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Proc;eding: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23rd June 1873.

Read the following papers :—

No. 339. From T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller of Public Works
Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Sccretary to Government,

Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 23rd May 1873,
No. 631.

o PEAT
By v s e

I mave the honour to report, for the information of Government, that the
Accounts of the Mount Range for the month of March last, which should have
reached this office by the 20th April; have not yet been received, nor hus the Range

Officer replied to the several calls and reminders on the subject issued from this
office.
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2. According to the rules observed in other parts of India, a Controller of - .
Public Works Accounts would in such a case take steps to have the Accounts
prepared either by deputing a qualified man from his own office for a time, or by 5
permanently transferring the Range Accountant, if slow or inefficient, to a smaller
office;; but I find that the Controller of Public Works Accounts in Madras Las no
power to interfere in such cases, and that Accountants are appointed to, and
removed from, the department without reference to this office.

3. I honestly believe that the existing arrangement is prejudicial to the
interests both of the State and Executive Officers, and having recently fourd
mysclf in the false position of being obliged to tell a Range Officer of my inability
to comply with his application for the services of a trained Accountant, I take

advantage of the opportunity to beg that this subject may receive the attention
of Government.

4. Thave scen the correspondence (originating with G. 0., No. 1,908, dated
12th August 1872,) which contains the opinion of Mr. Brock, that the present
system should continue, and that Accountants attached to Ranges should 0t be
subordinate to the Controller, and I must confess that after perusal of that corres- :
pondence my feeling was one of regret that that gentleman’s experience had been
confined to Madras. It is no exaggeration to say that in other parts of India,
Exceutive Officers feel officially weak or strong as they happen to have indifferent
or wcll-trained Accountants, and, from my own experience as a Controller, I can
add that in numerous instances I have been able, with the entire concurrence of
Exccutive Engineers, to arrange for the employment of men in charges suited to
their qualifications, ete., by transferring the able and well-trained Accountant to

an important charge, and sending the man of less experience, etc,, to a smaller
division or range.

No. 340. From W. S”HARINGTON, Esq., Executive Engineer, No. 2 or

Mount Range, Chingleput District, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E.,

Chict Engineer, Public Works Department, dated 110, Mount Road, 1nd
W June 1873, No. 300.

Ix acknowledging the receipt of your Memorandum, No. 208, dated 2Sth
ultimo, T have the honour to state that, very much to my regret, the Accoun's of

~ the Mount Range, for the month of March, have not even yet been sent to the
Controller, but they shall be forwarded to-morrow without fail. I have already
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Procecdings of the Madras Goeernment, Public Works Departiment,
23rd June 1873.

WWMJ\.._,M VMWMM_Wv_- e ———. e Mg A e s e

stated on several oecasions to the District Engineer that the Head Accountant is
ene of the worst I have ever seen, and that the Mouut Range Office was 1n much
confusion when I took charge of it in consequence.

No. 341. Orper THEREON, 23rd June 1873, No. 1,637.

TrE state of affairs ia the Mount
Range, reported  in the Controller’s
letter of the 23rd May, and confirmed
by the Range Officer’s letter of the 2nd June, is most unsatisfactory, and the
latter officer will account to Govermment at once for the manuer in which he is
gaid to have treated the Contraller’s calls and reminders.  The District Engincer
will likewise report what steps he may have taken to obtain an cfficicnt Head
Acrountant for the Mount Range, of which he will himself take p(:rsonal charge
while the Range Officer is absent on leave.

9. It has lately been decided by Government, on the reports of officers of
the grcatcst locul experience, that it isinexpedient that Range Accountants should
‘pe in direct subordination to the Controller; and they decline to re-consider that
decision. 11is Bxeclleney the Governor in Council 18 not aware of any impedinmnt
to the adoption of the course which the Controller states that he would have
resorted to in othier parts of India, viz., the deputation of a qualiﬁe(l Accountant
from his OWN officc to supersede or instruet an inefficient Range Accountant, oF
take up his dutics till he could be replaced.  On the contrary, hc is surprized that
gome cuch expcdicn.t has- not been resorted to, and is convineed that it would be
entircly 10 conformity with the wishes of any Range Officer or District Engineer
conC()l‘nCd- The Coutroller or Lis Deputy is at present authorized and eXpC(ttcd
to inspeot Range Offices from time to time; and in the case of a Range like that
in question within a short drive of the Controller’s Office, 1is Excclleney in
Council is at a loss to understand what prevented cither of these ofticers inspecting
the Mount Office, and arranging with the officer in charge for the cfficient per-
formance of his Accountant’s duties. Mr. Moss may d@*pond upon it that his
i“,pAction would not be considercd an intrusion, al;d his offer of an ofiicient
Accountant would be t’!.\:}nkfully accepted,  Ilis statement that he recently found
him.eelt' in the false posn—mn of being obliged to tell a Range Officer of Lis inunility
to comply with bis appl’matiqm for the services of a trainctd Accountant 18, without
prther explanation, unintelligible.

r LCCOUNT, No. 23.

(True Extract.) ,

: Colonel, R.E.,

=4

| Secretary to Government.
To the Pristrict Engineer, Chingleput.
Gfficiating Controller of Public Works Accounts.

LE]

Fxl T, Austin.
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