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No. 410,

Read the f(;H'owing letter from Lieutenant‘ColoneI JH
- ‘ - - H.M. SHAW
‘ STEWART, R, E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colone] G. W
j WALKER, R. E, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department.
daied Madras, 18th March 1873, No. 154 :— : T

Lo IN continuation of my letter No. 6 of 7th January 1873, I have the L
forward, forthe consideration of Govern- ~

, ment, the accompanying letter*

the Agent of the Madras Railway Company, with referenge'ty;) tbhe state o;‘r:)}i:

, Moottavady and Talunga Tanks {n the North Arcot District. 5 ‘

o 2. The Chief Engineer in his letter No. 139, of 5th instant, S%;S that there

: tan%:ﬁ breached no Iesg than four times in the last year, and caused the disastroyg I
accident on the night of the 22nd November 1872, when a goods train rap into g

gap caused by the railway embankment having been washed away. Fortunaf;ely

no loss of life occurred, but the damage to the rolling stock is estimateq at
Rupees 5,545, : |

onour to
* No. 176, 7th March 1873, with enclosures.

3. The question of the danger to the railway from the insecure state of
< tanks in its vicinity has been under the consideration of Government on former -

oceasions, and in the Order of Government No. 535, of 28th February 1872, the

. Government were pleased to order the Superintending: Engineers of the drd, 4th,
Gth, 6th, and 7th Divisions to depute competentsefficers to examine all tankg in
. which breaches might affect the sections of the’line within the limits of thejp
Tespective divisions, ‘ o .
/4. From the accompanying list of cases in which interruption to traflje wasfi
caused by the bursting of tank bunds on the line of the Madras Railway, it
appears that during the last nino years the traffic has been interrupted on an
average once a year from this cause, and the loss of revenue has therefore becn
considerable, Mr. Anderson considers the question of such vital importance that
he does not think ;¢ « too much to ask that an officer should be specially deputed
- to supervise and keep in proper repair all tanks so situated as to constitute

element of danger to the railway during floods.” :

b

.
¢
i

an '

From R, B, ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to Licutenans.
Colonel J. H, M. SIIAW-STEWART, R. E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dateq

Madras, 7th March 1873, No. 176. T )
Witk reference to my'letfer No. 11, of the 8th of January last, and to the correspondence
‘ - noted therein, as well as to my subsequent
letter* upon the subject of the state of tanks in
the vicinity of the railway, I have the honour to requcst that you will be so good as to submit to
- , N; N ‘ " the Government the enclosed copy of a further
' - 199 arch 1873, communicationt from the Chief Engineer on the

which special reference is made to the state of the Moottavady and Talunga }
. 4 ' i

T Ty

* I‘{o. 142, 24tn Febroary 1873.

Nahhane. . YT

. Bame subject, in
T_agks. ’

- From BERESFORD 'ANDERSON, Esq., Chicf Engincer, to R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and
. Manager of the Madras Railway Company, dated Madras, 5th March 1873, No. 130.

I rorwaRD herewith copy of a letter from the Resident Engineer, 1st Division,. South-West

_ w %t
v c‘Lmet and will ask you to be good enough to request the particular attention of Government to the . L ¥
' gcondition of the Moottavady and Talunga Tanks, - r 1' :
- - ) § X
_ |
vl
‘ } o
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Ijepart:nen{,
— 24th April 18173.

2. Tt would be impossible to over-estimate the risks to which our line is sul;jected owing to

. operly constructed or ill-maintained tank bunds, and I feel that I cannot too often bring the
subject forward for the consideration of Government, ’

o 3. bIn the present case two tanks, most critically situated as regards the railway, are shown
ave breached no less than four times in one year, scriously threatening the safety of the line

290d N occasions, and culminating in the disastrous accident at the 60th mile on the night of
< ov?mber 1872.  Such a state of things constitutes a very substantial grievance.

impr

on three

o 4, dThe Railway Compan? has, at vast expense, strengthened and protected the bridges likely
¢ endangered by the bursting of tanks ; but it is plain that in such a case as that of the 60th
. pt:)e ;r:d.ge-ls save<.i at the expense of the neighbouring embankment, and the danger to life
Companp y dls 1n no wise lessened. . The question is one of such vital importance to the Railway
Ld ¥ afn so .nearly affects the interests of the travelling pullic and of the Government, that
0 not think it is too much to ask that an officer should be specially deputed to supervise and

keep i : . .
°¢P i proper repair all tanks 5o situited as to constitute an element of danger to the railway,
dwing floods,

mile

t 5. T enclose a list of the interruptions to traffic which have resulted from the bursting of
ank bunds during the past ten years.

