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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
— 2ud Apral 1873.

No 77 Read the following Proceedings of the Government of India in the

Public Works Department, (Irrigation,) dated Fort William, 13th January
1873, No 141 —

Progress of Irrigation Works in Mad) as during 1871-72.

Read the following Despatch from the Secretary of State for India, to the Govern-
ment of India, dated 4th December 1872, No 110

1 rave1ecerved your Excellency’s letter, No. 126, of the 1st October last, for-
warding copies of a statement received from the Government of Madras, showing
the progiess made on works under execution fiom Loan Funds 1n that Presidency
during the year 1871-72, and of your observations thereon,

2 The results shown in this statement must certainly, as you remark, be
regarded as  very unsatisfactory,” less than 50 per cent of the grant having been
expended on works, nor can I consider the reasons assigned for the short Zutlay
in the Godavery and Kistna Deltas sufficient to account for the slow progress of
the works there, wiulst the excuse of the local officer for deficient worI:at the
anicut across the Vellaur River seems to me quite invalid

3. It should be impressed upon the Local Governmeats and Adpunistrations
that, i theiwr applications for assignments from the Loan Fund. care should be
taken to ascertain first whether the amounts asked for can be reall;’ utilized within
the year, for 1t 1s, as you say, ¢ of little use assigning
half of the g1ant 13 to be worked up to }

4 I desire that this despatch may be communicated to the Government of
Madras, with nstructions to make further Inquiry into the causes of these falures
on the part of the local Engimeers, and 1f arising fiom any want of the cordial
co-operation of the Revenue Authorities, or from defective arrangements 1n the
Engineer Departmient, to take measures to prevent a recurrenceaof difficulty 1n
carrying out Pubhp Works 1n Districts which 1n previous years supplied labour
to the Upper Godavery Works, now no longer 1n operation, and whence 1t is
believed emigration 1n search of manual labour to the ,
prevails

funds annually, 1f only one-

Province of Burmah still

e ————

OzpEr —Ordered, that a copy of this despatch be forwarded to the Governe
ment of Madras for information, with request that the Government of India may
be favoured with a report as to the causes of the short outlay and slow progress
on works under construction.

‘ (Signed) G. T. SKIPWITH, Captain, RE,
Asstt. Secy to the Govt of Ind:a.

No 78 ORDER THEIREON, 2nd Afml 1873, No 1,023
IRRIGATION, No 5 ° OzrpEep that the following letter
be sent —

(Here cnter No 1,024, dated 2nd Apnl 1873 )
(True Extract )

(Signed) G. W WALKER, Colonel, RE,
Secretary to Government.

Exd S T. Austin '
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No 1,024

— vy B

To

JUNRPRIPIRA

Tue SECRLTARY 10 tHE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
Punric Works DrPARTMENT

T TaN N Sir,—With reference to the Order
IRRIGATION, No of the Government of India, No 141,
| of the 13th January, I am desired to
intimate the surrender, in compliance with the injunctions of paragraph 3 of
! despatch from the Secretary of State for India to which 1t gave cover, of the
. following sums entercd 1n the applications for Loan Funds made by this Govern-

ment for outlay 1n the year 1873-74, namely,—

1 Re

No 1 Rooskhooha Project .. " 50,000

i ' ,, 4 Extension of Irrigation in the Godavery Central Delta 50,000

5 Unnemoolunka Project 20 000
,» 11 Sungum Project . 20 000
‘ 15 Nerimjeepett Project . 20,000

"

1 ,, 16 Perryaur Project . 50,00

|
? Making a reduction of  2,10,000
b on the total of Rupees 9,06,300 asked for
Q. These sums should not, in compliance with standing orders, have been
‘ entered 1n the Irmgation Budget of 1873 74, representing as they do projects
which are either immature(Nos 1, 4, 5, and 15), or as Nos 11 and 16, unsanctioned
1 and unlikely to be sanctioned during the year in question  Reduced by these
sums the Government, I am 1nstructed to say, are sanguine that the Budget allot-
ment will be fully worked up to *

3 The particulars furnished 1in the Report by the Accountant General of the
Public Works Department on the Madras Appropriation Account of 1871-72 have
l been accepted by the Government of India as explanatory to a certun extent of

the causes of the short outlay on Extraordinary Woiks of that year, and 1t1s
desirable that the Ilome Government should be furnished with that report for therr
fuller information on the subject
4 1 am to add thatin no case 1s the short outlay attributable to anv want
' of cordial co-operation of the Revenue Authorities, though 1t may be ascnibed 1mn
) some measure to defective arrangements in the Lngineer Department, such as
proposing to carry out work simultancously all over the Godavery and Kistnt
Deltas without a sufficiently strong and experienced executive, and 1 the face of
additional openings for labour, both Industrial and Aguicultural, winch have
seriously 1nterfered with 1ts permanent supply 1n those districts There 1s no doubt
that & conuderable rise of the labour rate will have, however reluctantly, to be
conceded by the Executive Oflicers 1n charge before they effectiy ely compete with
. ! the demands which attract 1t elsewhere and are alluded to by Ils Grace the
Secretary of State
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