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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

24th April

No. 401.

v e A A

1873,

Read the following letter fro-a 8. BROCK, Esqr., Controller of Publie

Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R. E., Secretary to Govern-
ment, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 20th March

1873, No. 3,092 :—

Ix compliance with the orders conveyed to me in paragraph 1 of Proceedings

Five original lctters,

Lieutenant Dorward, from January 1863 to
end of March 1869, and from 28th September
1871 to 12th March 1872,

Captain Rogers, from April 1869 to end of
April 1871.

Captain Mead, from 20th May to 30th July
1871. .

Major Vertue, from 31st July to 11th August
1871,

Vide paragraph 14 of G. 0., No. 530, dated
28th February 1872,

atthe Mount. The following isan abstract

" Lrzvrexast Dorwarp.—To the best
of Works was kept for the barracks botw
expenditure was divided b '
Is strengthened in this belief by two €I

* See also G. Os., No. 822, dated 18th March
and No. 1,147, dated 15th April 1867.

t G. 0., No. 421.

} Showing provision in the estimate under sub-
n i i h b-Leads.
head and expenditure against those su

Accountant General, Public Work

been compiled. In the autumn of 1871t : ) 1
although he believes they were not entered in a book.

racks were forthcoming,
After the Ledgers above mentioned had

of the 28th January last, No. 284, I have

the honor to report, for the information

-of Government, that I communicated on

the 1st February following with the
officers as per margin, who held charge
of the Mount Range during the period
ontered against- their respective names,
on the subject of the Register of Works

.

maintained in that range, specially forthe

Artillery Barracks under construction
of the replies which I havo reccived :—
of his recollection no regular Register

ocn January 1868 and March 1869, but the
etween the sub-heads of estimate in the Station Book.

umstances, the first of which is th#t the
VVork Registers, dispensed with in G.
0., No. 718,* dated 9th March 1867,
were mnot re-introduced till the 5¢
Tebruary 1870,1 and the second, that
had a regular Register been in existence

- previously, the Ledgers} shown to the
s Department, in December 1871, would not have

he materials for a Register for the bar-

Leen compiled, quantities, by measure-
atement, which is really a Register

1 .o
L PP T P T T AW SETNTD Y SPIL P PPy DU G L DIV TP T P PTIE oWy oo, DI S AR S - SO |

- then (May 1871), Lie believes, a proper Register for oth

ment, were ascertained, and a comparative st .
of W;rks with fuller détails than is generally afforded in that record, was prepared
3

and submitted to Government, through the Saperintending qu:incer. Isnot aware
of what was done in May 1871, when the acpom.n}t-s wsn:e examined 1.))’ the Control-
ler, but thinks that the measurements of quanAtmes wmc? appez:;cd in the compara-
tive statement could hardly have been complcted at the time. .here was h‘owe\,e.r
er works in progress, and it
is possible that, in checking the accounts, one of these works was selected, and,

finding that the Register for that work was complete and in proper form, tho

. ) L 1. Qi ore
conclusion was drawn that such was the case w&il}ﬁihe barrack work also. Sug

gests this as a solution of the di(ﬁculty, as it may also bga possibh.a that‘ the book
shown to tho Controller in May 1871 wus not forthcoming to him (Licutenant
Dorward). . : /

Masor Rocers.—No Register of Works showing quaniities of work dono
was kept from April 1869 to April 1871. DMajor Rogers, h'aving befan called ugog
to report the character of the Register which was maintained during the perio

A d
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Proceedings of the Madras éovemment, Public Works Department,
Rith Adpril 1873.

. in question, states, in reply, that he cunnot, “ after this lapse of time give any

description of the Register,” and that ““it is just possible that g Register of requi-
citions,” which was kept between April 186D and April 1871, ¢ .
shown to Colonel Innes as a Register of Works.” :
(Major Rogers’) own satisfaction only, and in his own
coutained was as follows” :—

may have been
This book was kept for bLis
hand. The information it

No. and date of requisition for g work,

Description of work required,

Amount of estimate submitted,

No. aud date of letter despatehing estimate for sanction

Deo. ) conveyving sanction for exccution do,
Amount of estimate sanctioned
Date of commencement of work
Do.  of completion of Jo

Do. of final inspection,

Major Vezrter.—As he wag

f()x' av 9 H .
. ery saort ti S
lLie cannot call to mind that the Reo e mo in chargs of the rango

is 'L
3 st(r. of Works ever came under his
ured mformation,

APt MEAD. —Cannot speak sieeses
s annvt speak positively of the Reniste f Work i
the time he held charae of the range_he had o tesiierof Works. - During
] . ) “nb, H oC¢easio (X3 M 1 .1
asccounts, and, just before leaving the Mount, subn, 't? ;0 go into” the barrack
A X : nitted a r
cte. Apart from the “ Reoister Loant » ’
I R(glat(,l‘ ks Pt in the form laid d ”» . .
as he remembers,  quantitics of e I own,” and in which, so far
. . L done were enteyed.™ (
book “ which recorded the detq; ved " there was a most useful
etailed evn 1
. . enditur : ; ;
By méans of this Lutter booy ¢ e (%qt - ;0“ cach Licading of the estimate.”
" ctals of any ex
could be at once fuund, and it i poss: Y O

