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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public- Works Department, -
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. No. 73. Read the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer fox;
’ . Railways, dated Madras, 5th April 1873, No. 206 :—

Note on the Great Southern of Iadia Railzbizg/ * Extension between T/'z"cizihaﬁol!/,‘
/ DPalameottak and  Tulicorin, inspected .in the moiths of = February and
Marek 1873, e e ‘

.
-

I uave the honour to submit the following report ﬁpoh» the progress (;f
the works under construction along the extension of the Great Southern of India
Railway™ from Trichinopoly to Palamcottah and Tuticorin, which I had . the
pleasure and advantage of inspecti_ng during this and last month with Mr, Logan

. the Chief Engineer of the Great Southern of India Bailway Company. m

District I—Lexern 15 Mizes 57 Craixs,

2. The first two miles of line in this district have not yet been touched i;l
consequence of the arrangements for junction with the open line at Trichinopol
being still under the consideration of Government, It is to bo hoped that the

question will be settled at an early dite. o .
1 If it is not, delay and extra cost will probably be incurred in passing
nent-way materials, girders, etc.,.down .the line from Trichinopbly. ’a
. The copstruction of the station buildings, ete.y at Trichinopoly is algo o eces.
sarily delayed. : .
3. Eurthwork.—The earthwork of seven mil:gs, viz., the 3rd, 4th, 5p 6,
‘7th, 8th, and 10th has been completed. , In the remﬁ‘ining miles it is we]] ,a . » 6th,
4. About 166,000 cubic_yards, or rather mre than two-fifths of thanced,
estimated amount of earthwork, had been corupletad, o b e tota)

5. When describing the earthwork of certain miles alon

f

perma.

g the Hl’le as C;)m-
WL UD to their fy]]
h and depth’ but in
p of bankg for alog

, has not Yet been

height and width, and the cuttings excavated to their full wid¢

fencing, turfing, and other work properly called earthwork

~“carried out, or is only in various stages of progress, .

' 6. Masonry.—There are only two masonry works of cousider
constructed in this district, viz., a girder bridge of five 30
the Coryaur river near Trichinopoly, and one of four 20 feet gir
the 4th mile 20th chain. Excavations for the foundations of the 1
commenced a few days ago.

7: When I last inspected the Coryaur bridge in Jy]
tions of the north abutment had just been put in, and exc
nex! it were in progress. : .

Since then tlie north abutment and’ Piers Nos,

a.ble size to bB
feet Spans ovey
der openings at -
atter work Wereu

Y 1872, the foung,.
avations for ¢y, pier

Ty T 7 T P L S N IV]

i T P T

A oar m @ sk

L -
.
I T T I - ST I T T R o T T T TS S S P H PV U Prvep ey - T S

A Cacamadd

. cbmpleted.

I. and 1T, next jt havye been‘

", The stream has been diverted

through the two ﬂorth

piling put in on one side of the excavation for Pier No. II7,

ope_nings and sheet

*8. The slow progress on this work 1s more apparent th )
neers have had considerable difficulty to contend with in gegt;, th nej. -
down, the excavations constantly filling in with fine sand apnq Wgt e foundy ti:ns
a large amount of baling and excavating. - . ater, ne(’%ﬁitaﬁm

" The monsoon and the heavy and unexpected raing in the b i
] eZwnn]
. “vellllp

a0 real. Tpo E

*
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.month of course put a com

-oth and 6th.
_7th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th.

most others along the line,

9. When describing the present condition of some of the m
“completed, ” 1 wish it to be understood that in the case of culy
bridges, the culverts are covered in, and the arches of the bridges h

that they are in fact 8o far completed as to admit of an engine a
over them,

asonry works as
erts and arched
ave been turned ;
nd train passing

I have described as completed all in which the
piers and abutinents have been raised to girder bed level, and which, supposing
' Parapets,
38, ete., will have to he constructoed afterwards, but their absence js no bar to
mat.rial traing being passed over the bridges.

