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LProceedings of the Madras G overnment, Publ};-i‘i’mrﬁe;;:t‘;:;"“”
, 16¢th April 1873, ’
- o "N

; No. 230. Read the following letter from the Officiating Deputy Se\éretary to the—

Government of India, Public Works Departinent, ( Railway, ) to the Secre-
tary tothe Government of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway,)
dated Fort William, 13th March 1873, No. 428 G. R :—

In Public Works Department Resolution No. 707, dated the 24th June 1868,

the Government of India forwarded to the Government of Mddras a copy of papers
relative to the inexpediency of permitting Guaranteed Railway Companies to
combine their telegraph systems for the transmission of
To this communication

October 1868.

general public messages.
you replied in your letter No, 3,170, dated the 8th

2. The subject, however, subsequently merged in the larger question of the
erection and maintenance of the Railway Telegraphs by the State, on which point
you were addressed in Public Works Department No. 125 T., dated the 7th March
1871, and which isstill the subject of a protracted correspondence. Meanwhile the
Director General of Telegraphs Laving in view the possibility of some considerable
delay in the dieposal of the general question has, in the letter of which a copy is
enclosed, moved for the issue 'of separate orders for preventing Railway Companies

from combining their telegraph systems so as to compete with the Government
Telegraph.

3. The Government of India consider that the point raised by the Director
General of Telegraphs had better be determined at present without waiting for the
final settlement ¢f thelarger question above referred to, and I am directed to request

that you will ascertain whether the Railway Companies have any objection to urge
against the propasals of the Director General, and will also favour the Government
of India with the opinion of the Government of Madras on the matter.

Trom the Officiativx Divector General of Telagraphs in India, to the Secretary to the Government
oi ludia, Pablic Works Departwent, dated 15th January 1873, No. 419,

Ix the course of the protracted correspondence that has passed on tle subject of the Railway
Telographs in India, many refercaces will be found to a poins of considerable importance upon

I allade to the comlination of the Telegraph
systers of tha vavions Railway Cowpanics for the purpose of

coinpeting with the Governmeng
Telegraph Departmeunt. :

which no definiie orders have yet boen passed.

2. Tt will facilitate a consideration of question if I briefly
references which have been made to Government on the subject.

3. o far back as the S0th March 1868, this Office letter, No. 8,605, to Your address,
writiea with the object of ascertaining whether there was any axnthority of the Government of: ,Indiils
giving the Railway Companies power to ama 2

algamate their systems of telegraphs, an.
contuined in your No. 577 R, of the 2ad April 1868, was to the effect ¢
such authority._ A

recapitulate some of the Principg)

1 the reply
hat there appeared to be o

4. Aguin, in this Ofice No. 438, dated 21st A

forcilly to the notice of Government the necessity
eygien of conbin

pril 18€8, Coloncl Robinson tr
Jor immediato action to rut an enq :
G : i 8 t
ation, and his remarks on the sabject are o much to the point as to be° thlls
wortly of re-perusal. In Foreign Department No. 4214, dated 30tk April 1868, in repl it'We l
gtated that * the Governor General in Council qrite admits that there are strone objec{' wag
. N - ", . Y ] l

tue Dailway Companies uniting their several systems, and go combining for the P“I‘;08e of z:ls to

. ) ang.

ought mogt

4
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o » 16th April 1873, :
(‘IJ‘”—n \"’w-‘,.__ § . M
%i
w

o iid Works Dep* s ‘ - B
2-4ri1s (ﬂ.t"f‘u"’ﬂwfﬂ-'. Publid Hor by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway . Line, and partly by the? East Indian Railway (sie) I
124 ¢ ;.vri.f 1373, / became aware that thege orders Were being disobeyed, and I accordingly took advantage of being
: g3 ‘
1 2

