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S - ¢ Ponniah,
° Guard Reid.
‘ *  Guard Divine.

I’roceedm'rs of t/ae AIadrae Government, Public Works [department,
15th January 1873.

No. 261. Read the foliowincr letter from tho Consu.t.in& Engineer for Railwaysg,
" to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,

26th December 1872, No. T14:— :

In further reference to the Order of Government, dated the 25th November

-'1872, No. 2,771, and to my letter of the 19th instant, No. 703, 1 have the

. honour to submit, for the consideration

* No. 947, dated 21st December 1872, with . of Government, a letter® fromthe Agent

enclosures to be returned. of the Madras Railway Company, giving

the result of the trial of Pointsman Gov yindapak, who. was charged before- the

Ilcad Assistant Magistrate of Cuddapah with being absent from his post on the

night of the 28th September 1872, and thereby committing an offence punishable
under Section XXVIL of the Madras Railway Act. .

2. It will be seen that the pointsman was acquitted, there not being evidence
sufficient to prove the charge against him ; and that the Head Assistant Ma(rlstrate
has ordered hnrrme Driver Young to be prosecuted for “culpable homicide not
amounting to murder,” under Section 304 of the Indian Penal Code.

3. With reference to this, the Agent suggests that I should call Mr. Atkinson’s

. . - attention to the previous order* of °

-* No. 2,771, dated 25th November 1872. Government, m order tb show that His

Excellency the Governor in Council has already expressed his concurrence in tho
conclusions arrived at by the Committee of Railway Officers who investigated the
circumstances; but it seems to e more advisable to submit these papers for the
further consideration of Government, inasmuch as the evidénce taken before the
Magistrate at Cuddapah has thrown additional light upon the case, and the Govern-
ment will probably . desire to await the result of the prosecution which has been
instituted against Enmne Driver Younor '

L}

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 21st December 1872, No. 947.

WI’IH reference to paragraph 3 of your letter, No. 995, of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour to
inform you that the pointsman named Govindapah, who was concerned in the accident that occurred
at Ballypully on the 28th of September last, was put upon his trial on the 12th instant, charged,
under the 27th Section of the Railway Act, with neglect of duty. The case was adJourned untxl
the 17th mstant when the prisoner was acquitted.

2. I enclose, for your information, a report* on the case made by the Company’s Superin-
tendent of Police, from which you will learn

® No. 114, 19th Deo. 1872, in original (to be returned).  that, in the opinion of the Acting Head Assist-

| ant  Magistrate of Cuddapab, by whom the

case was tned the Engine Driver Young is to blame, and that he has takén steps to prosecute
him. -
3. I have this morning received from Mr. Breeks Atkinson summonses for the attendance of

Dr. vanSomeren., the officers and scrvants of the Company named

?;Ir'ﬁ:]:hh' . in the margin at the proposed trial of Young,
aniah.
Venkataroyaloo. ] - These summonses Ishall of course cause to be

gerved ; but in the meantime you will probably
consider that Mr. Atkinson’s attention should
be at once called to Order of Government, No. 2,771, dated the 25th of November 1872, from which
be will learn that the evidence in this case has been ca.refully considered by IIig Excellency the
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FProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
15th January 1873.

Al
Governor in Council, who has expressed his concurrence in the conclusions arrived at by the

Committee of Railway Officers in regard to the Engine Driver, Fireman, Under Guard, the
Station Master at Coodoor, and the Pointsmen at Ballypully. N

From the Acting Superintendent of Police of the Madras Railway Company, to the Traffic Manager
of the Madras Railway Company, dated Madras, 19th December 1872, No. 114.
Prosecution of Pointsman Govindapah. ) co
dccident at Dallypully Ghaut, 28th September 1872.

Wit reference to your C $yzyy, under date the 3rd December 1872, regarding the
prosecution of the abovesaid pointsman, I have to report, for your information, that I lost no tine
in bringing the case to Court, and the first hearing of the case was on the 12th December 1872
at Cuddapah, before the Head- Assistant Magistrate Mr. Atkinson, and again adjourned to the
17th December - ; . ) : .

The prisoner Govindapah was charged by the Company under Scction 27 of the Madras
Railway Act for being absent from his point on the night of the 25th September 1872 at Bally- .
pully, and has thereby cowmmitted an offence punishable under the abovementioned section.