10. A large amount of stone has been ecarted to, and chunam is being pre-
Pared at, the siteg of many bridges along the line, but in this report I have not
mentioned any masonry work as commenced in which the actual work of construe-
tion had pe been started, viz., the excavating for and laying down of the
foundations,

1. The number of cubic yards of Inasonry and earthwork completed
has Leen given up to the end of February 1873, .

Districr 1[.—Lexgri 15 MiLEs 21 Crnaixs.
12, Earthwork.~In this ?district the earthwork of scven miles has been
completed, viz., the 9th, 10th,;11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th.
In four other miles, viz,, the 3rd, 4th, 6th, and 8th, it is well advanced, and

rather more than half the total estimated amount of earthwork, had been completed.

13, Masonry.—The only bridges of any importance in this district are one
of three and another of four 20 feet girder openings. Neither of which had been
Commenced. Nineteen smaller works were, however, under construction,

About 660 cubic yards, or a little more than one-fourth the total estimated
amount of masonry, had been exccuted.

Districr ITL—Lexcra 15 Mipgg 99 Coarxs,

W.  Eartlwork~The earthwork of two miles has been completed, viz., the
In ten other miles the work is well advanced, viz., the lst, 2nd, 3rd,

In the remaining miles work has been
commenced. About 95,000 cubic yards, or about one-third of the total estimated
amount, had been completed,

15.  Masonry.—The bridges of most Importance in
ree 30 feet girder spans, none of
which had been commenced, Nine bridges of minor importance were in progress,
About 340 cubic yards or one-twelfth of the masonry of the district wasg completed,
‘ Disterer IV.—Lexgra 15 MrLes 13 Cuapys,
16.  Eurthworl.—A very large amount of
this district, cleven miles being completed, viz., the 1st
11th, 12th, 15th, 14th, and 15th, and 4] the other
cubic yards, or Seven-tenths of the tota) estimate
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department,
_ Tth May 1873.

importlant bridges are one of two 30 feet and
17. Jlfa.songg..;_;l“;heir’;::topenpi ngs, the latter work is to be a skew bridge,
an(oltl}et 'Oti:tlcjd at t;e gth mile and 40th chain of the district. It hag Jjust been
and 18 si :
commenced. : ils have been driven in to retain the sheeting
18.. A numbf?r Zil'l }:gfll]?ixzaal‘l'iﬁons for the foundations. Some of the rails
which is to bc.a put(;n_l' n in only 9 feet, whilst others again close by do not stop
StOI.’ after bemgb nvedriven down 17 feet. The depths to which' the rails go
until the.y have eenl a bottom of boulders would appear to be indicated.
down being so unequa i) ridges of minor importance have been commenced ; of the§e
19. Twenty-twﬂ:1 o e% 's0 in masonry as well as earthwork the progress in
eleven‘ ha.ve beenbcol (lrardeci as very satisfactory. "1,514 cubic yards of masonry,
this district may by rec-third the total estimated amount, had been completed.
or rather more than B?:TRICT V.—Lexetr 15 Mivss 22 CHaixs, .
Jwork.—Twelve miles of earthwork have been completed, viz., .the
20, L 1'116;0'6-“] 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 13th, and.14th. The remaining
ls"i’ 3rd, 4thl,) !‘501:” ;eésin’" . e’ry fairly. About 139,000 cubic yards, or more than
miles were prog >

ted.

imated amount, had been comple

tWO—ﬁftthlf fhe ;Otazl‘?lssllr;lrvest bridge; to be constructed are one of three 20 feet
21. asonriy.— (24

b s, and another of two 20 feet girder openings. - Neither of which had
"arch spans,

i minor importance were in progress. About
been cox}nnenced. El:;;’;ﬂ?”;?%ﬁse Zfasonry of tlhe district, was finished.
800 cubio yards, or o Disrrict VI.—Lexcta 15 MiLks, lted. <
twelve miles has been completed, viz.,
° Earﬂ;wm(ji,:il_’;lizl}ie Siirtl;?:‘;lo,ﬂliozlf, 11th, lféth, 13th, 14th, and 15th. The
in ﬂfe. Brd, -51“’ re, wel,l ad,vanced. About 155,000 cubic yards have been
B T ore than seven-tenths of the estimated total amount, .
completed, or rather ?l bridges in this district are all small, a double girder
?3. i]‘l[clzgonéi-t"'s‘pa;i an d: single girder opening of 20 feet span, being the
opcmng O .
largest. ' r brida been commenced and about 350 cubic
) Fourtcen of thi Slfr'l?ll\l:x;olt);i:fislnzftl:g amount of masonry, had been executed.
yards, or one-seventh o District VII.—Lexer 12 MiLes, _ ‘
k.—Six miles of the earthwork are completed, viz., the Ist,
24, Earthuwork: d Oth, and the remaining six miles are well adx:anced. o
3rd, 4th, 7th, 8th, anTl e I’nost important bridge to be constructed in the dlS.tI‘ICt,
25.  Musonry . 1's that over the river Vigay at Madura. I.t is. to consist of
or on the WhOh? line, leninas, All the other bridges of the 7th district are 81.na11,
fifteen 70 fee.t gl:ft‘;lzg to fhat over the Vigay being one of two 20 feet girder
the next in imp

