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- PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
PUBLIC. :

No3 ?é/ss‘y.

THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD STANLEY,
. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA. -

My Lorbp,

TO

Para. 1. With reference to our Dispatch

Public Works, 20th October 1857, Nos, 1, 2, 3.
D of the 3rd November 1857 No. 18 we have

0. 12th January 1858+, 15 °16.

‘ h 4 Do 30th March ,, » 72at75. ) ) )
R v - . Public Works Consultation, 28th Sept, 1858, Nos 49 to 1. the honor to submit for your L01-dsh1p's infor-
Do do 23rd Nov. ,, 4 64 65. . . . . . e
- - Do do olst Decr. 5, = 43 44 mation, in the order in which it is recorded
~ - . A . Do do 18th Jany 1859, 22 %3 in our Cousultations, the further correspond-
- ~ — 4 “ R . 0 9 ” . .
) s ) - : R S To do 25th Fdo w9 g(; at 54. ence that has passed with the Government of
- Lt - . - ’ B th . at 99. . . ..
’ : S - , : . RE,O 33 ',2.,. M‘;};{h Tt 17, India regarding the Navigation of the Goda-
T P . i : . . Y Public Works  do  ~ 2204 » o 1 f4A0)6) very River. .

2. 1na Dispatch dated 29th June 1858, Nb. 8, the late Court of Directors after a review
of Lieutenant Haig’s scheme for opening the Navigation of this River during the Monsoon
months, for a distance of 500 miles from the Sea at a cost of 291 lacs of Rupees, admitted the
feasibility of the project, and the advantages to be derived from it. But they intimated that . .
none of the important works comprized in that scheme should be commenced until Lieutenans

is plans. Looking however to the number of

Haig had returned to India and re-considered hi ‘
years that would necessarily elapse before the whole of the works refetred to could be complet- \‘
ed, the Court adverted to the suggestion of Lieutenant Haig for opening the River for immediate

use by means of temporary works of a slighter description which could be executed at a small
cost in a single season, and referring to the application that we had already made for this pur-
pose to the Government of India, they expressed the hope that it would speedily be found pos-

sible to comply with that application. - . o
’ 3. - Our Proceedings on this Dispatch will be found entered at length in our Consultation
of the 24th September 1858 No. 1967, to which we need not advert further than as regards
the temporary works recommended by Lieutenant Haig. Tt will be seen that in reference to the
opinions expressed by the Court of Directors, we resolved to address the Government of India,

and in a letter dated 24th September 1858 we accordingly solicited that (Government to re-con-
d accord sanction to the expenditure of Rupees 22,187, the sum

sider their previous decision an
estimated for those temporary works.

- 4. TIntheir reply dated the 10th December the (Jovernment of India "reiterated their re-
fusal on financial grounds to sanction the outlay applied for. But we had then rec.eived your
TLordship's letter No. 6 of 30th November 1858, communicating Lieutenant Ha.lg"s recom-
mendations for the immediate construction of these very works, and we were of .o'puuon that if
the facts so forcﬂﬂy set forth by Lieutenant Haig, and others of a more positive charactcfr
brought to our notice in letters addressed to us by Colonel Cotton the Co‘mmandant of Engi-
neers and by Colonel Balfour the Inspector Geeneral of Ordnance, were presented to the Go.vern-
ment of India, they would not persist in this refusal .but would sanction the outlay as a simple
matter of economy independently of other considerations. We therefore resolved once more