.The witnesses for the prosecution, namely, Fireman Young, Venkataroyaloo, Baliah, and

- Section Maistry Ponen on oath stated that there was only one pointsman on the pight in question, _
and that one was Bacha Meah ; but on cross-examination by the prisoner’s'Vakeel,'Mr. Elliott, it
turns out that the prisouer was never sought for, or any inquiries made regarding him by any of
the witnesses, and [ was then bound by the Court to produce Pointsman Bacha Meah ; to my surprize
Bacha Meah in his statement said that the prisoner was present, and it was he who let the train
on the maia line, and Bacha Meah goes to say further in his statement that when the train came to
the platform it backed three times before the wagons could be unhooked, and the third time it backed
sharply, and it was then unhooked and the engine proceeded for two joints, after which it was
observed by Baliah that the wagons ran down the ghaut. The driver and he then tried to stop

the wagons from running : Le by getting on the brake on one of the wagons that was running down, -
and the driver by throwing sand under'the wagon wheels, but all this was to no purpose. Under
these circamstances, the Magistrate in summing up the case observed that there was not evidence
to prove the charge against the prisoner, but that there was sufficient evidence to prove he was
present at his post, and the accident did not occur through the prisoner, and therefore acquitted
him ; but, on the other hand, Driver Young was amenable to the law, and a warrant for his arrest

has been ordered to put him on his trial under Section 304 of the Indian Penal Code,** culpable

homicide not amounting to murder.”” I herewithattach notes taken by me during the trial of this

case for your information.

Curpoaran, 12th December 1872.

T. Madramootoo Pillay, Deputy Inspector of Madras Railway.—On the evening of the
28th September Pointsman Govindapah was absent from his station, Ballypully, siding 97th mile, on
the North-West ; his absence caused an accident. Iwish to have him prosecuted. Cross-examined
by Mr. Elliolt.—Pointsman Inspector Syed Ebram details work at Ballypully to the pointsmen ; hi3
bead-quarters at Cuddapah. I do not know if Syed Ebram was present. I wasnot present when
the accident took place, but I went up in November. - I received instructions on the 6th December
to pro-eed with the case. Govindapah is under suspension. I do not know who details work at

Ballypully ; as Syed Ebram is Pointsman Inspector, I suppose he does, - :
Jokn William Yo'ung.—I lived 2t Ghooty. Iknow the defendant by sight for a year orso. I

raw him at Ballypully, being a pointsman there, when dri ving the trains from Tiruputty to Cuddapah.

I drove the mail train on the 28th September from Tiruputty ; there was an accident at the

Ballypully ghaut. After the inquiry I have been reduced in consequence, but still in the employ of

the Railway, working from Ghooty to Bellary as fireman. I left Tiruputty at 5-35 p. M. on the 28th
September; my train is due at 6-45 at Codoor; it does not stop at Ballypully, but usually
passes the station about6 or 6-10 ¢, . I missed the prisoner at Ballypully on that night. I
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; nsually see two there ; the Prisoner was not the i .
! :}:e Ml;adras.z and the cher Cuddapah side, atrt?zczx;nt;?:omflf: . mf'her;' o T amonts, ane on
f ) Ma;ac _;(;omt. I do~ not know they always stop at the same poiult:n lIn?. (Ii o one
ras si i , ) ; '
ind tb: ;:}«;;nt:'nl]an,ha ﬁ;[ussulman. The plan that you show me ig nearO::ou'rtliw nIla: oll:i or
| e tho Ll apcovzrfdau ,dso I had to break my train at the bottom, . I carried::x;; four :v‘; iy
el Si,de. o Qom.g:‘o 3 Iwag?n, and I halted my train at the end of the platform tovfonc;;
i e e on o il:abuil whistled four sharp whistles to the pointsman to Iet me intoa:h
M pappaot Iet e s Iu eft me on the main line ; as Soon as I stopped at the platfo he
oo gy ntam }, : hlfS_Sll man .I}acha, Meah, came up to me. I asked hip why he did ot
o on the man:,,: lzr: w 1.sbled for it ; h.e tolg me ** what can L'do,” [ am the only ;.)Yointsni n;t put
geen Tma v:r d::kpoxr;ts, :?n.d no h-ghts;on & night like this, This conversation was i:tlxnta el:(; '
the t{:e asaistanc:’of o gn« ramning without miuch wind: whey [ stopped I i)ut the brake dm1 ’
T poetance e reman, uncoupled the enging.- My intention was toleave the - bat
,’ ! ght, take the engine round down to the rewainine part of tl i horee by
‘ no brake, [ unhooked my engine, leaving my fireman in ch:rrre of tl:e if frram "o horsebox il
{ Cuddapah, and when I got there I found no pointsman ; the so;:tion caising e Ve Powards
;  &otdown and called for Bacha Meah, but he did not come there. T} o was n s o 00 B
I saw the wagons that I lefi at the platform had gone. ® my o o ush tt foammiog, and

my lamp and went down tho line, I left my engine with first fireman, took

[ . I met Bacha Meah ke said i

. . » th .