-

openings. ations for the foundations of the Vigay bridge had just been
The excav

=G. h Madura on the 20th of last month.
I passed through
commenced when

eti tions for
] beine driven in to support the sheeting round the excava
Piles were 8

. ' ince learnt .
ier t to the south  abutment. I have since
i ¢ iz., the pier nex
Pier No. XI1V,, viz.,

ived at for the foundations of the
. d gravel has been arrive . .
that & firm b ed :l)f kz: kf :3 afietgbelow the surface at the point of excavation or 11
above mentioned pier,

feet below the bed of the river at its lowest point. -
ce

e

A
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7. Little or no water was met with ; one picottah sufficing to keep the

excavation dry. The first course of masonry was commenced on the 12th of this -

month,

28.  The stone for the Vigay bridge comes from the Skandamallay quarries,
about five miles south of Madura. Itigof excellent quality and is being worked up
in fine large blocks, each course is dressed and arranged on the ground before

being built in, Twenty-cight smaller bridges and culverts have been undertaken,
and of these twenty-five have been completed,

D;STRICT VIIL—Lexera 14 MiLes 77 CHAINS.

and

work has been completed, or about three-tenths of the total estimated amount.

30.  Masonry.—The largest masonry works in the 8th district are a girder
bridge of seven and another of six 30 feet openings.
The former is to be constructed

over the Goondaur river, which is broad and
shallow at the point of crossing.

The bridge has been laid out on a 1} mile curve.

The excavations for the north abutment were being dug at the time of my

visit. ,
The soil promises a good bed for foundations at a moderato depth, being a

mixture of kunker, morum, and rock. A good deal of stone has been collected and
dressed at the site of this bridge.

31. The bridge of six 30 feet girder openings above referred to is to be
constructed over the Sheverycotta river, which is a tributary of the Goondaur.

Excavations for the abutments at each side of the river were in progress, and
a Jarge amount of stone had been collected at the site.

32. Desides theso two bridges, nine others of minor importance were in
progress. An aggregate of about 1,200 cubic yards of masonry had been com-

Pleted in the Tth and 8th districts, or about one-ffth of the total estimated amount |

for the two.
District IX.—Lexets 14 Mies 69 Crarxs.

33. Eurthwork.—The earthwork of the Ist, 2nd, a
In the 3rd, 9th, 11th, 13th, and 14th miles it is in progress,
had not beca commenced. About 72,000 cubic yards,
estimated amount of carthwork had been completed.

84, Masonry.—There aro few large bridges in this district, one of nine 30 fect

and another of three 20 feet girder openings, being the two of most importance. *

The larger of the two is to be constructed about & mile to the south of Virdupatty
over a tributary of the Vypar river. About 40 cubic fect of masonry had heen
completed, or about one-eightieth of the total estimated amount.
. Dustricr X.—Lexera 14 Mires 67 Crains.
35.  Earthwork.—Earthwork has been commenced in tho 1st, 3rd, 5th, Tth,
8th, 9th, and 13th miles. About 28,000 cubic yards, or rath
of the total estimated amount had been completed,

29. Earthwork.—The earthwork of the 3rd, 7th, 8th, 9th, 12th, 13th, 14th, .
15th miles has beencompleted, and the remaining miles well advanced ; in the :
7Tth and 8th districts, an aggregate amount of about 154,000 cubic yards of carth-

P

e
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nd 7th miles is completed,
and the remaining miles .
or three-tenths of the total -

er more than one-tent},

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tth May 1873. !

