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o [ MILITARY WORKS, No. 15.

—}rocee(lings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department,
: 30¢% April 1873, ~

No. 510. = Read the following letter from Colonel E. A. FOORD, R. E,, Inspect-
- ing Engineer for Civil and Military Buildings, to Colonel G. W,
WALKER, R. I, Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department,

dated Salem, 8th April 1873, No. 852 :— )

In my letter of the 9th September 1872, No. 116, I recommended that a stone
fioor of a superior description should be laid in the cistern at the old Infantry
Darracks in licu of brick on edge. Government in their Order of the 25th of
November, No. 2,766, remarked that stone had already been disapproved of as a
flyoring material ; but having lately seen the materials that are being collected for

ti. s cistern, I am induced to again bring forward my proposal for a stone flooring.

2. The bricks used in the foundation of tho cistern walls were supplied by
the Commandant of Sappers, but as only a small number could b: supplicd the
foandation vsas built partly of conerete. The bricks required for the flvoring and
walls arc being made by the District Engineer with assistance given by the
Commandant of Sappers, but no bricks have as yet been burned, and the construc-
tion of the cistern is likely to bo delayed for want of bricks. Moreover, with
every care taken in the manufacture, the bricks made at Bingalore are of an
inferior kind, there being no suitable soil there.

3. Stone flooring having failed in the Cavalry cistern is no reason why stona
flooring of an entirely different description should fail under entirely different
circumstances at tho cistern now being built. Thoe flooring of the Cavalry cistern
was of the kind laid in the barracks. The stones were not accurately dressed and
fitted, and were laid on conerete which rested on a considerablo thickness of made
earth. At the Infantry cistern there isno mado earth, the conerete is laid on hard
gravel, and the top of the floor will be level with the surfuce of the ground. The
. ‘ stone slabs Prgposed to be used are of large size, measuring 26 feet in the upper
surface, and they are to be accurately dressed on all sides. The use of stones for
flooring will not entail any additional expense, and will allow of the cistern being
completed at an carliex dat\e—a point of great importance,

No. 511. " OrpEr THEREON, 30th April 1873, No, 1,231,

UNDER the circumstances reported
=! by the Inspecting Engincer for Build-

ings, His Excellency the Governor in
Council sanctions the use of stone paving in the floor of the cistern at tho old
Infantr)"Ban‘aCkS: Bangalore.

(True Extract.)
(Signod) G. W, WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Governments

]
‘ r'.' ) ¢ ',41‘1 - ) .
T, the Inspecting Engincer for Civil and MilitaryBuildings,
Distriet Engineer, Bangalore.
Controiler of Public Works Accounts,
Military Department.,

19

Exd. S. T. Austin.
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