(o 113“1; n \t ook my engine to the foot of Ballypully ghaut and we;t bI:cI:”tr;dCh;d blo“;n o frain e

i acha Mealt was the onlv poi ' ) 0doar. 1 am pesitive th

{ alone and broue} ny pomt"’.'l.m,"_?'ﬁ Ballypully that night. From the foot of th lxz) "

{ e rought wagons from Codoor to Ballypully. I swear thaton the thre B L drove
_wag the, . : e three tri

3 vas mzx:, t); ma:n tll:ere3 and on my second trip I stopped at Ballypully and spoke tonll;s l?aiia -

: onec that the other man wits rot present to anyone. Next o s acha Meah, I

¢ from Codvor to the wreck. On - passing Ballvpy! © 7 6%% moruing Cwas ordered back

{  Sccond or thi, - P g DLallypully I saw the prisoner ‘at the C it

| ne or third day afier the accident I fiyst of all mentioned to. the Ita; b oo dapals point.

[ Bacha Meah had said to me, namely, that he was alone, and had ot e Railway authorities what

i the prisoner not being there. » 80 had no fight,

|

f‘

{

{

{

{

t]l risoner ]ﬂﬂ.l n()t b u h ni h

Vencalaroyaloo Iir ) :
, ) eman.—~I know the prisoner for. th )
\ A ¢ - the last f. " poi

mlﬁl&ly- ,I Wc;rked_m the mail train for the last year and a half :;:hy;;:sl’pomtsman "

- 2Aree months ago an accident took i)lace ; th - Young.
; - s the train ; .
iL ;In‘a,ible to draw up, the driver whistled four times to go :zst;:)pp.zd 0‘7”’5 to the engine teing

- . . siding ; ;
! b e?‘g Came up ; tlfe driver told him that * I whistled ang why did not ° ; € Pomtsman- l?acha
| but Bacha Meah said I am alone, The driver spoke § . ’ Joulet us fn the giding,"
{ ~ pointsman at Cuddapah side ; then the driver vf:nte " famill- We stopped near the poir.t, but no
P Cross. . . . near the wreck. I only &
‘“ he; “’.:: eﬂiamme(.{ Ify.J[;. ?lhott.—Bacbu Meah came from the Foint and .:olda:'h Bac}'m Meab.
§ ' thinkiz: OI[;e ,ht.he drmz‘r did not take Bacha Meah to the point ; we went up to Cngnver t}'m;
{ ot ihi:t] ac Tal{ Mea.l! would come ; he would havs come if we whistled for him but Zp'ah s“.h
{ engine st , d -eI driver was on the engine. Idid not look out for .Govind’a h o o
- the drive:pie' i s t00 dark to sce any one. I swear that Govindapah Waspa baﬁer e
: whistled four times, None of us spoke to Bacha Meah when we P-"Ssed th:o _Present ;
o < point,

Jear or two. Isee him at Ballypully when my.engine goes, [ remember goj i
: i . oing
g]x;:':r,a:lli ;::(:; 1:1l :ny life. On that day the train wag smashed ; it wag unlf)okti Z‘: ttl;xer‘c:ot;YO;'] nf-
Bauy;,uuy e a;d 1e3 we;t ;Ip to Ballypully. Me., Young whistled four times and pulled u . the
wen,t o i W;V beac a ez%h came up ; the brakes were put on to the wagons and thp ine
Toxto ,t phe gons gan to slip. Bacha Meah ani) myself held on to the brakb , .
0 the incline. I did not gee Govindapah all that nizht -
tha(’: took placg between Bacha Meah and the driver, 1 nc
Govmdapgh either. I saw the maistry, but not at the point. I did not gee anybody at the A4
o - i ¢ Madrag