36. Masonry.—This is about the most important district on the whole line
reg a.;'ds bridee-work. Theriver Vypar will be crossed at Satoor on a bridge of
as =)

et girder openings. )

twe1¥llzoéinn§cherry river, one of the chief trib?taries.of the. Vypar, on a bridge

of five 70 feet girder openings, and twq other minor tributaries of the Yypar on’
bridees of five 50 feet and one 70 feet girder openings. ' |

o37 Beyond the collection and preparation of .matenal for the large bridges’

ittle h -d been done. One or two small works were in progress, but only about 30

ht’lt)'e ;ard:eof masonry had been executed, or about one two-hundredeths of the

cubic ‘

total estimated amount.
- Disteer XL—Lexete 16 MiLes 29 Cralxs.

38. Earthwork.—In this district the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th miles have«

been completed and the 10th and 17th commenced.
About 62,000 cubic yards or one-fourth of the total estimated amount of earth-
ou N

completed. , |
Work3gas l;ielz:onry -p—One bridge of three and another of one 30 feet girder open-

he largest to be constructed in this distriet. About 200 cubic yardsof

ings are ¢ otal estimated amount has been completed.

t
R one‘tent;;;:ii XII.—Lexetr 17 Mires 60 CHArxs,
40. Earthwork.—About seventeen miles' of the earthwork in this district
b ‘ considered as completed. 136,000 cubic yards of earthyvorl;, or more than
iter ths of the total estimated amount, had been completed.
nme':,in jll(:tsonry.;-The amount of masonry in this district is small, but it has

sed well. 800 cubic yards or about half of the total estimated amount was
progres .

com%e??i:es of three 20 feet girder openings are the largest works to be constructed
ri )

in Distrch XIL. Distrier XIII.—Lexeta 16 Mires 30 Crarxs.

Earthwork.—The earthwork of fourteen miles has been completed. The
e o still in progress at the time of my visit. About 167,000 cubic
8th and 9% ngfths of the total estimated amount, had been completed.
yards, or four- —The masonry works in this district are small, with the excep-
. 4?' b,n-[gitzﬁ(')!? four and another of three 50 feet openings. '
ton ¢ o "o the minor works were in progress. About 330 cubic yards of
Eight of o xecuted, or one-eighth of the total estimated amount.
masonzy Lo be'en ; this di,strict passes for several miles before entering Tuticorin
44 Th? 1;:;9 lsany soil, which drifts greatly in the strong winds, which at -
. nl;gof,tbe year prevail in the Tinnevelly District. o
certa sorto : Jerable amount of the railway embankment close to Tuticorin
4. A conslblel‘an away. This will have to be made up again. The Chief
has b e ?lmOSt owthat when it is being done, a coating of earth will be put
g mfom:isbmek of sand, and plants with binding roots, such as are usually
over t ho enens -a: encoura,rred as much as possible to grow on the slopes. -
oot nel) sar;l(}y d;it;w ;’ observecf that very indifferent stone had been collected at
40, asonry.—

the sites of several bridges in this district.

over a fine, 1
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None of the stones being much larger than a man’s head, many of them
much smaller, of all shapes but those best adapted to building purposes, and all of
bad quality. o

47. I wasinformed that this stone had been passed and paid for by the Engi-
neer in charge of the district at the time of its collection. There is difficulty

in getting good stone within easy reach of the line in the 13th District, and
contractors were not readily found to supply it.

"The Chief Engineer being aware of this dificulty had requested the District
Engiueer to encourage contractors as much as possible to undertake the supply of
stone, but when the quality of the stone supplicd was found to be so utterly bad, the
District Engineer should neither have passed nor paid for it. The Chief Engineer

informs me that it will not be used except for concrete or for protecting portions
of embintments near waterways.

48. The difficulty in procuring good stone in this district will make the
masonry dear; itis fortunate, thercfore, that the amount of masonry to be exccuted
is less than in most of the other districts.

49. It is important that the brid
way mraterial will probably be landed
the middle of this year.

50. With the
indifferent building
line, viz., 215 miles,

ge work should be pushed on as permanent-
at Tuticorin and platelaying commenced by

except.ion of the stone above referred to, I did not notice
material cellected anywhere along the whole length of tlie
p .

Districr XIV.—Lescrtr 15 Mirrs 57 Cmaixs,

51.  Larthwork.—In this district, which terminates the branch to Tinnevelly,
there are ninc miles of earthwork completed, viz., the Ist, 8th, Oth, 10th,
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th; the 3rd.4th, -5th, and 7th

: are in progress.
The other miles had not been commenced.

