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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o _ - et o 92nd January 1872 '
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. Read the following letters:—

- No. 857.. From the Acting Superinténding Engineer, 7th Division, to the Secre-
o - fary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Cassergode, 15th
L ‘December 1871, No. 200. '
~ . I mavethe honour to report that the Lunatic Asylum buildings at Calicut
1 Eistima.te, Rupeos 3‘500'. being, so far as the plan and estimato
1 Plan. ’ _gre concerned, nearly completed and

1 Copy of aletter from the Sanitary Commis- yeady to be handed over to the Medical

’ slonen No. 57 of 21st October 1871. Department, the ‘Sanitary Commis-
- sioner lately inspected them and addressed me regarding certain additions

and alterations he considers indispensable to allow of their being safely and con-

- veniently occupied by lunatics, etc. ete. A copy of his letter® i/s cnclosed for the
- ‘ ‘ information of Government, and I here-

’ “’ ‘ ’ " M - .
i+, *No.57 of 21st October 1871 with submit an estimate, amounting. o
quisitions deemed necessary, the

ust, I think, rest with the Medical

ro
1

. Rupees 3,500, which provides for all the Te
s omission of which from the original estimate It
e pepartment, by whom the plans, etc., Were approved.
c 2. I take this opportunity of reporting that, owing to the length of time the

B ‘work has been in hard, involving up-keep and repairs to more than half the builds

" ing for two monsoons, employment of watehmen, etc., etc., tho sanctioned estimate

of Rupees 34,000 will probably be excecded by 2} per cent, and I request that

- Government will, when sanctioning the estimate now submitted and allotting

_funds for the same, add a further amount of Rupees 850 to cover the excess under
. 5 per cent. above referred to; and, in order to allow of at least some of the cottages

being rendered fit for immediate use, I request permission £o direct their altera
tion as suggested by the Sanitary Commissioner from funds remaining at tho
Range Officer’s disposal for certain portions of the work still incompleted and not

immediately necessary, which can be Guished when the funds now applied for are

available,

. S
From the Sanitary Commissioner, Madras, to the Stperintending Engineer, 7th Division, Coimba-
tore, dated Calicut, 913t October 1871, No. C-57.

I mave the honour to state, for your information, that I have inspected the new Lunatie
ith the

Asylum buildings at Calicut, 2ccompanied by Majer G.V. Law and the Civil Surgeon, Wi
object of ascertaining, before the buildings are handed over by the Public Works Department, what
minor additions or alterations are needed to fit the place for the regeption of lunatics.

? 2. With the exception of some quarters for sweepers and privies for servants, which are

incomplete, and the levelling of the ground, the buildings are generally finished and supposed to
be ready for occupation. - R

’ 3. 'There are a fow particulars however in which I would sug

the buildings aré given over for occupation.

zest minor altcrations before

¢h block of the Asylum buildings is the same. The block consists
rvening spaces roofed over to serve a8 work-sheds or day-rooms,

climate like this where the rain-fall is so heavy and persistent.

" Each room has a door-way in front and rear ventilation, and light are further provided for by
. - four barred windows, high up from the ground. Two gmall rooms in the rearof cach ward w.ll

suffice, the ono for a night latrine, the other for & bath-ro0m.

3

4. The gencral plan of ea
. of three rooms or wards, with inte
. & verynecessary arrangement in 2

[
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Puvlic Works Departient,
22nd January 1872, :

. 5. The doors at present are essentially faulty for the custody of lunatics. The doors are
5me]y battened and open i{nwards, the fastenings being arranged to shut inside ; whereas it is an
essential of all establishments for lunatics that the doors of the wards should open outwards, and
that the warders in charge should be ablo to get into the room, or to lock or fasten it from the out-
side. These wooden doors are besides so insecure that I should advise their being replaced ly
iron barred doors, which would not only allow a freer ventilation of the wards, but would enable

the warders to see at once whether anything was amiss amongst the inmates.

