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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2nd December 1872.

No. 18. Read the following Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 16th November 1872, No. 630:—

From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam, 23rd October 1872, No. 4,767.

Your No. 446, Attached I hand you, for the information of Government,
copy of letter No. 923, from the Locomotive Superintendent on the sub_]ect of the
burning of Australian coal ete. - .

From the Locomotive Superintendent, to the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway;“
dated 21st October 1872, No. 923.

Consurring Engineer’s No. 446. .

I am sorry I am unable to give any further data on this subject. The Australian Newcastle
coal we had has been covered over by, and got mixed up with, English coal for want of space.
The driver was in error in telling Captain Thompson he had only Australian. I could not get
at the Australian to obtain any reliable result beyond what has already been furnished to Govern-
ment. My own opinion is much in its favour, smoke it certainly does from its bituminous nature,
and in the hands of a careless driver is rather objectionable, but with common care, attention to
dampers, and intelligent manipulation, its performance is very good, better than the Ilartley
coal we get. I mix it with the patent fuel to avoid having to break up the latter, a necessity if
it is used alone. The two together give a fair result, 35 lbs. per mile for a gross lead of 450 tons.
This would appear even better, but for the great stumbling block on our Negapatam and Trichi-
uopoly division, the Tanjore incline ; our through-working is thereby reduced by one-third. While
upon this subject, I tkink it might be well to draw the attention of Government tothe moral arising
from the mistaken principle *¢ very cheap first cost’ in construction, as borne out by the case in point,
the Tanjore incline occurring in the middle of an otherwise level country. Say roughly our goods
traffic receipts are 3,000 a month, equal to Rupees 36,000 per annum. An expenditure of Rupecs

50,000 upon the Tanjore incline in reducing the gradient would have enabled us to work one-third .

more traffic, and during the season of the year, when the traffic is low, would have permitted cf one
train a day doing the work ; the extra traffic to accrue from this expenditure would be 35,000 over §,

equal to Rupees 12,000, which in six years would have paid off capital and interest. This is leaving
out the saving of the one train meeting the requirement in'the slack season. Our new south line
affords another example. The traffic between Trichinopoly and Madura has a millstone round its
back in the shape of a series of heavy inclines to reach a gap in a hill-range above Dindigle, the
country on either side being nearly level. A few thousand pounds spent in relieving these
gradients will be repaid over and over again in perpetuity in traffic receipts by the extra goods
loads hauled. As it is now, we must either have a constant charge against Revenue if an extra
engine is to be gtationed at the foot of these inclines to help trains up, or reduce our loads. This
question is one of grave consideration, and will effect the future success of our narrow gauge, and,

as I hope to live long enough to see it well at work, it is a matter of personal interest to me that
the large traffic -which is said to exist between Tuticorin and Trichinopoly should be carried by
us at such an expenditure as may maintain our reputation for economy and efficiency and reflect
eredit upon all concerned.

————————
L]

e

#
SupmrTTED for the information of Government, with reference to paragraph 2

of their Order dated the 5th November 1872, No. 2,603. - o

9. Tt will be seen that the Locomotive Superintendent, though strongly in
favour of Australian coal, 19 at present unable to give any trustworthy data upon

the subject. v ,
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