“About 160,000 cubic yards, or rather
more than three-fifths of the total estimated amount, had been completed.

52. - Masonry—With the exception of the bridge over the Chittaur of ten
70 fect girder openings and another over one of its tributaries of three 80 fect
girders openings, the bridges in this district are small.  As there are many culverts
and 6 feet girder openings however to be constructed the number of cubic yards

of masonry is larger in this than in the other districts with the exception of
Nos. X, and VII,

_53.  Beyond the collection of material for the large bridges there had 1'101: been

much done, About 140 cubic yards of masonry, or one-fortieth part of the tota]
estimated amount had been completed. -

54, Although Districts IX. to XIV. are not so far advanced
VIIL, it must be remembered that the Enginecrs were not in
“deal of the land through the Tinnevelly District until 11,
(1872). The progress; especially in earthwork, in the last si
fore be rcgarded as very satisfactory. -
55. A considerable amount of turfing had been carricd out at intervalg alono
the line, and the grass appeared to be thriving well as a rule on the slopes (,of
embankments. The heavy rains which fell in the beginning of February were

as Distriets I, to
possession of a good
e close of last year
x districts may there-

- s

) vy e L o™

. .-
[ PSS

. e N et e

e

- o et o r———p———a——

T e . S

- Tinnevelly,

}

’
A

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
° 7th May 18173.

. end of February, however, turfing was put a stop
:ﬁrzs :’;:ngll a:v.as ;f: :;ﬁgf;foeo dry and hard to )(r:arry out this description of work
Wlth5aéivalxa§:;d deal of vegetable fencing has been planted, and is on the whole
thriving Weui graphic cox'nmunication has for some weeks past been established
betwi:I.l t’}I}‘; %:l:.?e[; Engineer’s Office at Trichinopoly a.nd those oi: the. District
Encineers all the way down the line as far as Pandaural?ohe'm, about six miles from
Ti:nevelly and Mootanillaun, abou? 3} miles .from ;‘Pl:t;c(;rm.h is so far finished
58. It appears a pity that since the ling o e.ebrapu g hrown
1 so easily be pushed on to Tuticorin and Tmnevf% ¥, 1t 1s not thrown
and cou blic. It would in all probability pay at least its own expenses.
open s th’i‘p‘:hel c(;outh of Tiroomungalum there are a good many heavy banks of-
59. , 0 . which it is o be feared will have the same insatiable capaclt.y for
black co.t on §0 b, 1last as portions of the North-West Line of the Madras Railway
swallow1:1g up aaz be dono but to feed such places with ballast so long as they
have.. I;zzl:t’:gi ecd Fortunately there is a plentiful supply of very fair ballast
remain . ]

:<tances apart all along the line. .
* beEhad aﬁ:?::ttgésbﬁzk cgtton soil it can be obtained generally at a depth of
ven

from 3 to I5 feiz;le places, where the line is almost on the surface, it is a question
) th. y ::uld not be better and cheaper in the end to run it in cutting thrm%gh
:;eeblzzk cotton soil so as to get down near the hard substratum instead of feeding
. , il it has been satisfied.
B s o oot th ol o
’ who told me that he felt sure the manufactu?e and sale of salt at Tuti-
. ould be largely increased on the opening of the hne,. and that arrangenfents
corin wo 1 t% meet the increased demand for salt which would be certain to
were being nIl: a;pears probable that a wide extent of the Madura as well as the
;!)i:zfvlc:ﬁ;r District will be served with sal‘t fro.m Tutmgrn; t Duticor; .
62. There is a considerable traffic 10 piece goods be ween  Luahcorin an
Mad I observed many bandy loads going northward be'tween Covilputty and
adura. The bandy traffic generally on the road between Tinnevelly and Madura
Mad\;l;ae;l o ;e to bzheavier than on any road I know in Southern India.
appe

ient. .
appe:;,rs tzul;edstf‘?he north-west and on the south of the portion already taken
tional gr : .

over.' 1ditional ground on the south will be required for a siding to the salt

) The (fll that on the north for increased station yard accommodatlox.l.

depbt, an . a asonty on the line throughout is all that could be desired. Every
64. The n;) taken to bond the work thoroughly and to use only large, f.la.t-

care agpetars to ‘13\7 o expenditure is permitted on useless finish or ornamentation,

bedde 8‘01‘1]: S.' erfectly neat, and looks what it is, sound and strong. .

but tgg “OIxI : Z Iihe end of February 1872 about 7,733 cubic yards of masonry had

d, or rather mo o
:);: er:v;i(;ip]liex: , None of the station buildings bad been commenced. - .
e .