PRSI

From W. R. ROBINSON, Esq., Resident Engineer, to the Deputy Chief Engineer of  the
Madras Railway Company, dated Arconum, 24th February 1873, No. 106.

I wisH to draw your attention to the number of times last year the Moottavady tank burst.
This tank is situated in the North Arcot district, north of the line at 61-5, the surplus water
flowing through the 9 feet girder bridge at 60-10 into the Talunga tank, through which the line
Passes. Whenever one tank bursts the other bursts also. Both tanks burst on the following
dates, 2nd of May, 12th of October, again towards the end of the same month, and on the 22nd of
Novewber. There is also a terrific rush of water through the 6 feet arch gt )

-16 whenever the
Moottavady tank bursts.

e

List of cases in which interruption to trafic was caused by the burst
on the line of the Madras Railway.

Date of report of .. . e
accident. Position. Nature of breach, ‘

213t November 1864.1 Breach af 6nd mile, North- Dursting of a large tank known as Govin
4 - -
West Line. darajcoopum, about 10 chains to the

west of the point wherd the bund is

(C);O:I&fbd bg railway ; the ballast and part
" : a
Do. do. Br:;zst ﬂn ;8th nile, Norph- Bursting nof,'n Zntt::? }Xxis;l ego::;a);' or
. ) miles up to the valley, 2 feet culvert
) wglshed away, and a breach about 40 feet
20tk o, Breach at 62nd mile, Nosih. Wide was made in the embankment.

West Line, ursting again of the Govindarajcoopum

tank and the line breached as on the
.. | Breach at 180th mile 19th November. .

lore Branch. ursting of a tank bund carrying away a
R . portion of the embankment.

25th July 1865 » Banga-

e P iy i 40 e T

ing of tank bunds

LR
- n i T
f
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmept, Public Works Department,
PR St 24th April 1873. '

List of cases in wk-ich'interruption {o trafic was caused by the bursting of tank
- ' * e bunds, etc.—(Concluded.)

Date of report of

. Nature of breach.
accident,

- Position.

8th Dec i th mile | Bursting of Pootoor tank bund (71} mile),

eraber 186?" Br:ifih 9a6ttlzlz?aiﬁl,lp high-west completely carrying away a bridge of

Line ' | 815 feet arches, and leaving a gap of

) 120 feet.

Bursting of Coyampettah tank bund
(80th mile), carrying away a 12 feet and
a 6 feet arch, and leaving gaps of 140
and 120 feet respectively. Several

_bridges in this locality were more or less
domg e by ok bund between Cuddapah

i - ting of a tank bund between Cuddapa
| Breach at 171st mile, North B:f:i Cgmelapoor by which three arches of

West Line. 530 feet arch bridge at 171st mile were

' washed o oYt tanks ab Colar, east abut

ing of e1 anks at Colar, cast abut-

ith August 1869 ... Breqclh aIt} 17?5;13 g:adncll:ﬁth B;r:ltlt gof 2-%0 feet bridge at 113 miles
miles, Danga . completely destroyed. Flooring of 215

K : feet arch at 11 miles carried away,

and south-east wing wall fallen in the

newal of 30 feet arch at £ miles swept
. . away. . .

3rd November 1870, | Dreach at 163rd and 168th Burséng of tanks in the neighbourhood of

miles, North-West Line. Cuddapah, the pier of double 9 feet

girder bridge at 222 miles gave way, also
the east abutment of the 12 feet girder
bridge at 12f miles, )

17th  do. 1871 ...|Breach at 292nd mile, South-| Bursting of the bund of a tank near Soma.

West Line, noor.

26th  do. 1872...|Breach at % South-West| Bursting of the bund of Talunga tank.

Line.

7th July 1868

BERESFORD ANDERSON,
Chief Engineer.

(Signed)

No. 411. "OrpER THEREON, 24th April 1873, No. 1,183.

CommuricaTeD to the Chief Engineer
for Irrigation in continuation of G. O.,

No. 963, of 28th March 1873.
(True Extract.) '

(Signed) G. W.WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government.

RAILWAY, No. 47.

To the CLief Engineer for Irrigation.
»»  Consulting Engineer for Railways.
+»  Distriet Engineer, North Arcot.

Exd, 8. T.‘Al{stin.
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AGENT AND MANAGERS OFFICE
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