Ba»’tah.-——l ll eat T]ru 9 . p 2] last
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When there was an investigation I wag called and then said that
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t. 1 did not hear any conversation

in
I never went to Cuddapah poi oot \hen Llalt Tiruputty 1

. s ran down. .
point v hen the wagon ha Meah. Cross-examined by Ar.
a Meah. . X o t drag up the
between M. ]t(c;ung :la%nB:: Ballypully ; the rails were glippery ; my engine could no
did not expect to ve

Iy slow ; it was too dark to see & man unless he had a light. tIhsa»ivdli}na:.ha \l&:};
e e el s'd . he had no light. I thenknew he had not put me on hes ; : [ hen
. 'can:ae :vl:: isz: 31; point, I could not stop. I could };ave spok:z :z :;:ns;:l izg rI)} el
the last carmnag . D e-bye aro op |
him ; the eiing B W(il:;\ 083'(‘1‘:“1;‘1;};;::'“ hInceould have xy;:y)t:rain on t.he E;iding?(.1 I:;??::Si
o ot LA openel 'de betweea the lay-bye side, or Cuddapah side. Idi In; tho o 0
e l't - ha've a'dtrht. I secured the wagons, and the brakes were put.. 0
b Sh“;:““g_ s(:;:rl;:g mcl, di.d not ask Bacha Meah anything about the other pointsman.
where the p1l .

. . b
i al 1 know the prisoner Govindapa ;
Secti i mployed in the Railway.
ey becc;l'ontll&x[: l;f);xy]t:m:n Zt the 97thmile. I gotoutof the 2nd class and got on
andis

?

. he alert.
twice o put the paintstien 0; otn the enzine; it was pitch dark. I spoke to Bacha‘d l_ueah :lh?s
& ? b .y -
I stoppe . to Cuddapah point and open the siding after the riyer g9%
old bim €0 &0 acha Meah was at the Madras point ; his

y d stopped. B ;
ddapah pomtaz::l tbatpis why I told him to go there; when I found

¢ 1 thought he was looking after both that mgh.t. The
’ Dul; Lim on the siding; there was no pointsman
g I heard no conversation between

Poonie
he lives at Ballypully,

fireman got down.
we passed his point and {
ke took the engine to Cu ]
own point is the Cudd:.a.pah ‘pomt.,
Bacha Meah at the prxsolfler sog\:tl:man "

i the

e tOIdI meltod c:\}lt for I?acha Aeah ; he did not come. o commersation beween
e e and T Moah. I saw Govindapah (the prisoner) at the rreck. Dl
e (ll;iver a:od g::h:ccidfmt. when the engine was goilrlxg 1;0k (Ciooloc;:; ) Hz:,: o?l Mewh and
Cmindapal i ident ; they asked m , 1
GOYVind“Pah v — t’he hl'lettzgetah::ilteof::ri a}?;:;dlfouse; tlZe scene o.f t!xe acciden;: is Zez;vﬁzg
AT Glovmdapalh ? I;;’::lh'ouse is a mile and a half from the main 1‘me ; the p fxce dl e
his Touse v St yd’B ha Meah tell, what ean [ do for I am alone. . Cross-exa'l:me : guty g

L hei‘r . came first, , I know it is Govindapah’s point. I seet en: 3 0'01001;
i naIml(:now #3t was about 6-30 when the accident happened ; abol\\; ) pelock

Ty never'Change p f“:;l’;s ha Meaix at the wreck, I do not know when they came. . hc; ger!
o Gw“}dta Pa:: anI digcnot mention to any one that Govindapah was absent that night.
came to assistance.

p———

Cupparam, 17tk December 1872. -

. 3 - - i t
i \ the prisoner ; he is a peintsman-a
S e atens P InSpgc_t?r'tI:‘;‘: :orke p[ appoin’ted him at the Madras
. Le Madras side. I instructed pim to . oln B e
B“_“yp““y ‘1’1“ t 1‘; Bacha Meah also I appointed at Cuddapah side pomt., the ?r;lsci:;e ! n;:ipss.lon.
R s ydp“ ti; or three years ago; there is no custom to change points without p ; -
a e N 3 . 3 - rers
mentg . ined by MMr. Eliott.—I bave received information that it is usual for tig
ross-examt .

