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Proceedi--gs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6tk December 1872,

No. 133. Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 4th
Division, to the Secretary to Government, Pablic Works Department,
dated Madras, 6th November 1872, No. 3,427 :— . "

Inreply to G. O. No. 2,578 of 2nd November 1872, I have the honour to report
that I did not propose any alternative plan to°the Superintendent of Telegraphs
in reply to his letter of 31st May, because I was informed that the method suggested
for the Palar had been carried out in the Cortelliar, and was successful. I thought
it would be presumptuous to press any mere opinion against ascertained fact.

2. Some time later, however, I learned from Mr. Goodchap who had erected
tho post in the Cortelliar that he had found stiff soil in the bed, and that this
river differed very considerably from the Palar, so that it afforded really no
precedent. The frequent storms of rain inland too kept so much water in the latter
river that it was very clear we could not sink a well this year. '

3. Onthe15th July I asked Mr. Lowry to inform me as to the practicability of
using the portions of piers of the bridge. His reply dated 21st reached me 21th
July, but did not support my views. I still thought that brackets attached to the
cultivation of the piers might carry the wires. The Telegraph Superintendent
agreed to my suggestion on the 26th July, received 29th.

4. On the 31st I sent intimation to the Range Cfficer to prepare, if necessary,
two estimates ; one for putting up the wire temporarily, considering the frequent
freshes in the river, and one for more permanent construction. Mr, Lowry’s esti-
mate dated 24th August, for permanent construction, reached me 27th, and was
forwarded to the Telegraph Superintendent the same day ; hisletter sanctioning it
dated 30th August, was forwarded to the Rauge Officer on 3rd September; he was
requested to commence work in anticipation of allotment, which was admitted by
the Controller on 30th September, received 1st October. :

5. Indent for the iron-work were sent to the workshops immediately, and
the articles were received early in October; but as the monsoon was threatening,
Mr. Lowry, taking advantage of the discretiorary power I had given him, inserted
in the piers some posts which he received from the Assistant Superintendent at
Chingleput, and transferred the wire to them on the 10th October.

6. Therevised plan and estimate were detained in my office most unnecessarily
for some days, as were many other papers, by the dilatoriness of the Aecting
Manager whom, on the 6th August, I reduced to his substantive appointment of

Head Clerk.

O=rDER THEREON, 6th December 1872, No, 2,879,

His Excellency the Governor in
TELEGRAPII, XNo. 1'. Courcil is unable to accept as satisfac-

o tory the explanation furnished by

Colonel Moberly of the delay that has occurred.
(True Extract.) -

No. 136.

’ Colonel, R.E.,
Seeretary to Governments

To the District Engineer, Chingleput,
Exd. E. C. Shunker,
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