to bring the matter to the notice of the Supreme Government,
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5. Accordingly on the 20th J anuary 1859 we forwarded your Lordship's letter with its %n-
closure from Licutenant Haig, as well as the letters from the Commandant of Engineers and In-
spector General of Ordnance referredto above,to the Government of India. We adverted to thecon-
SIEieratlons set forth in paras. 5to7 of Lieutenant Haig’s letter, as to the cheapness and rapidity
with which both Military Stores and Troops might be conveyed by the Godavery, and earnestly
pressed on the Government of India his view that ¢ after the fearful lessons we have had during
“ the_ l_aSt year, to neglect or even delay for a single year to take advantage of the Godavery as
“a Military high-way appears little short of jnfatuation” and this more particularly when it seemed
clear that by an utterly trifling outlay, and in a very few months, this advantage might be secur-
ed over a distance of 300 miles. Lieutenant Haig, we remarked, stated considerations to shew
the enormous saving of actual outlay, in the conveyance of Military Stores, to say nothing of in-
creased speed and security, which would be effected by the very trifling expenditure of £3,000,
but on this head, we said, we preferred todappeal to the letters of Colonels Cotton and Balfour,
who had gone more fully into the subject and had brought forward more positive facts. Colos

nel Balfour shewed that 1,200 tons of Military Stores were sent last year from Masulipatam to
Se(iunderabad and Nagpore, at a cost of nearly 88,000 Rupees; whereas, with the facilities
which would be secured by the execution of the proposed works in the Godavery River, a saving

would have been effected of no less than Rupees 54,806-4, without computing the expeunse of

esco.rts.. Considering the larger European Military Iorce to be maintained hereafter in Central
Iudla,. 10 comparison with that heretofore usual, it seemed, we said, unlikely that the quantity of
Waterial hereafter to be sent inland from Masulipatam would be much less than in 1857. But
even supposing that it amounted to no more than two-thirds of that,

* Rupees 36.000 there would, we observed, still be a saving eack year of considerably

1 Rupees 30,000, more* than the whole cost} of the Locks and their Subsidiary works
now proposed, p

‘o
6. We were unwilling to load our Dispatch to the Government of India with heavy ex-
tracts from the Enclosures or Abstracts of them, but we earnestly commended the whole of the
two papers of Colonels Cotton and Balfour to the consideration of the Governor General in
Council. In view of the facts there stated, we pointed out that the allegation of financial diffi-
culties as an impediment. to the proposed works was wholly an error. The question was not at all
whether the money should be spent, for it was spent already every year. The real question, we
stated, was whather it should be spent once for all, and in such a mode as to secure great and
permanent good ; or, whether the same outlay should be repeated year after year, with no other

" effect than that of continuing the present very defective and inconvenient modes of conveyance,

7. We therefore expressed our hope that under the facts and considerations laid before
them, the Government of India would not persist in their refusal of the small sum asked for,
but would accord the whole amount proposed by Lieutenant Haig, both for the River improve-
ments and the Steam-boats, viz. 60,000 Rupees. We remarked that the great importance attach-
ed to this matter by this Government was attested by the fact of our thus again and again urg-
ing it on the higher authorities in spite of the mortification of repeated refusals, and the}t no
words could prove it more strongly; but that looking to the smallness of .the amount req'uu'ed,
and to the magnitude of the results to be reasonably expected, to the Public as well as directly
to the Government, we were of opinion that no more profitable or beneficial expenditure could

be proposed than that recommended by us.

8. Notwithstanding the earnestness of this application, we have just been informed by a
Telegraph Message that the Government of India cannot sanction the small charge recommend-
ed with reference to the existing financial position of the Government.

9. After having so fully and so clearly shown the Government of India that there would
in reality be no expenditure on account of the work which we proposed, because the outlay
would be immediatly recovered in the saving in the transport of Government Stores, we confess
that we were not prepared for such a result ; and in now reporting the correspondence, we can
only express our deep regret at the decision of the Government of India,
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23 & March 1839,

- 10. Referring to the desire expressed by the late Court of Directors in para. 11 of their
Dispatch of the 29th June 1858 that the initiative should be

E.M.C. 23rd November 1858, No. (,}on by the Government for the encouragement of the trade
e on the River, we have the honor to bring to your Lordship’s
notice that under date the 23rd November last we granted authority to a proposal of the Dis.-
trict Engineer to transport 100 tous of Salt by the Godavery to Budrachellum as an experi-

mental measure.

[

We have the honor to be,

Fort Saint George, ‘IWY Lozrp, ‘
} Your Lordships most obedient

humble Servants,

Exd. Wm. Thomas.

s aeae .
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