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Proceerlmrr: of t/ze Madras Gaovernment, Public Works Departmeant,
“14¢th Jannary 1873. -1

. Read the followmrv papers —

No. 249." From the Dlstnct Engineer, Bano'alore, to the Chxef Engmeer Pablic -
- Works Department, dated Bangulore, 10th December 1872, No. 877.

Wirit reference to your Memorandum of 5th December, I have the honour to
report as follows :— :

Jtem No. 5, Ulsoor Water Works.—~10,000 Rupees of the allotment may be '
transferred. It is believed _the expenditure will reach 40,000 Rupees.

Item No. 6, Converting old Artillery Barracks into Medical Subora’mates quarters.
—This is approachmo' completion. -
Item No. 7, New Privies for Royal Horse Artzllery.—One is complete and
the other will be finished before the close of official year, )
Item No. 8, Altering and improving Privies for Rusyal Artillery and Cavalry _—
These works are coinplete.
1 Item No. 9, Privy East end of European Infantry Barracks.—Half of this
work has been given out on contract. The original contractor, Mr. Leonard,
oo "I carried on his work so slowly that I took the work out of his hands. Thnis
was very necessary as he had taken another contract on the Railway, and had
| practically sublet the contract. Iis partner stated he would get on with the work
Fmore rapidly if the work was given to him. I therefore let him have it. It is
{ getting on a little faster, and I hope will be completed within six weeks. If my
t expectations are realized, we could complete the whole before the end of March, as I
intend to carry out the second half departmentally. I cannot commence the second
{ half till the first is ready for use, as the Regimental authorities cannot, of course,
spare the second half, it being required for the use of men. As there is there-
| fore a fair chance of the completion of these works within the official year, I should
wish not to give up any of the allotment; should I find later that we cannot ~ -
finish it, I will at once report. :
Ilem No. 10, Privy West end European Infantry Barmc?:s.—The same remarks
apply to this work.
 Iiem No. \1, Improving Privy of Royadl Ariillery.—~This work is complete,
Item No. 12, Renewal of the Bakery.—On the 11th November the plan and
estimato for Bakery were forwarded to Superintending Engincer, about a month ago,
The dismantling of the lower story of the bakery is nearly complete, and it
would be highly desirable that sanction should be accorded to my taking up the
"{ foundations, should I find, after a careful inspection, that this is necessary. If this
permxssmn was given, and the plan sanctioned at once, I could speud a good deal of
the ‘allotment, but probably not more than 10,000 ; 4,000 Rupees therefors of the
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\ allotment might be transferred, but unless the plan for the bakery is sanctioned

' - very shortly we shall be able to spend but a small proportmn even of the 10 000 .
- | Rupees. '
’ . { "The transfers which I would recommend therefore stand thus ;= ) .

: . N ‘RS, st

. Ulsoor Water Works ... ... ... .. . .. ... 10,000 e

"Renewal of the Bakery e e e s e+ oae 4,000 o

' : - Totsl.. 14,000 = j)
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Proceedingsof the Madras Cuernment, Public Works Departiment ‘
’
14¢} January 1873. ’
No. 2492 From the same Offer, dated Bangalore, 17th December 1872 3
, Yo. 881. - . ’ ’
. }
Wira reference to the Orders of Government No. 2,959 of 14th Dacember !
] bave the honour to forward the following report :— , !
Sanction for the revised estimats was received on 18th May. : }‘
} Captfflﬂ Wood, then Executive Ingineer, entered on a correspondence with 3
Mr. %Close&»rdegardmg the supply of 8 large quantity of cast-iron piping. §
wing to delay of Mr. deCloset in replyin i 7
4 g, this corre d
concluded till 20th June. ’ Ponencs was mot }

. On the 23rd Juin took charged the works from Captain Wood, and up to

that time no pipes hiad been receivedfrom Mr. deClosets. )
I.n the m(?nth of Avgust, Mr, Suith. Mechanical Engineer, poinéed out to me i

certaln gltemhou by which a largesving might be effected in the quantity of

piping- o ) | ) )

On this I had comparative etimates and plans drawn up (informing Mr.
deClosefs of the proposed change, nd requesting him to stop work for 2 ?ime) ;
showing the former plan and the prposed alterations by which a saving would be’a v
effected of 5,300 Rupees. ©

These plans were sent to the Suprintending Engineer on 11th September, but }
ranction was not received till 21st October, although sanction was granted on
5th October. ) . b

As so0n as I received sanctin, I informed Mr. deClosets that the pipes
required by us would be much lesstian the quantity ordered by Captain Wood,

and requested him o proceed with tie castings with all despatch.
Thus, not only was Mr. d eCloxts delayed in"his work, but the amount of

work required was very considerably curtailed. .
T may say, however, that Mr. dClosets has not been so prompt in manufac-

furing what was required as was expcted. A
- About 300 R, feet of 6" pipinghave only been received, and he has been-

urged to proceed more expeditiouslywith the remainder.

The contract for the new Dholy's Wells was signed on the 28th June. 'Since
that time almost up to date there hsbeen an unprecedented fall of rain which
 prevented the contractor from proceding with the work in a steady manner, and
the large quantity of water in tke ecavation even now delays him considerably.

I trust, however, that as the rais sre fairly over, the work will now proceed

with more despatch. ‘ )
‘Nine wells have been taken dom to half the proposed depth, and a large

quantity of stone has been collected; but no pay ments have been made.

The rains {his vear at Banggaloe have been excessive. On the 3rd September
nearly 3 inches fell in the course of three hours, and the wafer of Ulsoor tank rose
two feet above the escape, and the alingulah continued to discharge for a fortnight.

