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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
6th December 1872,

Read the following letters :—

No. 127. . From the Acting Superintending Engincer, 1st Division, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaish-
weram, 11th November 1872, No. 2,877,

ApvertiNG to paragraph 2 of G. O. of the 18th September last, No. 2,215, 1
have the honour to report that the Master Attendant at Cocanada considers it will

be feasible to send the steamer Fuwn to Cochin under canvas after the 15th

January; and I have therefore,in anticipationof the sanction of Government, directed

-the vessel to be made over to him, with a view to her being prepared for the

voyage, after repairs have been made to her hull, as she has now five holes in her.

2. The steam dredge cannot be sent with her, as she will be unable to tow,
in fact is not of sufficient power to steam round herself; as the dredge is of larger
dimensions than the steamer it is impracticable to put her on board that vessel
as suggested by the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, and she cannot be
talen to pieces without ruining the revetting; the only way, therefore, to send her
round is to pack her up for sea, and have her towed round by one of the British
Indian steamers ; the charge for this will not be less than Rupees 8,000, and perhaps
more, as the former is the sum asked by them to tow one of these dredges to
Ganjam for the Chilka Lake canal works. '

3. Asthe Goverqment may not be prepared to incur this expense, I beg to
add the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division, has included this dredge in the
list of Lis requisitions on the Upper Godavery plant, and I would send her there,
as [ know they are much in want of one and had to borrow from this district
last year on an emergency oceurring, if approved of by Government; the dredge
is well adapted for river or canal work, but she cannot go to sea with her heavy
machinery on board without some cons.i.d‘e_x\'\a})le \ql.ltlay in preparing her for the
voyage ; the British Indian steamers will only‘consent to towher round for a very
large remuneration, and at the same time they refuse to give any guarantee for
her safe delivery. Under these circumstances I beg to solicit the further orders

of Government regarding her disposal.

RererreD to the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, for any suggestion
he may have to make. ,

Torr St. GEORGE,
91st November 1872.

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.

No. 128. ' From the Superintending Engincer, 7th Division, to the Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Coimbatore, 25th Novem-
ber 1872, No. 205.

Wira reference to letter® No, 2,877 of 11th November, from the Superintend-
ing Engfneer, Ist Division, referred to
me with your endorsement dated 21st
November for any suggestion I may have to make, Ihave the honour to report
that as the dredge can only be moved to Cochin at so heavy an expenditure, it
appears to me it would be more economical and preferable to procure a new one

from home.

. # ITerewith rcturned.
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