SR 4 at Jubbulpoor in the beginning of March last to inquire personally into why this was.
. * M . : ' . - . N .
W ¢, Brmig ey e, Eerenyd g o Fof Inta i 1o sder it O bﬂé“‘“‘r y ** I then learnt, to my surprise, that a regular combination existed under which all telegrams
CSReLy T, Bty oy e wnd W f 2l e ” : X g - . . .
Strrrey Way ll‘ Telegr, TN g iy 1, . ' \ ) 2 g e 0 Fort prv,ﬁ;'.:”‘ : © not absolutely directed to be sent by the Government lines were, under regular instructions from, . )
. P . kY . 4! hE " - BT e : i i
s Ve 1" =t "‘“""’."1"« Loty o s Y peerd fea]:e Bt Wl i wkt and agreement between, the Railway Telegraph Superintendents, transferred to the Railway lme?
had 01 B T AL rraaam . ted te]: . K ) . i * -
?""nm"., by Shertly Leig ety ¢ "5" ‘: ) cmert i st S " e instead of to the Government lines. ) * ¥ .
: 1. Maeend Vot Lisgsimer . . ' i ]
Ty, C‘"‘ml" ety Paty ROl e . N TS ]'.jy,.'ﬂ‘ 9. This subject of combination was brought to.the notice of Government on many other
* . T AN o g I + . »,,’ < ! - . .
®iling n gy 24, LT " 3 T‘J walkblasiia s Lo sl ™ "‘,;,V- ' occasions, but the result of the whole correspondence on this and other points connected with
e AL RS ¥ AN TP TY T Y s b F . . . . o . \P =
. e “f 8ois Jiag gyl el ,' boeves . A viik ¢ it Railway Telegraphs in India, was Public Works Department Resolution Nos. 125—8 T, dated 7t1;.
A ‘ €0 ' SR NN AL Rl 305 - . - . . . - . .
“lry ' &‘5 Tenety, PeReesivpelime ety epnet B e March 1871. This Resolution embodied the views of the Government of India on the ge’:;lera
LY SO . oo 0130 I . .- - : :
“Vag, Tt ST g LRRF K TLTIOm LEINE N B Y ISP Nl, n-m‘“" e question of the relative positions to be occupied by this Department and the several I;al way
d ' * + (d M N v . - . ¥ - M 1 i
b, toy., R, darey g AL i ‘“f.f»ui:ler-!. as b Fore Y izle 1 :-L o '5..,,21"‘ , Companies in respect to their telegraphs, dnd various proposals of considerable magmtllx 8 ;v:;e
8%, : - , . o pArs L . : i i
ap, by ALY of g1, y b4 H-.A, MY by ey Lo ase £ 20 N ‘_ms..:»,.;:' k made. These proposals have naturally required mature congderatxon, and the final I*:su: (; th.e
o LY ‘ Pettaeay 0 el a e ptoal bl =i gH negotiations thereby given rise to have ot yet been communicated to me, but the subject o this
It Eepne ireety tle Torgimg ot owbie Gremsest? ,-;,"ﬂd letter, namely, Railway combination against Government, is one which demands urgent action,
TVelts - . v e R AT LA vive Ber wper ! ; .
teng Te Bag . ! e padE Y 3 . fazd vl e {: ‘;JJ--"’2 ’ and is, I submit, easy of disposal per se without reference to the larger questions raised. 7
4 of %1 ] 1l e VALY scetes 43,0 [u preitia ry 13t o ' . N, . . . v
o . ‘R lvyey ia "! o muu:u';.e“ Nemts and ot e creacd e scd L1 e "" - : 10.  Paragraphs 8 and 9 of the draft License referred to in Puablic Works Resolution No.
) . aaac = v a b erata e s :
. ™ the . ar'y relgg - irefle an s exrrcanay of o) far1d a1 sl g 125~8 T are as follow :— .
{ Tt"‘” . T ehen ! ‘ satd 1ot ‘ . i legraph Office by the Pullic and b Government
Uiy, . V% ’,3”", e fe tie surrne of fraaen i i fw‘"" ! VII[.—Messages tendered at a Railway Telegrap y
‘g 815, ‘..& LI Cllep woon s eet | "" ’ f hep pedrit® : Officers for delivery in any part of India, and messages transferred from a Govern-
’ e s e dtlelu g Rer v ) / : ! !
( ’ X frrae, RADIASPIUSY siied f4 1) T . ;‘,rr‘:‘i ;o 1 ment Office to a Railway Office connected therewith, shall be received and transmitted
‘° %38 o ,,o'""*f?-l of Joe Tt B e : 115 i ﬁ‘#!“iﬂ; ! by the Company, subject to'the following rules :— T : .
Mty . 2T L TV L LR R A Inparnceeh TR L L (@).—The system adopted in the Telegraph Department in respect of tariff, receipt, transmis.
! : PIE . » A
e "' e vl "'». Tt hraite toetessty 0 eaided gLe ""‘:‘:L Lb‘ - . sion and check of messages, instruments and code signals shall be adopted and
v “eds <t o, . N IEER A ] s ' ' o
'4.‘1." ¢ A A G srers ey Ly L3P §ter 0 8 g0, ey o €rnepnzmenl]? ,”.»; 3 lh” :!.J,c . strictly followed, go far as the Telegraph Department may require. The general - -
‘ e * ) A 3 ' . .
('""!-r“ Piticy h g ! R AL F LI, I ie it instructions of the Director General of Telegraphs on the foregoing points sha)l be
'~y R+ :0’1.;2; . . ' s ’
