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‘Proceedinga of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
~ 5th February 1872.
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* No. 89. ~ Read the following letter from the Deputy Consulting Engineer for
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qx“k e | ‘ W 1? ‘ Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
G N : r% ' dated Madras, 16th January 1872, No. 23 :— -
it o ot g : A . .

ot

. WiTH reference to G. O., No. 51, of the 9th instant, I have tho honour to
. submit copy of the orders of the Directors of the Madras Railway on their Agent’s
i+ letter regarding the construction of the Cheyaur bridge by Mr. Edward Joh:ston.
’ 2. I also send extract from the letter to the Board ( paragraphs 2 and 3)
referred to in the Agent’s letter (enclosed) No. 22, dated 12th January 1872. - L
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- ‘ From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Acting Consulting Engi-
. neer for Railways, dated Madras, 12th January 1872, No. 22.
, ‘ Wirs referenceto your letter No.17 of the 11th instant, I have the hon our to enclose you 2

® No. 483, dated 8th Decomber 1871. copy of the orders* of the Directors on my
. t, 975, , B8thNovember ,, lettert to them regarding the construction of
the Cheyaur bridge by Mr. Edward Johnston.
2. You will learn from paragraphs 2 and 3 of 1y letter to the Board, No. 952, {a copy of
which is sent to you to-day,) that, in accordance with my instructions I gave Mr. Johnston notice .
. that his agreement would cease and determine on Saturday, the 6th instant. o
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From JULIAN BYRNE, Esq., Secretary, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railwéy .
; . Company, dated London, 8th December 1871, No. 483-. C .
, . Tee Board have had under their most careful consideration your letter No. 975, together
with. the report of the commission appointed by Government to inquire into the causes of the
. " failure of the Cheyaur bridge, as well as Mr, Edward Johnston’s letter of explanation on the same
' ‘subject. They cannot accept as satisfactory the reasons assigned by Mr. Edward Johnston for his . -
- great neglect of duty in failing personally to see that the foundations of that important work were
. sunk to the prescribed depth, and builtin a thoroughly substantial manner. Mr. Johnston has offered” -
no explanation of his having, without such personal knowledge, recorded the very strong assurances =
. he gave on these points, thereby practically misleading his superiors as to the quality of the work.
- . The Directors feel, therefore, that they can no longer repose in Mr. Johnston that confidence
- which is essential to his future usefulness in their service, and that it is more for the advantage
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Hi D Y of the Company that his connection with them should cease. ~Counsiderin g, bowever, Mr. Johnston’s
L e - previous long service, and the palliating circumstances which have been adduced in his behalf,
St o I am to convey the Board’s authority to your terminating, as you have recommended, Mr. John- -
e ston’s engagement by giving him three months’ pay and a passage to England, .
q“ﬁ":#l)fjr el : . ' ' 7 \ ,
ety - 1 Eztract from a letter from the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, to the Board of ’
i P Director's, No. 975, dated 8th November 1871. ) R
iy g oo N ) ) S o ) FiD
L L { - 2. In due course a copy of the order of Government was forwarded to Mr. Edward Johnston, . i
e g + - for such remarks as he might dgaire to offer, and these were furnished in his letter of the 17th . ce e e : j? :
e of August 1871. o : S I IR S A -
-~ . . , ‘ . v ‘ C e
A ; 3 1 hgve now the honour to request that thefDlxrectors will be so good as to give their care- . ?
AL i AN b : ul consideration to th i :
ok i e ! % Copy sent to the Board with letter No. 956, 14th Jaly . o thereport of the Committee,
‘o 1871 : and to the observations thereon contained in . .-
Opy sent to the Board with D, 0O, letter from Actin * T
| Agont and Manager, dated 2600 Asgst 1871 g  the order of‘ Government, and also to Mr. C
T ‘ ‘ * Johnston’s remarks as contained in his lettert .
. L I mentioned above. . oo
i o -+ (True Extract) - R -
g e i L : (Signed) C.J.SMITH, Captain, R.E.,, . = .~
R IRty i 3 ‘ - o . PR ) e ’ .
T i ey FE - . - Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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