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I’roceedmtrs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
[;-».,,.Mth ‘December 1872,

a.\xi

- -

No. 293: 'Read the followmn' letter from the Snpermtendmo‘ anrmeer, 3rd

Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Bellary, 13th November 1872, No. 1,880 :—

Apverting to G O. No. 1,376, dated 3rd June 1872, to_ memorandum No.

141, dated 7th October 1872, and to the

" latter paragraph of my letter No. 1,651,

dated 18th October 1872, I have the honour to forward a letter® from Mr.

Horsley, Collector of Cuddapah, enclosicg copy of one tfo his address from the

" Head Assistant Collector, regarding the

estimate for the Tungatur Gunvareddy
Channel. -

* No. 79, dated 7th November 1872.

No. 168, dated lOth Augzust 1872.

N —-—

From W. D. HORSLEY, Esq, Collector of Cuddapah, to the Superintending Engincer, 3rd
T Division, dated Cuddapah, 7th November 1872, No. 79.

I Have the honour to forward Mr. Hardinge's report* regarding the false estunate for the
repair of the Gupgareddy Channel at Tangatar.
- 2. He considers it would be injudicious to
prosecute any one, but that there has been an utter neglect of duty on the part of all the Pullam-
pett officials. 1le ev1dently credits all, or the greater part, of what the Contractor Madar

Sahib says, and suspects Ravavareddx a3 either an accomplice in the fraud or has being cognizan ¢
of it. :

% Dated 10th August 1872, No. 183.

.3. When I was lately in the Puallampett Talug I made mqumes my,self into this matter, and
have come to the conclusion that Ragavareddi was not an accomplice, and that Madar Sahib's
story is utterly untrustworthy. - I have not seen the estimate ; but, as far as I can make out, there
is an item in it of such a nature that it cannot be termed otherwise than a fraudulent entry.
There is not only a gross error in calculation, but work is entered which it is not necessary to per-
form. I understand that Singaravalu made out this estimate, and I think he might be made
naswerable for its contents. How far any one else is implicated, I cannot say. Mr. Wade may
have been a party to it. ‘I should say, from what I have heard, that Mr. Cowley knew nothing of
the fraud, but that some one in his office was & party to it.

4. While this conspiracy was in progress at the scene of operations, Madar Sahib, who is in
Cuddapah at a distance of upwards of 30 miles, accepts the estimate, contracts to perform the work

. which he has neither seen nor measured, and hurries down by rail to complete his arrangements.

He then measures the work in the presence of Ragavareddi.

-5. Madar Sahib says Ragavareddi knew of the fraud and asked for a share in the contract ;
others say before me that Madar Sahib offered Ragavareddi a share which was rejected.

6. There is, on the one hand, a regular Public Works Contractor who knows perfectly what
he is about, having been formerly a Maistry in the department, placing the most unusual confidence

in an estimate for a work which turns out to be largely over-estimated, but of which fact bLe says
he was ignorant.

-

7. On the other hand there is a villags Reddn not in favor, as pointed out by Mr. ITardinge
with the officers who passed the estimate. They never have given either this Reddi or any other
Reddi contracts. This Reddi knows what the contra.ctor does not about the falsity of the estimate,
and asks for a share of the contract.

8. I should say that the contractor’s ignorauce was very improba.ble while the Reddi's
ignorance was quite possible. I do not know why a Maistry or an Overseer cannot draw up a false
estimate in his house or office without a Reddi's knowledge. '

9. It is said against the Reddi that he was well up in all the items of the estimate when the
new Overseer Mr. Ward came upon the scene. This is very likely, as the Reddi had previously
been present at the measurement of the channel by the contractor,

- \
\




Proceedings of the Madras Gooernment, Public Warks Department,
14th December 1872.

10. It does not appear to me that the Reddi was in any way a party to the false estimate.
He may have heard what the estimate amounted to without knowing its details. When he knew
by the contractor's measurements that the work was over-estimated, the contractor was in his
power, and very likely offered the Reddi a share to hold his tongue, or the Reddi may have made
the demand as the price of his silence. From the result I think it is more likely that the offer
came from the contractor and was refused. Had the Reddi consented, there would have been no
necessity for the contractor clearing himself with the Overseer Mr. Ward, and implicating the
Reddi. The Reddi had gained kuowledge which was inconvenient to the contractor, and had
refused to be bronught over. ) )

11. I am led still further to mistrust the contractor. He says he gave an advance of Rupees
500 to Waddas in Cuddapah for the work at Tungatur. "1 believe this to be false, because the
necessity of taking Waddas from Cuddapah to Tungatur did not exist, as Waddas are to be found
very geperally in the Pullampett Talug, especially in the neighbourhood of Tungatur. If the
advance was given, it must have been, because the Wadlas were to start off at once by rail from
Cuddapah. It has been stated before me that no Waddas came from Cuddapah, and that Madar
Sahib and his people were treating with the I'ungatur Waddas while the measurement was going on.
A man Lal Ilamed, a friend of the contractor Madar Sabib, made a statement before me. ~ I had
heard that he had actually gone from the Pullampett Taluq to Cuddapah to give an account of the
favourable nature of the contract to Madar Sahib. He denied this and other questions which I
pit to him, but at last he became so nervous that he nearly faicted. He admitted that he asked
Madar Sahib for a share in the contract, and farther said that though Madar Sahib talked of
bringing Waddas from Cuddapah, he actually brought none with him, and that there was no neces-
sity for Madar Sahib to bring Waddas, as they were on the spot. 1 have no doubt that this story
of the advance to work-people: was put forward by Madar Sahib, partly to show the guileless way
ia which be undertook the contract, and partly to make up for the loss of expected profits out of

the contract. . .
12. From having seen the estimate you will be in a better position to say whether Singara-

valu should be prosecuted or not. There are certainly not sufficient grounds fur prosecuting
any one else. ' . .