] i d at Tuticorin than -
d has been taken up for the station yar : n
0. e The Chief Engineer, therefore, proposes taking up addi-

re than one-soventh of the total estimated amount for

-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tth May 1873.

In earthwork 1,744,221 cubic yards had been finished, or about half of the tota 1
estimated amount for the whole line. - =

Mapras, - " (Signed)  ROSS THOMPSON, Captain R. E,,
31st Marck 1873. Ofiiciating Deputy Consulting Engincer for Railways-

~

StBMITTED for the information of Government.

(Signed)  J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
’ Consulting Engineer for Raz'lz;zaya.‘

No. 74. ‘ - ORrDpER THEREON, Tth May 1873, No. 1,276.
I RAILWAY, No. 14. ORDERED t}}at paragraphs 2, 57 and
58 of thoe Acting Deputy Consulting

] . : : Engineer’s report be extracted for the
mforxznahzg of t}le Government of India ‘with refercnce to previous correspondence.
» ~adverting to paragraph 2 it is observed that the question of the junction-

“? arrangements at Trichinopoly was remitted for tho consideration of the Chief

Engineer of the Company in G. 0., No. 24
o . o . R . 4 d
£ his proposals aro now awaited. ) y dated 24th January 1873, and that

(Here enter No. 1,277, dated 7th May 1873.)
(True Eitract.)

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government. =

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. S. T. Austin,

PR W S

e —re

Extract from a report by the Acting Deputy Consulting Engincer for Railways, dated
: 31s¢ March 1873,

* * * o *

Paracearn 2.—The first two miles of line in this district have not yet been
touched in conscquence of the arrangements for junction with the open line at
Trichinopoly being still under the consideration of Government.” It is to be
hoped that the question will be settled at an early date.

If itis not, delay and extra cost will probably be incurred in passing perma-

nent-way materials, girders, ete., down the line from Trichinopoly.

The construction of the station buildings, etc., at Trichinopoly is also neces-
garily delayed.
* *
—Telegraphic communication has for some weeks past been
ngineer’s Oftice at Trichinopoly and those of

* . * *

Paracrarn 57. :
established between the Chief E

the District Engincers all the way . olier
miles from Tinnevelly and Mootanillaun, about 33 miles from Tuticorin.

PARAGRAPH O .
far finished, and could so easl

is not thrown open to the public.
expenses. . o Y .
» * . ‘ s o

i

ly be pushed on to Tuticorin and Tinnevelly, it
It would in all probability pay at least its own

» .
o

down the line as far as Pandaurapoliem, about six

8.—It appears a pity that since the line of telegraph is so.

e o aw
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Pusric WoRkS DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GEORGE, T?h May 1873.

No. 75.
No. 1,277. ,
Frox '
Coroxes G. W. WALKER, R. E,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
' Public Works Department.
To

Tup SECRETARY 10 TE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
' Public Works Department.

3

Sir,—I am directed to forward, for the
RAILWAY, No. 1. information of the Government of India,
the accompanying extracts from’a report
by the Acting Deputy Consulting EngiPecr for Railwa-ys submitted after personal
inspection, during February and March, of the works in progress on the Southern
Extension of the Great Southern of India Railway between Trichinopoly, Palam-
cottah, and Tuticorin, and, with reference to pax:agraphs 57 and 58., to request an
carly decision on the question of the temporary line of tel_egraph being used by the

ublic for the transmission of messages, sanction to which was solicited in my
lotter No. 349, dated 3rd February 1873.

2. The question of the junction arrangements at Tri?hinopoly has, I am to
add, been remitted for the consideration of the Chief E.ngmeer of .the Company,
with reference to the remarks of the Government of India, commumcated in letter
No. 1,809 G. &, dated 22nd November 1872.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Governmend.

Exd. S. T. Austin. |
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