) anliture in the Recister
Innes as th ble that this was t! .
nnes as the only onc deservine of ¢
o

‘ ! 1¢ book shown to Colonel
. . cXamanaty —_— . .
incorrect, specially as to quanfities, gy of ation or notice,”? the Register being
8, an:

for the barracks having been ¢}, fitlo use ing £ the timber parchass
e the ing | arged to two or threo head )

should be forthcommg in the Moeunt Ranee Of cacsonly.  Doth these books

iy ice. :

F-rom the above it will Lo seen tliat

the existence of only a “ Ledaer ™ ip r*on‘;xc,
Barracks, Captain Mead, to whose lot it
work, has a recollection of two books

is unable thereiore to give the req notice, and

epurt of expenditure,

:x"lnle Pieutenant Dorward remembers

(f: ;;m with the expenditure on the Mount

one fU l'to “£o into” the accounts of the
Sy U )0 ‘v N ; .

the *“ Ledwer” referred to by Licuteriant Do .ud;’ confined to outlay, is evidently

- the fonmn laid down.” rward, and the otlier ¢ the Register in

Apart from tl,p « L

. 3 edeoer.? whi. .

in the records of the Mount Range Ofice a br?(?]? ;:-hlldlll havo scen, there is now
- { Which gho

ture only up to a certain date under sub-licads of g ws the monthly ezpondi-
up to date, and will . 3 ob estimate, Ty se Lrourt
soon be . . s Look is brought
really a Work . b(: q:ulte complete as ropards nantit; 120
l ¥ ork Register. .This book g of foolse =818 quantitics also, so that it 13
, . a
t;a:lpldced before me in Muy 1871 wag of med} o
Mr, e > ium si1z7
or T .‘Sub Engincer Walsh, who wag then in ¢} s1ze,
Mr. Mills, who assisted me in the exaninati e of
: lon,
coming, and I am unable to obtai o0
herein afforded,

but my impression is that
and such also is tho belicf
r the Mount Range, and of
-Nosuch book, howerver, is forth-

Do

.
e
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‘ there should be in every office a list of t

~ opened and closed.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o4th April 1573,

Y

is quite distinet from the Ledger, and from the book which has now Leen made a
Register of Works. o

3. I very much regret the uncertainiy connected with the subject of my
inquiries. Such uncertainty will be heicaher prevented Ly the adoption of the
course proposed in my lefter to Government No, 2,227, dated 20th December 1872,
and I am now taking measures for ensuring the Register of Works maintained in
the Mount Range, not only for the Larracks in question, but for all other WO%‘kS
requiring such a record, being made thoroughly complete in all necessary details.

OrLDER THEREON, 24th April 1873, No. 1,178.

Tue comments of the Government

of India on th® incompleteness and

inutility of a Register of Works such as
that maintainad in the ‘Mount Range at the time that the Accountant General of
the Public Works Department visitcd Madras during the past year, and.the report
of the Controller that had the Register of Works which came under h'IS personal
examination in May 1871 been placed before Colonel ?nnes, that officer would
perhaps have Leen disposed to form a differcnt opinion,. m.d uced t.he Government
to call upon Mr, Brock to inquire into the loss of the missing Begmt.er. .

9. The letter above recorded contains tho result of the investigation. The
Controller appears to have placed himself in communication with the four of'ﬁcers -
who held charge of the Mount Range since the commencemenf; of the Artillery
Barracks at the Mount, to which Oolonel Innes’ remarks had special reference:; but
the reports of thosc officers throw no light on the disappearance o.f t.h(? particular
Register to which Mr. Drock refers. It scems futile to pursue the inquiry fur!;h.er,
but the Government will expect the Controller or other 9ﬁicer deputec} to examine
accounts to take particular care in future to initial all’ books exa\mmed for the

vo. 402,

ACCOUNT, No. 2.

purpose of identification. .
3. Tt is noted that the Controller has talken steps to ensure the maintenance

of a complete Register of Works for all works requiring such a record in the

Mount Range. . . .
4. Tis Excellency the Governor, in Council considers it very necessary that
he books authorized and required fo be

kept and actually kept, with Memos of the dates on which cach V.olume was
The District Engineers will issue the necessary instructions

for such a list being kept in future.
(True Estract.)

(Signed). G. W, WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,
Secrctary to Government.

To the District Enginecrs.
,,  Special Executive Engineer, Wynaad.
,, Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Exd. 8. T. Austin. : o
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