e ’ 'bzg"\‘-‘ Woep. & Ly Velegia;n ¥y goen w3y ave NP ol followed in all respects. .
1, 'r. Pers Rt A vt AP | (b).—XMessages not relating to the Company’s business tendered for transmissiop shall be
' > ¢ . X LY He ] L. Koe! . .
¥ ‘: !::‘&" lite M R leryr g tat fecoed '“1 wd Ty received at all Telegraph Offices on the Company’s Railway when open for traffie,
0 & 3 - e ‘_' i e P21 IRRL A . r ) % ; : . . ) L
L Ly l\r,»,. » s Lay Moy . . ' e Y B Y : y et ' W and shall be transmitted, subject to the requirements of the Rallwa.y traffic, which
""“h. + b fee f.'.,] MEALER A Foeo % "c:.ul;a,::»! ) ST LR ‘f.l . . Qb dence ‘ X .
Cin k. -z..‘.,’ T Tia Beady & dall vn v uzecteante [T " 1 . in all cases will have precedence. o - by thie wie ovas
2 ey T " sedar o, tE R gl i e, (¢).—Messages for places on the Company’s Railway will be sent Y PG WIres st by the
Aa) 3 LSS B SRS TTRES 80 Lt bt petetince whe PP Uik ¥ g .
8| Feera,, . 9.is : Compzmy. .
ey, .. £, 4, . . NPT | il . sy e .
ing ‘_"':iu,..a;!,‘ .. v Moelegs {2 tig PRETS Y IR PR Lo sl _,5:;1‘{ (d) Mesaages for places on another I{:ulway, the teleg‘raph of which is connected with thas
L] e R F Y ek R NS % . 15y i- ) IPUSI — 8aZC8 - ] . : ! |
¢ F*q!:_‘,. - Vi thtl, Zetey " & 1l e w8 Govgrnwent U- , of “'”2«.‘.;*' of the receiving leway, will be sent as follows 1 ‘.
LR in - ALY e YA ey Lied wteriice bpale dls N gy 1st.—If ncither the Recciving Ofiice nor any intermediato Railway Offico be connected wih, 5
l: ’ ‘“'k"“-sut i : - .o ’ . v . .
"R L aal S Al Varel aon 4 et dstopde o4 v ¥ ‘ Government Ollice, the message may be sent by the wires of the two Railways,
N, ns '0 the et oo 33 P Vo M3 o . 2nd.—If the Receiving Office or an intermediaie Railway Office be conneeted with a Goyery.
v " - ';Q. o . o N X )
h&,“‘ RS- WTRIE of e §aese ot Lol Ialoiency ja 4 w‘ . e ment Office * (or if there be a Government Office at the same place at the Recoiving \
. I} i e T304 ¢,0 % e W2 2 . . . . : .
6,.," Lo !E.QH,, v Perer jp., s i i N LTSI O RS 2o Office or any intermediate Office), or if there be a Government Ofce gt the place ¢,
TR e : Ty “ 24 5;‘] FY) P <, o ho» . A_“:, . . s . N
" ot .,.':':m RLITSTER ooy N » ‘ NORPIPY P . ( which the message is addressed, the message shall be transferred to the Governmer,;
Baiy g ? By TN cre | TMmLe e cr e { 1 d P ‘ ) Oifice at the Receiving Office or such intermediate Railway Office. ‘
Mg 1y T3 ey TR, . . BE ’ . B
Faey olher, . i, L RN IS f (¢)-—Messages for any place not on the Company’s Railway, nor oq 2y connectfd Railygy, ¢
1 5, “raplte €r Ylte g ety Tost et Yaee booondd oo shall be transferred to the Government Offico Connected with the {Railwa,y Office
3.’)!';“") ! ey Pef. Ty, Coutes A 5"; )_'&"’ nearest to the place at which the message is tendered. . {
M LI N } PRey A . F Y . - *
iy, g 1oy A °:n e et gonr, . W IR PPRELle R id (f).—In all cases in which a message is sent partly over Government and partly over Railway :
“Ar L3N lee, o T liry wlle s, Seacha Doy arg ) peete ’;., pl ! wires, the Government shall receife one-half the charge for the message, If s
hoye e . - ‘.:.;z,,‘,,; L .8 AR Foee-d R RE R A ‘ i of morefthan one Com any, the remain; ¢
\ Ly 5y ¢ iy Ceery . Petilanre g, Mlaisl ol 1T e wat® N RS ; message goes over the wires 0 ' P : Y, aining half shall p, ;‘
Mery ) Ny 3 Govery | s g By dery s %% of Ther Seed Ds 63 ") ., B ,-i.‘ 5 : ;' divided equally between the Companies over whose wires tho message passeg, i
LON M, IR S BEARAL IR RRPE 465 PY RN Jaes 405 . to =t o i
L3N LT AT RN ., el ;
I N RTIE FYISTI ; L2aa b AN L o . A ) i
a7 Ty Ly, 2 ferier e Thar . RS PR N e NS I 8 . 3 * This addition i3 required to {?:OV;)J?: {’ortthosg c;;)seghn;dwhlch it may not be found desirable ¢ ®onnecy 4, £
T the : NN e ERlenne Vel Titecrnat, FTRPRPRETS S perie ik i Government and Eailydy Otlices by wire, but to transfer by hand. . ' :
i Wepy., BRI SF BF T Toet R B g Ay f E
e e, ES L e I4 ’ -t 3-‘ ﬁ‘p’ " )
"'h'; d -~ uh’i' FY. L . e B pX J¢ }
LI DAY : 'u,:,,_,‘ N Fhd e preat 1 vue e AU RTEL AT ! s
.'l " “u . R L Miee.f s dw iy 1208 i1 b ;,'),' N l
' 2 s Nop, 9a AT | Vo dt [
"‘ng:""’ 0&!! ia !‘c', LA ¥ 5l n‘( SIRY ‘:“035“_'.. il ﬁ"! r‘p! | ‘ £
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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

