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" Repairs,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
13th December 1872. .

No. 275. Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 8th
Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,

dated Madura, 22nd October 1872, No. 3,201 :—

In reference to paragraph 5 of G. O, dated 11th July 1872, No. 1,671,
remarking that the Superintending Engineer “ even so late as February 1872 was
unaware of ihe backwardness of the works under Repairs, Agricultural, inasmuch
as Lo did not then surrender any portion of the sums sanctioned,” I have the honour
to report that the season during 1871-72 was a very exceptional one, and that
work could not be carried out, as usual, under the head of * Agricultural Repairs”
during the months of January and February 1872 owing to'the tanks having been
unusually full during that timne. The Range Officers were, however, under the
belief that their respective allotments under this head could bs utilized, and so
far, therefore, from my being unaware of the backwardness of the works under
Agricultural, I was fully acquainted with the fact, and I was in hopes that
a far larger sum than that actually expended would have been laid out with
advantage to the service. 3

2. Another fact which has to a certain extent been the cause of the small
experiditure noticed by Government is the reduction of rates by me by about
25 per cent. on those that were prevailing in this division previous to my assum-
ing charge of the same. -

3. Thus, although, as noticed by Government, the expenditure fell short in
the Madura and Tinnevelly Districts by 25 and 19} per cent., respectively, of the
allotments, yet there has been no actual decrease of work performed, inasmuch as
for the money expended there has been an amount of work executed at rates
which under the previous régime would have exhausted the entire allot‘ments,
while the work performed during the year in question has been as superior to, as
its cost was more moderate than, that executed in recent yearsin this division.
As an instance I may mention that in the year 1870-71 there were only three minor
new works, Agricultural, executed in the Madura Range, and these were so scamped
as to necessitate their reconstruction.

4. I would also bring to notice that the state of disorganization into which
this division had been allowed to lapse was such that there was a general tendency
to scamp work, and very great care was obliged to be taken, and strict supervi-
sion to be exercised, in so laying out Government money as to ensure its being
profitably expended. .

5. [ am happy to be able to report that this year has been peculiarly favour-
able for agricultural works in the district of Tinnevelly, and Mr. Puckle, the
Collector, has been good enough to inform me that to the best of his recollection
pever has there been an equal amount of satisfactory work executed in one year as
has been performed in the portion of the current year that has already elapsed. )

6. Under these circumstances I beg that the Government will be pleased to
reallot the sums withdrawn in the above-quoted G. O.,and that the original grant
of Rupees 1 ,381000 for this division under Repairs, Agricultural, may be allotted

as below :(— )
RS.

Madura District ... e eee 46,000
Tinnevelly dO. Y v see ove T e ace .ee cee 92,000

———————

Total ... 1,38,000
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publzc Works Department,
13th December 1872,

7 I take the hberty to bring to the prominent notice of Government the
very great inconvenience which arises from the adoption of the present -official
year. Our Mahomedan pxedecessors in the government of this country, in
comparison with whom we are, as it appears to me, in reference to a detailed
knowledge of the agricultural requirements of the country, but as mere children
groping in the dark, instituted a Jasl or harvest year, 7. e, a year that should
" correspond with the reqmrements of the harvest. We, on the contrary, ignoring

the wants of the countly in this respect, have’ adopted the official year in use in
England, so that in this country we have the anomalous state of things of three

distinet years on our records, namely, the Calendar year, the Fasli, and the
Ofiicial year.

A

8. Now, however, that Earl Russell is
Home the great inconvenience expcnenced 1

present official year and is urging the adoption of an official year that shall
terminate on the 30th June, I earnestly trust that this most vital question for Indiq
may not be lost sizht of in this country. Curtailed as our working seagon
naturally is by the monsoons each ycar, that period is broken into by
our arbitrary official year with all its accounts to be squared up,
to be inaugurated with its allottings to be confirmed and its cons
be incurred, before a Rupee can be spent, while the days for wor
by ; whereas were the year to close at the end of June i.e
south-west monsoon, the full working period of the ye
the time of oncutue Oflicers couild be devoted to the p

reports and returns without mterfermrr w
the case at present,

9. In conclusion, I have the honour to
to the remarks in the Gm ernment Order a
to state definitively the requirements of this division for agricultural re
I can only trust that the Government will be
solicited in paragraph 6 of this letter.

n England by the retention of tle

the closmg of
and a new year
equent delavs to
k are rrhdmu- idly
y in the middle of the
ar could be utilized and
reparation of their annual
ith- their executive duties, which is not

state that [ have deferred replying
lready quoted until I was in a position

pairs, and
pleased to sanction the allotments

- -
No. 276. OrDER THEREON, 13th Décember 1872, No, 2,954,

ACCOUN’I‘, No. 20 Rxcom)m with reference to G. 0.,
No. 2 ,097, of 23rd November 1872,

(True Extract.)
(Signed) G. Ww. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,

SccretarJ to G'ovem'ncnf.

Exd A. ¢, Redgers.
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