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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Public Works Department,
9¢th January 1872.

No. 92. ° Read the following letter from the Controller of Public Works
Accounts, to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 23rd November 1871, No. 2,159 :—

Tug Officer in chargeof the Virdachellum Range of the South Arcot District
ontaining remarks of a conflicting

has submitted certain completion reports c
Government of the circumstance.

nature that I consider it necessary to acquaint

2. The completion reports referred to are for the repairs of roads executed
from maintenance grants during the past official year, and- certified to by the
'Local Fund Oversecr as * having been fully exccuted to the extent of the estimate
in‘a substantial manner and of the best materials and workmanship, and corre-
sponding in all respects with the sanctioned estimate.”

8. The Range Officer’s remarks, however, are, in respect of the repairs of
those roads which he has inspected, most condemnatory ; their condition, after the
}?Ss.e of the brief period of about six months, being described as * very bad” or

isgraceful,” the roads ¢ lacking material”’ in most instances.

4. The adverse opinion conveyed in the Range Officer’s remarks, and the

anomaly of a Local Fund Overseer granting certificates for the eompletion of works,
Wex:e brought to the notice of the Superintending Engineer of the Division, with
a view to his opinion being obtained as to whether the certificates in question can
be accepted by this office. I beg to submit, for the information of Government,
f a reply® received from that

* No. 22 N Copy ° P . .
0. 228, dated 16th November 1871 officer, and to solicit the favour of further

instructions.
—

From the Officiating Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the Controller of Public Works
Accounts, dated Cuddalore, 16th November 1871, No. 228.

IN returning the enclosures received with your letter, No. 427 of 14th instant, I have the

16 Comy lotion Certificates honour to. offer a few remarks which will, I hope,

i ’ prove satisfactory, save many future references,

and account for what may have seemed to you remarkable and unnecessary delay in the submission

of documents by the officer now in charge of the Virdachellum Range.
o5 2. Mr. Hawksworth took charge of the range (which had very frequently changed hands) on
5th July of the present year, and found many incomplete works of the previous year, as also

m .
any works completed, or supposed to be completed, for
certificates.

3. Ile has had no opportunity of seeing any of this work while in prozress, and for very

much of it, to wit, work on roads and the supply of road material (to which class of work the
after the lapse of even

:e:hﬁca‘tes ‘m_der reference relate), it is simply impossible that any one can,
ery short time, furnish a certificate such as is required.
) 4, Mr. Iawksworth is conscientious enough to enter remarks which form a gort of protest
' agam8§ his being called on for these certificates, and I must say I entirely sympathise with him,
an({ think you have no option but to accept the certificates as they stand.
Anot h5er .I would remark, in conclusion, that the prac.tice of removing o
) is bad enough, and fost detrimental to the efficiency of any departmen
_mm(?“s when these changes are made near the close of an official year, before or after.

ffcers from one range to

which he is called on to furnish complete

t, but it is absolutely
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
9th January 1872,

6. With regard to road maintenance allotments, I sce no reason whatever why the officer in
charge on Ist April should not be able to furnish the required certificates even were he transferred
to another range the following day.

————

No. 93. ORDER THEREON, 9th January 1872, No. 48.

Tue Government are of opinion
that, although Mr., Hawksworth may not
be able to certify to the execution of
work on the roads referred to by the Controller of Public Works Accounts in the
terms of the authorized completion certificate, he should, after having personally
inspected the roads, be able to form an intelligent opinion as to whether the
expenditure said to have been incurred was actually laid out, and he will now be
requested through the Superintending Engineer to state his views on the subject.

2. Range Officers will in future be required in handing over charge of a
range to furnish to their successors g satisfactory certificate of expenditure or
completion for all maintenance grants which may have been expended by them,
and the transfer of Range Officers at the close of the official year will, as far as

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 13.

_ possible, be in future avoided.

(True Extract.)

’ Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engin‘eer, Sth Division,
To all other Superintending Engineers.
To the Controller of Public Works Accounts.
To Major R. B. Kennedy.
-
Exd. E. C. Shaoker,
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