Sinee then the Ulsoor tank wier has several times discharged considerably

over the calingulah, and the watereren OW is level with the escape; this has

natarally much delayed these works, . .
This could not be foreseen. Again, the cistern in the European Tafantry
nge in the design.

Parracks was much delayed OWi_[{g hacha [J
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P'roceedings of the Madras Government, Dublic Works Department,
14th January 1873. T -

- <z

On the 13th August the plans and estimate for the proposed cistern were sent
to the Superintending Engineer, but the alteration was not sanctioned till the 25th
November, and the G. O. sanctioning the change was not received by me till 9th
December, a week ago. - ' T e - :

Owing to the orders of the Government of India changes had to be made in
the iron-work of the wrought-iron cisterns for the Race Course Hospitals; and
these alterations having been made, the Superintendent of Public Works Stores wa3
written to on the 27th September to supply the iron-work.

The work is in progress, but no bills have been received.

In the revised estimate for pipes for European Infantry Barracks, a large
"quantity of 17 wrought-iron piping was requiréd, and inquiries were made of the
Superintendent of Public Works Stores as to whether he could supply them.

The answer was that none were in stock. '

Mr. Woolley, the contractor for the Madras Water Works, informed me that
Le had 1,000 R. feet on hand and would be glad to let me have it; and also
proposed to supply the remaining at an early date.

I purchased the 1,000 R. feet as well as a quantity of lead required for the
joints, but before closing with Mr. Woolley regarding the remainder of tha
wrought-iron pipes, I wrote both to Bombay and Calcutta to find out if I could get

it cheaper at those places. .
" None was, however, to be got at either place, and I then requested Mr. Woolley
‘to send me the 4,300 R. feet which I required. o
Every effort has been made to spend money, but circumstances have been

against it.
I think it would be desirable if some officer deputed by you visited Mr.

deClosets’ foundry as well as the Public. Works Workshop, so that it might be
ascertained what progress has been made, and such steps as mizht bs deemed’
necessary could then be taken to hasten the completion of the works entrusted

. to them. . . .
I wish to point out that it was considered desirable by the Superintending

Engincer and myself that the nine. wells now in,progfess should. be completed~

before the other nine were commenced, and-orders have been gi;'en accordingly,
It was thought possible that the nine wells would sufficiently improve the

Dhoby Wells supply, and it was cousidered prudent to await the result of their
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completion. :
The balance of estimate at the close of last official year was Rupees 78,796.

In this estimate allowance was made for three wrought-iron cisterns for three
male hospitals.

Of these three hospitals only two have been built, and the third cistern* was
only entered in the estimate, as at the
time a third male hospital was contem-

- plated.
By the re-arrangement of the pipes to supply the European Infantry Barracks,

a saving of Rupees 5,300 has been, it is believed, effected. .

Again, the pipe to be laid down from the Dhoby Wells to Ulsoor Cistern was
estimated at 87 diameter, but it was afterwards found that 5" ‘(‘of;w_hi'chfa quant'ty
was in stock) was sufliciently large, and 5" piping was'consé{iuenﬂ& laid down
in place of 8", and these are now working satisfactorily,

® The estimate for this cistern is Rupees 3,580.
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Proceedm(rs of tlze ﬂ[adras Government, Public Works Department,
14tk January 1873.

By this plan a further saving of 9,000 Rupees has been effected, making thus
a total saving of Rupees 17,880.

It is just possible there may be saving on the new Dhoby Wells of Rupees 5, 600
as the nine wells now in progress may be found ample for all requirements.

This I would beg to remark shows how difficult it is in a project of this nature
to ascertain beforehand the amount which can profitably be expeunded, the more
go as much of the material, such as castand wrought-iron piping, lead, cement, etc.,
cannot be procured in local markets, and their price is commntl y changing.

; In conclusion, I would respectfully point out that the Executive Engineer in
his detail of estimate for original works for 1872-73 applied for 40,000 Rupees for .

this work, but 10,000 Rupees additional appears to have been entered in the Budget.

I trust I have fully explained the causes which have led to the expenditure
being so swall.

One of the chief reasons may be stated as due to most of the material, such as
piping, cement, etc., being procurable in this country with some difficulty and
delay, and I find that suppliers of material are not to be relied on for punctuahty

This unreliability causes doubt to arisein the mind of an Executive Engineer
as to his power to spend the money allotted, but he has no certainty for a time,
and he can only wait till he is really thoroughl_v convinced of his inability to
spend the money before he takes the steps of reporting the matter to Government.

No. 250. OrpEr THEREON, 14th January 1873, No. 126.

Tre District Engineer’s expla-
nation is considered satisfactory. It
will be recorded for information of the

ACCOUNT, No. 27.°

Government of India-v., to account for short expenditure of Military allotments, if_

necessary.

2. The Inspectmrr Enovinejer for Buildings will visit Mr. deClosets, foundry

and the Government \Voxkshops with a view to ascertain what progress has been
made in complying with the orders given to those Kstablishments. And he will
take such measures, in communication with the District Engineer of Bangalore, as
may be most likely to result in hastening completion and delivery of the articles
required. He will report, for the information of Government, the circumstances
under which the contract for cast-iroun pipes was given to Mr. deClosets in pre-
| ference to the Government Workshops; whether owing to inability of the latter
Establishment to meet such a call, or to higher prices demanded by it.

3. Itis noted that reductmns in the total cost of the Ulsoor Water Works,
-aggregating nearly Rupees 18,000, are anticipated.

) (True Extract.)

(Swned) G. W. WALKER Colonel, R.E,,
| Secretary to Govemment. )

P senil

To the District Engineer, Bangalore.
»»  Inspecting Lngmeer for Buildings.
s»  District Engineer, Presidency.
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