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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Lublic Works Department,
19tk February 1872.

Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,

dated Madras, 27th January 1872, No. 41 :—
I mavE the honour to report that last week I inspected the works in construc-
tion along the Neilgherry Branch Line.

2. The branch leaves the main line nearly a mile from the Pothanore station
g0 as to make use of the Noyel bridge. The earthwork is thrown up for upWa;'ds,
of two miles, as far as the bund of the Coimbatore tank; but an interraption there
occurs through the tank having been filled by late rains, and the embankment
and bridge through the deep part of the ta:"(‘;are delayed for some time till the

No. 308.

tank gets low again.
The Coimbatore station is just above. ae tank between the native town and

the houses of the English residents ; the 1 ne is traced through the station, and
beyond the earthwork is thrown up as far as Goodaloor, 14 miles, generally ;bout
up to foundation level, with gaps lcft; at the approaches to the Iarge; bridges.
From 14th to 23rd mile the earth is thrown up over the whole Ien:th with
. gaps only for the masonry works, but not to the full heicht in man; ’)Iace
More than half of the earthwork, however, is done. °© 1 8.
After the 23rd mile nothing has been done beyond marking the centro
line. The last 2 miles terminating at Mettapollium are the alternative line
lately determined on by the Government so as to keep the station on the Ligh

ground above the valley of e Bowany.

3. Of the lo=zer bridges the following is the present condition.

At 5 miles ~J chains two 64 feet girder openings. The south abutment and
pier are built up to the girder bed; the north abutment is only just begun, four
or five courses in. A

At 5 miles 68 chains four G4 feet girder openings, not begun.

At 6 miles 46 chains threc 30 feet openings. The south abutment is just
begun ; no more work done. |

At 10 miles 17 chains two 64 feet girder openings. The abutments are built
up to girder bed ; the centre pier is not begun,

At 12 miles 3 chains two 64- fect girder openings. The foundations are got
in at the south abutment, which is brought up to ground level ; the rest not

*

begun. .
A't 19 miles 4 chaing four 64 feet girder openings. The north abutment is

built within 4 feet of the girder bed; tle south abutment foundations are just
begun. The piers are designed to be of screw piles, but from the dipof the rock
from the left bank the first pier may probably be founded on rock at but little
depth, at the site of the second pier there is deep ground, but at the third pier
khoker is met with at no great depth. The Resident Engineer, Mr. Scott, is
haying borings taken across the bed with a view t_b ascertain if the design should

L3

bp altered. .
4, Minor bridges.—~On these considerable progress has-been made. On the

93 miles of line there are only seven of ;he small masonry works that are not
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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Pub

19tk Februuary 1873,

>

lic Works Departmens,

5. SrATxons,—-Gooa’ialoor.~The' fo
being excavated as I passed, and the fo

Karamadi.—The platform wall is by;
the foundations of th

Coimbutore.~Nothi

Swampy. At the northern part of ‘the station
from the effects of an unusual fall of rain in N

8 some alteration is made in la
it out. The Chief Engineer I understand is going to Coimh

will then be able to give his personal

ying
atore shortly and he

flicient waterway at 111 miles, think
I will ask the

choking up the side drainage, that the unfini
Leavy rains.

8. Rails and sleepers are delivered glon 14 miles i
g of th
of work has been done considering the tiye sin oline. A great deal

o & CC operations were fair]
the masonry work, as now built, is very oood, rly begun, and

A drawing of each bridee 3
at the time and sent to the Chijef Engineer’s officq for recogrd. rioge is made

e
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Proceeding 19¢h February 1872.

2. PB. ac

. . ing the stations
:h, 2 view to the submission of estimates for connecting
ivisi th a vi .
7th Division w1
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ith the et i f the Chief Engineer 1t 18 presumfad has be?r.l aof thy;
3. The attention o d in paragraphs 5 and & regarding the position
‘ 1 =)

i i iles.
requested to the pOu:Its; }?eogrseuiﬁciency of waterway at the 11th and 18th mi
&g’m tion an
stal (True Extract.')
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Financial Department.
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