" The pattern of door in the Madras Lunatic Asylum would answer very well, provided that
the iron barsare placed not more than five inches apart. In the Madras Asylum it has been found
by experience that the bars are too wide apart, and that a thin man occasionally succeeds in getting

through.
This suggestion applies to all the blocks.

6. The weather-boards provided for the windows of all the wards, except at the ends of th
blocks, are unnecessary, and, as they only tend to darken the wards, I recommend their removale

~ 7. The wooden revolving shutters in the sirall bath-rooms and night latrine-rooms should
be removed and iron bars substituted.  The weather-boards for the windows will be usefului
guarding these openings from too much sun and rain. B
8.” 1t is intended that the flooring ‘pf’ the several wards shall be of rammed cla,y' leeved wi
cowdung as is the custom of the people iq their cwn houses. Asa certain number of ;ilrhvp ;}mh
are sure to be received, I think it is necessary that one room in each block sheuld be floo pjl lé?ts
asphalte. Care should be taken in laying the asphalte to providé that water spilled on i];;e h“lth-
be rapidly drained off. As a daily washing of the Aoor would probably be necessary, it is ; ould
importance that the surface should be rapidly dried. ’ ot graat
9. The large double gate of the criminzl enclosure is not only unnecessary but a g
weakness, inasmuch as a criminal Junatic would be assisted by the gate hinges in getting ::::i;:

.

top, whereas he would find a difficulty in climbing the wall., 1 suggest that this gate be ¢ ken
: ks aken

down and the wall completed, leaving only an ordinary strong door in the wall, such door bei
arranged to shut by a spring lock. It was never intended that the gateway to th; encloss:r hcmg
be big enough to admit a couple of carriages abreast. A criminal enclosure for lupat: o
have all the sccurity of a jail, : : unatics should
10. There is no separate yard for female criminal Junaties. The present block of thy *
inclades accommodation for twelve of this class ; but it is obvious that men and women —rs
allowed to inhabit the same yard in the day time. Oneof the rooms perbaps might be ci‘;nnot be
as a sleeping place for females, and for their custody in the day time the Superintende‘ f A
to make other arrangements. ‘ nt will have
~11. The three cells arranged as padded-rooms will answer forthe retention of “natt
requiring separatoe accommodation. -1t will net, 1think, be necessary to fit them up Withpatlen?g
.gide walls. The sma,ll‘loft above will be usefrl for the warders on duty. The ventilation ?i{dded
_ rooms being defective I have -suggested to Major ‘Law that, as a temporary arrange of these
may be cut in the doors. o . rangement, holes
12. In the building designed to be it’zsed as an hospital, ‘which is'on the same plan 25d size’
as the block in the criminal enclosure, there is no provision made for a bath-room. where L o
cold or shower baths might be administered. ’ ¢ ot and
- The flooring of all the hospital wards should, I suggest, be asphalted. One of the open space
between the wards might also be asphalted and fitted with a boiler for heating water ’andpu-it;
appliances for giving shower and douche-baths. The arrangements for the escape of W,ast
from the bath-rooms will also need attention. . 8 water
13, The water-supply on the site of fhe buildinig is eaid to be of good quality from wellg 3
laterite rock. It would be proper, I think, to- provide a well for the hospital and anothe;;'e 8 ;n
womens' enclosure, otherwise there will be: much trouble in carrying water to and for, - Thesoo:-v :u:.

i
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_in the first place about the womens' ward and hospital.

“fitted with two of the inexpensive kind of stoves,

Proceedings of the Madrus Government, I'ubisc 1 etis dicpus sment,
B . 22nd January 1872. S ‘

should have masonry platforms, parapet walls, and be fitted with strong wooden covers, the open-
ings in which should be fitted with hinges, hasps and staples, 8o as to admit of being sequre(.i by a
padlozk after use. Small bathing platforms and cisterns will be required close to the wel;s in the

male and female enclosures, and surface draing to carry off waste water.
14, The ground chosen for the site of the Lunatic Asylum having formerly been quarried for

laterite is very uneven and full of dangerous holes. The surface should be levelled and planted,
The male lunatics ultimatcly can be

employed in levelling their own grounds. ‘ ]
13, The boundaries of the property require to be defined and fenced. . |
ill have

16. The road to the Asylum should be improved, as I infer that the Civil Surgeon wi .
to visit it daily, and this he cannot well do if the road is not adapted for the passage of a carriage.

