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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 11tk January 1873,

No. 200.  Read the following letter from the Consulting Enginéer for Railways,
to the Secretary to Government,' Public Works Department, dated Madras,
12th December 1872, No. 684 :— : )

Wirn reference to paragraph 2 of the Order of Government, No. 2,861, dated
5th December 1872, I have the honour to state that the letter from the Govern-
ment of India, communicated with G. O. No. 2,382 of 10th October 1872, has
been communicated to the Agents of.the three Railway Companies in this Presi-
dency, and their special attention has been drawn to the subject.

2. The reply* from the Agent of the Madras Railway, with reference to

. paragraph 3 of the letter from the

* No. 777, dated 24th October 1872, Government of India, is enclosed.

3. It will be seen that the Locomotive Superintendent will be deputed to
examine personally the spare engines on the East Indian or the Scinde, Punjab,
and Delhi Railway so soon as the drawings and specification referred to in the
Order of Government, No. 2,388, dated 11th October 1872, have been received.

4. Withreference to the first part of paragraph 2 of the Order under acknow-
ledgment, it should be explained that the portion of the indent in question which
was sanctioned by the Government of India in their letter of 26th J uly last was

forwarded to the Board of Directors on the 10th September last for compliance.
. e
From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 24th October 1872, No. 737.

Wira reference to your letter No. 859 of the 18th instant, and to G. Q. No. 2,382, dated the
10th idem, I have the honour to state that I fully recognize the advantage which might in many
cases be derived by our purchasing stores from other Railway Companies in India instead of
indenting upon England for them. This course I would only recommend however in cases where
we could purchase in this country at prices cheaper than those at which we could obtain the

rticles from Eagland, and, as you know, in one or two instances the prices asked by other Railway
Companies have precluded our giving effect to the course suggested.

2. With the exception of the engines required for the Locomotive Department, we are not at -

present in need of stores tosuch an extent as would, in my opinion, justify my sending a competent
officer to Bombay to select and inspect them, as that course would entail considerable expense 28
well as the absence from duty of the head of a department. I propose however to depute the
Locomotive Superintendent to examine personally the engines which it has been suggested we
should purchase from the East Indian or the Scinde, Punjab, and Delhi Railway Company, and

. thenecessary arrangements will be made so soon as we receive the drawings and specifications
referred to in Government Order No. 2,388, dated the 11th instant.

3. I willalso writeto the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway Company
and ask for a complete price list of the surplus stores which he has for disposal, as the last we
have received is dated July 1871, :

No.” 201. OrpER THEREON, 11th January 1873, No. 103,
| RAILWAY, No. 25.

OzrDERED to be recorded.

(Trne Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government,

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
Ixd. E. C, Shunker,
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From V
The Agent and Manager.
, To ’ ..
The Consulting Iingineer < ,
.-
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