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) Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,.

16¢h A pril 1873,
No. 220. Read "the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
) Railways, dated Madras, 4th March 1878, No. 134:—

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting
Engineer for Railwaj, dated Madras, 28th February 1873, No. 155.

- Wirk reference .0 your letter No. 154, dated the 14th instant, and to G- 0.
No. 398 of the 6th idem, I have the honour to forward herewith, for submission to
Government, a copy of the depositions taken at the trial of the Section Maistry and
the Line Watchman who were concerned in the accident that occurred on the 23rd
of November last between Arcot and Sholinghur. I enclose also a copy of the
{finding of the Court, from which it will be gathered that the prisoners were
acquitted. i

2. VWith regard to the 2nd paragraph of the Order of Government referred
to above, I have the honour to enclose a copy of the Trafic Manager's letter
No. C126-129 of this date, in which he expresses his opinion as to the conduct of
the Chief Guard upon the occasign in question, firstly, in causing the under guard
to leave his brake-van ; and, secondly, in not himself remaining with his train after
the accident had occurred. »

3. I quite concur in the views expressed by Mr. Church, and I may mention
also that when the conduct of the guards was under consideration by the Committee
before which the evidence in this case was taken, it was, under all the circum-
stances, considered undesirable and unnecessary to take any action in the matter.

4. T trust that in passing final orders upon this \subject, His Excellency the
Governor in Council will be pleased to deal with the question of the bursting of
the tank, which was the original cause of this disaster.

< €

From the Trafic Manager, to'the Agent and Hanager of the Madras Railway Company, dated
Madras, 28th February 1873, No. C126-129,

‘Accident at 60th Mile, South- West Line, 23rd November 1872.

Wita reference to the Consulting Engineer’s letter No. 154, dated 14th instant, there can be
no doubt that the Chief Guard was in error in allowing the under guard to leave his own van, but
looking at his explanation, namely, that the under guard’s brake-van was very much exposed to the
weather, that the non-preparation of the Truck Way Bill would inevitably have detained the train
at Arconum, and that the train was a comparatively light one scarcely requiring more than one
brake, I think the Chief Guard may be exonerated from blame.

9. With regard to the Chief Guard leaving his train after the accident, it will be remem-
bered that his own intention was to remain with the train in his own van, and that he only left it
at the solicitation of the driver and firemen, who considered such a course attended with danger,
believing at the time that the water would continue to rise. Deprived of shelter of any kind and
suffering from a severe cut in his head, it would appear somewhat inbuman to punish the man for
not remaining within sight of his train (for he could not remain near it) during so wild a pight.

»

SusyiTTED for the consideration of Government, with reference to their order,
dated the 6th February 1873, No. 398.

(Signed) J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
: Consulting Enginecr for Railways.
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