13. 1 recommend that Government be requested to cancel their Order with reference to com-
pensation being made to Madar Sahib on account of the advance he made to the work-people.
That individual may consider himself fortunate that he has escaped a criminal prosecution.

From T.V.i) MARDINGE, Esq., Acting Head Asaistant Collector ‘of Cuddapah, to the
_Collector of Cuddapah, dated Cuddapah, 10th August 1872, No. 163. )

Wite reference to your letter No. 49, dated 15th March 1872, and foot-note, No. 86, dated

: 23rd May 1872, to a letter from the Super-

» With six enclomres. - intending Engineer of the 3rd Division, I have

the honour to submit the following report.*
" On the 25th and 26th of April laat, when at Hobly on the river Cheyaur just opposite to
Tungatur, I examined Ragavareddi, the Curnum of the village, certain Taliaries and others

who were supposed to have attended on Singaravalu when he made his survey and estimate of
repairs required to be executed to the channels at Tungatur. They all eaid that the Reddi bad a
boil on his leg, and was not able to go about with Singaravalu, and that he was pot in any way a
party to the concoction of the estimate which was Singaravalu's work alone.

9. T directed the Tabsildar to continue the inquiry. ‘T received a report from him on the
" 14th of May, in which he gives his opinion founded on snch evidence as was available that the
_ Reddi was not mized up with Singaravalu at all in this matter. . -

3. The contracts were not given out to the village authorities, but to contractors, guch as
Papaya Naidoo, Muthukistna Moodelly, Abrabam, etc., so that it would at first sight appear that
the Reddi would have nointerest ina contract at all. However, it must be remembered, the Reddi
is an infiuential man in hLis village, and knows perfectly well what is taking place, and might
make it very unplcasant for an illiberal-minded contractor. -

Y ) F Y o e S
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Proceedings of the Madrar Government, Public Works Department,
* 14'h December 1872. '

4. The Radli certainly deposed that he knew nothing about estimate or estimate-making,
but as he had to admit he had seven years ago taken an estimate for the repair of these very
channels to the extent of Rapees 1,050, and as Serjeant Ward, the present Overseer, said he heard

* him repeat the exact amounts laid down in the estimate of Singaravalu, it is clear bis statement
must be received with caution. DBe the probabilities of the case what they may, there is no suffi-
cient evidence to show complicity on part of the Reddi with Singaravalu in framing a fraudulent

estimate. . - )
5. As regards Madar Sahib's statement that when he went to Tungatar to carry out the con-

tract the Reddi asked for half the profits, and bezged him to set to work, although admitting that
the estimate was excessive and unnecessary, this is supported by the Goomastah of Madar
Sahib who was present. On the other hand, the Reddi denics that any such conversation took
place, and states that he understood Madar Sahib threw up the contract, as he was called upon to
complete it in the short space of one month. - i

6. . Madar Sahib and his Goomastah say that the Reddi told them that if Messrs, Cowley and

- Wade had not gone, he (the Reddi) would have got the contra«t. Now, it seems to me very

jmprobable that Le would have said so, as it is notorious that he did not get on with Messrs. Cowley
and Wade, and that they never give contracts to village officials.

7. 1 don't sce the slightest use in prosecuting this man ; there being, in my opinion, not the
faintest chance of a conviction against him, but still, as I cannot but think he knew that a prepos-
terously unnecessary estimate was sent in for the repair of the chaonels of his village, and he
pever reported it. he ought to be dismissed as a warning to others.

8. Singaravalu, an Imperial Fund Overseer, says, he, under order from the Overseer Mr.
Wade, drew up a statement showing the measurcments of work fo be executed to channel. He
was instructed to enter such measurements as the Reddi suggested, and this he did and forwarded
the statement to the Overseer who, he alleges, subsequently altered the measurements and framed
the complete estimate subsequently sanctioned.

-9, Mr. Wade, on the other hand, denies that he had anything whatever to say to the estimate -
that he never went near the channel. He received the estimate from Singaravalu, and signed

and forwarded it to"the Range Officer, merely, ashe says, *' in token that it pgssed through his
office, and was in the correct form.” Mr. Cowley says he saw the channel once, and believed the
estimate to be correct, and urges that he cannot be held respounsible for all estimates. As regards
a very gross arithmetical error in the estimate, he gives it as his opinion that the Ilead Account~
ant in his office is alone to blame for not detecting it. )

10. A more complete instance of utter neglect of duty by all the Pullampett Range Officisls
can scarcely perhaps be met with, but I cannot see that there is any evidence to convict thesa
partics of a conspiracy to defraud. :

11. I do not consider that it would be judicious to prosecute any of these parties.

OrpER THEREOY, 14th December 1872, No. 2,963.
His Excellency the Governor in

No. 294.

IRRIGATION, No. 18.

reports should have been so much less-

cned by the delay that has occurred in submitting them.

2. Contractor Madar Sahib will be informed that his claim for compensation
on account of alleged advances to coolies canunot be admitted. '

' ' _(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
, . Secrelary to Government,
To the District Engineers, Cuddapah and Dellary.’ '
Revenue Department. .

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
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