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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
4th January 1872.

No. 14. Read the following letter from the Acting Chief Engineer for Irriga-
tion, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Deparument, dated

Fort St. George, 7th December 1871, No. 87 :—.

I H4VE the honour to inform you that the Accountant-General, Public Works
Department, having called upon this

i gf::zrjelr\f:’ 439 of 30th November 1871, oflice to furnish particulars of the
amounts shown against the head ** Profit
(Capital and Loan accounts) of the Madras Irrigation

and Canal Company for the half-year ending 31st March 1871, the matter was
referred to the Government Examiner, who submitted statements which showed that
the balances under * Profit and Loss,” as indicated in the accounts in this office,
differed from those in the accounts in the Agent’s office ; as, however, the amounts
shownin the accounts of the two offices correspond up to the 31st March 1869, it
was supposed that there would be no great difficulty in checking the differences
which have ariseh since that date. The Agent, however, in his letter, No. 439,
dated 30th N ovember, states, ¢ that the differences date from a much more remote

and Loss” in the balance sheets

Period” than that fixed by me ; if so, the statements submitted by the Agent for

the quarters previous to March 1869 could not have accorded with the entries in

t

his ledger, and the Agent applies for a clérk on Rupees 100 per mensem for a ‘

- period not exceeding one month to enable him to furnish the information required.

2. "Under the circumstances I would solicit the sanction of Government to
the entertainment of an additional clerk on the part of the Agent as derired, but

" would sug
vacation.

.

.
—

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, to the Acting Chicf
Engineer for Irrigation, dated Madras, 30:h November 1871, No. 439. ,

Wit referencg to your letter, No. 175 of the 27thinstant, drawing attention to certain alleged

discrepancies in the account of *‘ Profit and Loss,"” I have the honour to inform you that Ishall have

much pleasure in instituting the necessary investigation of the account with a view to furnish the

iflformation required, but that I cannot do it with the means at my disposal.

2. My diminished staff are fully occupied with the current business of the office, and not one
of them can be spared for this unforeseen scrutiny of old and ‘* passed” accounts. It is necessary,
therefore, that additional assistance should be afforded to me. The nature of the work is such
that an unskilled hand, and one new to the details, would be uscless. It happens that a writer
of many years’ experience in the business, and who was lately discharged, is at liberty, and I shall
be glad if you will obtain sanction for his employment for a period not exceeding a month, at
Rupces 100. As this man's services are available only for a very limited period, I shall thank you

to expedite the sanction.

, 3. As the limits which you fix for the discrepancies would seem to imply a very'prompt

solution of the difficulty, itis right that I should inform you that the differences date from a much
Imore remote period than the date fixed by you.

4. Upon the subject of the causes of the differences, it will be necessary for me to submit

an claborate explanation which will ozcupy some time, and which will more properly be furnished

when I make the report now called for.

’
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