17. Each block of buildings, I observe, has been provided with a small cook-room and cover?d
latrine. * The multiplication of cook-rooms is undesirable. Ihave no doubt it will be found in
Practice most convenient to have the whole of the couking done in one place on the ground of
economy in labour, fuel, and supervision. One of the cook-rooms in the blocks for men should be

at Coimbatore, and of which you can doubtless furnish & plan.

18. In the block for females I observe no provision is made for the residence of a head
le on the spot and be in charge of

.female warder or matron, although some guch person must resi ' o
the women. The Luilding assigned as an office or store-room 18 larzer than will evex: be require
ng might be assigned for the

for the purpose, and, as a temporary measure, a portion of this baildi ‘
use of the matron, with temporary out-offices; but I think it will be necessary to have a suitable

building put up within the female enclosure. This, however, can be settled when it has been
determined whether the head female warder is to be a Luropean or Native,
19. The provision for the Superintendent and attendants of the Asylum would appear to be

ample,
20. Ihave to request that a ground plan of the various blocks of building, showing their

position and boundaries of the Asylum property, may be farnished for record in my office.

P.S.—Major Law informs me that he has an unexpended balance of about Rupees 1,500, and
I think that the building of privies for attendants may stand over for the present, leaving t_he
money to be expended, so far as it will go, in the altcration puggested. a

- , .
' S————

No. 387A.. From the Actiﬁg Superintending Engineer, 1st Division, to .the'
Sceretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaish-
weram, 27th December 1871, No. 3,027. . . -

WirH reference to G. O., No. 3,161, dated 15th December 1871, I have the

D eg‘:gz;;geti 8(%]-10., No. 3,161 of 15th 28(8)-0 o givenup by the Range Officer out of the
Do. as per G. 0., No. 3,174 of 16th year's grant, Rupees 11,000, for the
‘ ‘?30 Central Jail at Rajahmundry is Rupees

:&December 187L... ... o e e
mount required for the construction of 8,000, from which sum Rupees 5,530

the housc for the Superintendent of \ i
wr 3,000 ust be deducted for the purpose noted -

the Jail ... ..,
upees 2,470 available for other woiks,

I reported to the Inspector-General
al Jail which was likely to be availa.

-

in the margin, leaving a further balance of i

2'. I further beg to state that lmonths ago
of Jails the saving from the gré.nt for the Cent;‘
ble for other works, '~ '

- .
* - .

e

which have been introduced into the Central Jail -

honour to.inform you that the total rum

3
/
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Proceedm'rs of the Madras Government, Public Werks Department,
22nd January 1872,

No. 358. ORDER 'mnmzox,e"z?nd January 1872, No. 182.

Tur additions and alterations pro-
posed by the Santtary Commissioner
to the Lunatic Asylum buildings at
Calicut having already been approved by Government in the Judicial Depal*ment
in Proceedings No. 1,594, dated 28th November 1871, the estimate of Rupees 3,500,
submitted with the foregomw letter, 1s sanctioned. The Government also approve
of the proposal in the conclading portion of Colonel Farewell’s letter for render-
ing some of the cottages fit for immediate use, pending an allotment of funds to
cover the supplemental estimate now sanctioned and the excess of Rupees 850 f #ﬁaft/(md
over the original estimate; and towards meeting this additional demand the ,
sum of Rupees 2,000 will be transferred from the amount surrendered by the , - , : oo : ‘/éa ) / / Y

CIVIL WORKS, No. 18.

iy i TR S WSt i Sigmyuttetr S g, e e s
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Superintending Envmeer of the 1st Division from the grant for the Rajahmundry

Central Jail.
(True Extract).
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To the Acting Superintending Engineers, 1st and 7th Divisiona. ‘
,, Controller of Public Works Accounts. ’ ! :
i

Judicial Department. ,7
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