pier is far to be proferred, inasmuch as it is not only a
more conveuient arrangement in itself for the thousands of coolies continually
embarking and diserbarking at that place, but it will prove a great benefit to
the surrounding country by the certain increass of the town as a place of trade.
I have recently proposed to the Local Fuud Board to restore, at as carly a date
as possible tho ol lim}l of road between Ramnad and Devipatam, and there can
be no doubt but that with that road In repuir the construction of the proposed
vipatam will give a great filli, to the traffic between that place and

pier at De
Ramnad.

9. The beach at Devipatam being very shelving, necossitates a long wade
to those who 80 down to the sea in ships, and a pier there, to be of practical use,
must be at least 770 feet long.

| 3. The cost of the proposed structure may be approximately estimated at
¥ Rupoes 8,000. The pief‘ would consist of a ven-teak platform, 9 feet wide,
supported on iron-wood piles, 'sheathed with copper between high water level and
'; pottom. The pier wc3u1d run into 3 feet, in depth, of water alongside, at low water
o Jevel, a depth which is ample for all the cargo boats used at the port of Devipatam.
The iron-wood piles can be procured from Trincomalee, and Mr. Riedy kindly

romises Cvery assistance in his power with his men and boats in landing th:

gimber required.

4, In regard to the slxarfa of the cost to be borne by the Madras Govern-
ment, the question is one which involves the consideration of many collateral
pointS- In the abstract there can be n? doubt but that the construction of a pier
at u place like Devipatam, where there is at present not a road within miles, would
not have suggested itself as a requircment for the local traffic.  On the other hand,

\ although the pier is a nechssity for the Ceylon immigrants, it must be borne in
mind that this Presidency i8 indir.ect'!y, and, in a commercial point of view, con-
siderably penefited by that immigration. During the lust calendar year the

k to Ceylon 60,000 coolies, of whom it brought back 40,000, the

agency toc . . v
¢ finding their own way back direct to Negapatam, or remaining on in
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x, Ceylon. These people were not only well fed aI.ld cared for during the short
. working season, bub cach one brought back a considerable sumn of money; whila
* ¥ o . , . o :
, \ their cmployment ml the 0011(31::1 :)GneiittL.(l to 1no sngdl e.thft the rice-growers of
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for tho maintenance of the immigrants, and which is shipped in great quantiicy
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Proceedings of the Mudras Gorernment, Public Works Dep

25th June 1873
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[4,
(Signed) G, W. WALKER, Coloncl, R.
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To the Public Department.
»»  District Engmeer Madura,
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