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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23rd June 1873.

No. 335. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SITAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W.
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 3rd June 1873, No. 304 :—

IN their Proceedings, dated the 15th February 1869, No. 503, the Govern-
ment signified their approval of orders which had been issued on the Madras
Railway, prohibiting the running of more than one engine with any train. Subse-
quently, on my recommendation, and on the strength of an assurance given Ly the
Railway Authorities that two engines should on no account be attached tu any
train for the purpose of hauling a double load, the Government removed the
restriction in their Order dated the 24th March 1869, No. 991, at the sume tin e
calling attention to the necessity of adhering strietly to the wmaximum loads for
engines as laid down in the Company’s working time-table.

2. In accordance with the views then expressed by Ilis Excellency in
Council, the following departmental order was issued by the Traffic Manager :—

“ The rules limiting the loads of engines must be strictly adhered to.  Assist-
ing engincs arc only permitted for the purpose of relieving a disabled train, or to
assist a train over a ghaut, or heavy gradient, but in no instance shall the load of
such train exceed the maximum load of one engine.”

3. I have the honour to enclose a letter* from the Agent, requesting per-
mission to modify the last part of the

* No. 353, 12th May 173 above rule as follows :—

“ But in no instance shall the load of such trains exceed 22 vehicles in ascend-
ing the Salem, Coimbatore, Coopum, and Ballypully ghauts, and on all other
portions of the line the load of such trains shall not exceed the maximum load of
the largest engine, provided such maximum load is not in excess of the limit
prescribed in the working time-table.”’

4. The Traflic Manager, in the letter forwarded by the Agent; points out that

) the maximum number of vehiclisma
t Transport Regulations, Part II, page 4, troop train, under the orderst sancs

Clause 19, ‘ '

tioned by the Government of Induy, 13

22; and that, under the above quoted ruleas it now stands, it is impossible to.w'u‘k

a train of this sizo over any onc of the ghauts without increasing the maxiimum

load of one engine. The modification of the rule Las been propused in order to
obviate the necessity of dividing such trains.

5. I have had an opportunity of discussing the matter with the Railway

Authorities, and I recommend the proposal for approval.

From W. B. WRIGHT, Esq., Acting Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Cempany, to
Licutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E, Cousulting Engmeer for
Railways, dated Madras, 12¢th May 18753, No. 333.

TN enclosing you the copy of a letter from the Traffic Manager, No. C,19,6°2/294, of the Sth
instart, I have the honour to recommend that the Government will be pleased to authorize the
modification proposed by Mr. Churck to be made in the Rule regarding “ Assisting engines,”
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