16 April 1873,
——

far as the conveyance of paid telegrams is concerned, should, in their dealings with
each other, have but one object in view, namely, the provision of the best and most
rapid telegraph service practicable, .

I1.—That such service cannot be obtained unless there is cordial co-operation between the

Government and the Railway systems, and that 5 combination against the Government
of two or more Railway Companies is fatal to such co-operation.

IIL—~That apart from considerations of general polity and good administration, the financigl

IV.—That there are no uniform rules in foree to govera the interchange of messages and
that, consequently, combination can and does extensively exist to the detriment of
the general telegraph traffic of the country,

V.—~That as a resuli of this combination, great delay occurs to messages owing to the
refusal of the Railway Companies to transfer them to the Government lines when the
wires of another Company are available,*” -

) . .
VIL.—That in consideration of the fact, that on the Wires of a Railway Company, Railway

extent which is impossible in the Railway Offices, and that the sgientific arrangements
made in the Government Telegraph Department for the direct transmission of messages
over long distances are much superior to any in existence, or even Lecessary, on any
Railway, it is most desirable, in the interests of the general community, that any
system of combination should be prevented which hag for its object to deprive senders
of messages unnecessarily of the advantages that the State Telegraphs in India offer, »

standing the independent position of those companies, ag compared with the Guaranteed Com-
panies of India, over the management of which the Government must necessarily exercise

supervision and control.

16. This question is quite distinct from the varioug other pointg raised in connection with
the management of Railway Telegraphs in thig country, and I trust I shall be excugeq for again
urging upon you the necessity for an early authoritative raling to permit of the enforcement o P

the present English practice), I strongly recommend their immediate application to the whole
Railway system of India.

¥ Aga testimony to the superiority of the work domne by a State Tele. b over that i :
of the greater usefulness of the former in g publie point of view, and ofg;:rﬁé) necessic; 0?2‘5;:11'1:1;&;})1{3 %ilillvv;?; E;:;gfnnsm:s’

adjuncts only to the State Telegraphs, I quote an extract from the last Report, of M
General on the working of the Telegraphs of Grea Britain, which applies withppeculiar gigu&aﬁ%r&to the Postmaster

Speaking of the eomparative insignificance of the pablie telegraph tramg of th
Ar. Scudamore writes—

* [ ®  ¢“ Thig is not only becanse the Position of the Railway Statio i
to the development of telegraphic traffie, it ig glgo because at Railwy;xy Statillsnss’t}?: :t:é:gz;
ig mncertain, becanse messages on Railway buginegg have priority over the public me,
transmission, though ample for the wants of the Railway Compauies‘ are not sufficient to secu
of public messages as is secured to them on the posta) wires. The Railway Telegraph 3tayi
adjuuct, bat, of course, a usefal adjunct, to the system,”

e Engligh Railway Compam‘es,
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