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No. 294. Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Seceretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 13tix
May 1873, No. 389 :—

A rereresce from the Officiating District Engineer of South Arcot sngoesty
to me the advisability of taking up at once a subject which I at first ﬁ:m,z;;.f, of
discussing with you in person, on the first opportunity. I refer to the });‘e.»(mt
arrangement under which Range Officers submit, mouthly, to Presidents of Loeal
Tuud Boards, extracts from the Departmental * Progress Reports” of all that
relates to Local Fund Works.

o The abovementioned practice being peculiar to Madras, has been care-
fully considered by me in all its bearings, and before receipt of the District Eioi-
peer’s reference above mentioned 1 had comie to the conclusion that a muditicali‘:m
was possible on a proper representation from this oftice, and on a re-consideration
by Government of the eircumstances under which the arrangement was originally
thought neeessary.

3. I would first solicit consideration of the demand recently made hy the
Vice-President of the Local Fand Board of the Virdachellum Cirele on the D;Stl'ict
Enginecr of South Arvcot for ¢ copies of the deluiled bills submitled by the Overseers,” in
addition to the usual extract from the Progress Report mentioned in the 1st para-
graph. The District Engineer questinne(l the necessity of the additional documents
and remarked on the limited establishment attached to the Range Office as hcin':
quite unequal to meet the call for extra vo ichers, ete. T agreed with the Distri:;,
Fngincer in the above, but as the Vice President in making the demand also
offered, if necessary, the services of a clerk, I suggested to Mr. Norfor that the
demand should be compiied with, adding that it was my intention to addiess
Government not only on that particular point, but also on the general subject of
Public Works Expenditure from Local Funds, with -the view of ascertaining
whether the present practice of submitting monthly accounts to Local O{ﬁcm;
might not be niodified.

~ 4. When it is considered that pronerly qualified officers of the Public Works
Department incur the ()uﬂin.y. on Local Fund Works, and that, while Distriet Envi-
necrs are resp(msib]u for proper work and fair rates, the outlay is not admitted bv
the Controller of Public Works Accounts till properly vouched for, it soemva
unnecessary, if not objectionable, to require Executive (Range) Officers of the Publie
Works Department to alse satisfy the Local Civil Ofticers that the outlay has been
aduully incurred, by furnishing copies of the detailed bills, ete., on W}lic}; payments
were made.  Sanction haviug been given to, and funds provided for, the c(;nstru(lt-
tion of Local Fund Works by the azeney of the Pablic Works Departinent i’t
seems to me that the Local Civil Officers should be satisficd with the bare j'-‘.t
relating to those works, viz., first sanctioned amount, sccond outhay, andJ “d.(’?
date of completion. To ask for more information is to inerease wurk“und to (.:m“(
jrritation by the iinplicd doubt as to the correctness of the uceounts vende :mm
Ranve Officers to the Controller of Accounts, and I would therefore %I‘ui by
reeownmend that ealls for information regarding expenditure on Lacg] l“ll;ui {”“glv
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23k sune 1873.

No. 296. Orper THEREON, 20th June 1873, No. 1,616.

Tue Acting Controller of Public
Works Accounts does not appear accu-
rately to have apprehended the relative
positions of the Public Works Runge Oificer and the Loeal Fund Board in bring-
ing forward his proposition that the latter should receive a‘ccounts of expenditure
by the former through his office or that of the Accountant General only.  In their
Uﬂrdors of the 8thy, 12thy and 28th of March 1873, Nos. 753, 780, and 85, two at
least of which appear to have been communicated to the Controller, the Govern-
ment have endeavoured to diseriminate between necessary aud unnecessary calls
by the latter on the former. They consider that Local Fund Doards are (.mtitled
to he supplied with early and full information as to the amount expended in each
month by the Public Works Oflicers working in their civcles, and with any expla-
nation that may be required to clucidate the details of such expenditure, not with
a view to its technical check, which is left to the Controller and District Engincer,
but to its classification under heads of Account, etc. What they desire to guard
against is the throwing of unneeessary work on Runge Offices by calls to supply
more than one copy of their Progress Reports to the Collector of the District and
ex-officio President of ull Local Fund Circles in it.

2. At the same time they have recognized the propricty of such demands as
that which appears to have given rise to the Controller’s reference, should they
be made with good cause of suspicion of improper practices; and that demand
having becn accompanied by an offer of the necessary assistance appears to the
Government to have been unobjectionable, and rightly to have been complied with,
presuming that it was only for a temporary purpose.

(True Extract.)

ACCOUNT, No. 19.

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government,

To the Ofciating Controller of Public Works Accounts. -

To District Engineers.
To the Special Exccutive Fngineer Wynaad.
Financial Department.

Al

Fxd. S. T. Austin,
Spare Copies.
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