ide'point. Two or three mont :
fi:s:rt;:s:):l%dafﬁv:ieliver sanctioned Cuddapah pointsman to Madras poiut.
h is the practice. _ . .
" Bachap Meah sworn.—1 know the Ballypully I‘ointsx.nan, GovmdapCah;m Ia}l\la:dtn:;:t' ;
he last three or four months ; he is at the Madras side point. I am at Cuddap e e
b he day at the Ballypully accident. Govindapah and myself came from t- e :
re!'nember t 5e '331' aBk Govindapah remained at Madras side. 1 went to Cuddapah side. Istop;;lele
e a‘boutls oc;)xzu; and the train did not arrive at the usual time.- .I went back. to '
;?:;:a: 2(1)1‘:1 a:;l asked Govindapah why the train did not comti1 3 it v::s r;;n;zgsa;(zis:ov;ff :}(:etyl
i g8 at the Cuddapah point so I remained at he Ma as point, '
r::d;raiAnsa:lr%:;.paI heard one whistle. Govindapah lefe the .tram on thﬁ ;na:.; 1:;3. 1‘:::,:
the train passed, the Section Maistry Poonien was on the engine ; he cta. de0 Ak the
up to the engine, which was then standing at the platform. Baliah got dow

1 do not know that

hs ago one of the pointsman informed me that a *

el dme T

.q)‘

-
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- Bacha Meah went with the lantern.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
15th January 1873.°

engine ; the train was backed, the coupling was not unhooked. It was a second time it failed
also, the third time it was backed sharply the-buffers met, and Baliah unhooked the coupling. Igot
on the engine step and it moved about two rail joints. Baliah sung out the train was gone ; the
Engine Driver and I got down and ran. I got on to abrake, but the train did not stand ; the driver
put sand under the truck wheels. Baliah and myself put on the brakes ; the trucks would not stop.
I'ran down towards Madras point and saw Govindapah sitting inside the sentry box holding point
handle ; the engine was brought slowly and moved down the ghagt. I went back to the Cuddapah
side. My point is the Cuddapah point. I do not know why Govindapah did not come to render
assistance ; it was dark, and we could only see each when near. Cross-eazmined.—I haveseen tigers
-+ pass the Cuddapah side and several others. Syed Ebram appointed me to the post. I never told
Syed Ebram about the tigers, but I told thé Assistant Traffic Manager, Mer. Sandy. I never received
permission to go to Madras point, but we do so to assist each other ; my point is the Cuddapah side.
Examined by the Court.~1I spoke to Driver Young .that night ; he asked me why I had no
lantern. I told him that as the train runs during the day, the Codoor Station Master refused
to supply me with oil. Govindapah put the train on the mainline. I did not touch the Madras
side points at all. I state I heard only one whistle ; if there had been more, I should have heard
them ; if I could hear one I could have heard the rest ; it isusual to give only one whistle to warn
us and put them on the main line. I went to the accident that night. Govindapah went with me
after the engine had gone to Codoor. I asked the section maistry for oil ; he toll me to ask the
guard, and the guard gave me some ; we had one lantern bstweenus. I do not know

Jthe guard’s
name. . Govindapah was with me when I applied for oil. '

The prisoner Govindapah in defence states :—I live at Ballypully. T am a pointsman there.
I'was present-at my point, Madras point. Iheard one whistle, the usual whistle. T was sitting
iuside the sentry box and had hold of the points. I put the train on the main line as usual ; if
there had been more whistles, I should have heard them. I saw Bacha Meah standing next to the
sentry box at the time Isaw the train run away. I can’t leave my point. I saw the engine follow
the train down the ghaut ; when the engine had gone back to Codoor, I asked the section maistry
for some oil ; he told me to ask the guard and he gave mo some ; we had one lantern between us.
I was holding the point and I could not move from there ; if

I was toleave my point, and if the engine came, I should catchit. Section Maistry called Bacha
Meah, and he left his point.

‘The Magistrate in summing up the case observed that there was suficient evidence to
prove that the prisoner was present at his post, and the accident did not occur through the prisoner,
and therefore acquitted him; but, on the other hand, Driver Young was to blame, and a warrang

for his arrest is expected to put him on his trial under Szction 304 of the Indian?; Penal Codes
culpable homicide not amounting to murder, ) :

No. 262. OzpER THEREON, 15th January 1873, No. 132,

RAILWAY, No. 34,

I’ His Excellency the Governor in
Council will await the result of the -
prosecution which has been instituted

against Driver Young.

~ (True Extract.) :
. (Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Secrelary to Govermnent,

]

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways,

“

Exd. S. T. Austin, : S
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