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1 oceedmos of the Jlladms G overnment, Public Works .l)epartment,l
- 20¢h JanuarJ 1872. .

s

. In connection With this subject 1 may mention that I received the accom-
panying petition from one Rungiah Naick, with the Collector’s endorsement No.
783, dated 13th June 1871 (niarked E.), complaining that Balakristna Moodelliar
is in the habit of receiving bribes, and has been ‘¢ generally plundermu’ in the

e ‘ME) lore Talug. This petition was sent on by me to the Range Oﬂicer with an
endorsement No. 1,016, dated 26th June 1871, requestm(r that the Actmg 'laluq‘

Overseer, Nanahnvum Pillay, may be d1rected to conduct the necessary inquiry,

-'and to forward his report at an early date with the Ranrre Officer’s remarks thereon, ‘

Instead, however, of complying with my request, Mr. Leggatt took it upon himself

to place the matter in the hands of the Meylore Tuhsildar, whose letter No. 142 of

the 9th August 1871, forwardlng the records of his Proceedmors connected with

~ this case, is herethh submxttod for information, (marked F.), with 1ts twenty-su :

enclosures.

6. On calling - upon \Ir. Leggatt for an explanatron as- to why he took thls
matter out of the hands of the Acting Taluq Overseer, I\acralmwum Pillay, who,
“from not being mixed up in the matter, appeared to me the very man to. conduct

‘ the inquiry, he (Mr. Leggatt) replied that he did so at the Pillay’ 8 OWn request, :
. The Pillay, however, not only denies this, but produces a pencil memorandam in -
which Mr. Leggatt desires him to return all the papers connected with the case, as -

he (Mr. Leggatt) was gomn' to dlspose of it himself.

. . 7. Tam of oplmon that the Tahsﬂdar 8 letter above reforred to could scarcely -
Instead of arriving at some decmon he merely talks. of .

e less unsatrsfactory
the discrepancy between the statements of the mtnesses, as if this were a novel
‘prooeedmo' and ¢ leaves 1t to the Range Officer’s consideration and Judcrment ”

8. Ttwill be observed that the Whole of the evxdence, adverse to the Overseer h

(s forwarded in Tamil ; but the pleader’s lenﬂthy defence i is submrtted m English.

9. It will: also be observed that this pleader consuders that the Overseer s |

innocence is, in a measure, proved by the following crrcumstance —

‘ “ It is also admltted by the complamant that hlS state is too low and he is
“lrardly able to mamtaln hlmself” ~

, 10.. What chance, may I ask, has a poor man of obtammg Justlce when the
adverse council is allowed to put in such a plea as this ? :

11. As the manner in which the Tahsildar has dlsposed of tlus buslness has ‘:

- been the ocecasion of considerable comment, I thought it my duty to bring the
matter to the notice of the Madura District Magistrate for such 1nstruct10ns as hg
- might consuler necessary to 1ssue m ‘the matter.

12, In reply, Mr. McQuhae sent me the enclosed letter, (marl{ed G ), No. 249, |

dated 5th September 1871, stating that the ' course adopted in this matter appears
to him highly 1rrerrular, and that ¢ the Tahsildar exercised sound discretion jn

4
“arriving at no deCISlOIl on this i 1nqu1rv for he had no authonty to arrive e at any
. L decrsmn. o ' :

13. - T conceive that there are fevw persons Wlll concur wrth tlns SLntunent

1 thmk that it W‘“ be generallv conceded that a ’\lamstrate, who exercises somj |
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Proceedmgs of the Madras ("overnment Publzc Works Department
29¢h January 1872.

. discretion” and who is guided by hOnourable feelings, will not make the pretence
of taking up a casein Whlch he is perfectly well aware from the first that he has no
and that he would, in truth, have exercised a “ sound

- jurisdiction whatever
: : ng to interfere in it at all or 1f he dxd take it up by

discretion”, either by declini
glvmo his unbiassed opinion thereon.
141 regret to have to trouble the Government wrth this lenothy statement
but I think that it is only dueto them that they should know the precise particulars
+ of the case in connection with Balakristna Moodelliar’s misconduct, and also that
* they may be aware of the difficulties with which I, as Superintending Engineer, am
surrounded in this district when attemptmcr to bring frauds on Government to hght.

ent Pleeder, to the Secretary to Government

) m
No. 568A. From the Govern 1"th January 1872, No. 1

Pubhc Works Department, dated Madras,

oceedings of
\VITH reference to the Pr warding certain papers relating toalleged

8th Decpmber 1871, No. 47-

lete Talaq Overscer in the Madura Dlstnct for my opinion, I have the honour

; erused the papers, and find that it is- 1mpo<;51ble to
.lzds"t‘zt?rotr’dalllell?:'}h?:l:‘ful;gzl)krlstna Moodelly can be successful]y prosecuted on -
" the charges preferred agaiust him by the Supermteng:nfr Enque?% o »blu
ngineer, in his letter to Government o 1 November
13712Onlr;ljnsuungzizlzirtll;ngril\s in respect of which heis of oplx)mto;: tl(rlat a crlm;n:

+ charge of fraud can be mamtamed against the late Overseer; x(zi ewoels n?, sdat
" the nature of the fraud nor Low itis brought home to the accuse y n; reg tar 0
+ these particular works, all that appears from the other fPatpels l:on]:l : :: )ezt:::;e
" (No. Lin the letter) of them, the Superintending Engineer, from per | ,

No. 3 in the letter) the -
' pecessary ; as to another (
. considers it to have been wholly un the bric c’ks used are not of good quahty s and’

present Talug Overscer reports thetd - pararrmph 2 of the lotter,) the Taluq

- a8 to another, (road No. 5, referre !
- Overseer say s’tlg rate allowed for removing grav el is evcesswe, in wluch, howev er,
e - "

' he is not confirmed by the Assistant Envmeer. ‘ A
: 3. I would suggest that the Supermtendnw Engineer be requested to specify
' t). you su

~ the esact nature of the frauds with whic

: evidence by which he proposes to suppor
. which information before me I's
result of & criminal prosecutxon anamst

;- 4. With regard to the charges of receiving bribes, etc., referred :1(; ;nlgare-
. graph 5, ete., of the Superintending En gmeel '3 letter, l may ob?erve dd a\f
. gone tlllouah the evidence. taken on the 1nqu1ry before the Tabsi ;‘;Iatril ax:l e;m ot
{ opinion that it is wholly msuﬂicwnt to gupporta crumnal cherge on t a cad ag a.ms
l) lakristna lIuodellv

Lalal\nstna Moodclly

f K | xeturn all the papers forw:trdccl tO me with thc above 1'efcrence..; H

i
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Government noted in the margin, for-

v

frauds by one. Balal\rlstna Moodelly, .

¢

VoL .

T /5

ch he charges the late Overseer, and the -
¢ the charge in each partlcular case, with -
ball be able to give an opinion as to the probable " ‘
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Proceedmtrs of the Madras Government, Public Works Depm'tment
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- ww — { frlmel /"/ fetorts M
No. 569. ORDDR THEREON, 29th January 1872, No. R75. | ‘ ;: | ' ' C\/ (&M/ N it/ «’Z/f K /7,
-~ CoMMUNICATED to the Superintending

| | S e fy U i tﬁ
ESTABLISHMENT, No. 44. .| g qineer of the 8th Division, with a |- { : /5(/”/ bon. 7 47[/”&///

view to his furnishing, if possnble the
‘i‘nformatio’n required in paragraph 3 of the letter from the Government Pleader.
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