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DProceedings of the Vadras Government, Public Works Department,
' 93rd November 1872- .

No. 388. Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 7th
: ¥ ’:I e L | o 7 A e Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
S v T T o | S " dated Coimbatore, 30th October 1872, No. 175 :—
\Wire reference to G. 0., dated 17th October 1872, I have the honour to
] ) report tifat a Committee composed of
T 1 Proceelings ' Captain Wood, the Controller of Public
1 Note by the Controller. ,
* 1 Letter from Mr. Arbuthnot, dated 23rd Octo- Works Accounts, and myself assembled
1 blgg.lg(zzc’lalg:(i 2’?:11 September 1872. f ’ af? Calicuf on the 24th instant t.o inves-
{1 Do.do. , 2%h ., ,, No. 234 tigate the charges brought against Mr. . \
1 Do oo o 12(;1111 October ., » 2335. Qverseer R. Arbuthnot, late in chargo
CoootRT S 1 Do.do. ,, 24t ” ” of the Calicut Range and Talug, and
ST | R | beg to enclose our proceedings, together with the thtrollen"s Notes on the examin-
ation of the Range Accounts, and an original letter No. 238, dated 23rd October,
from Mr. Arbuthnot, to the address of Captain Wood for the orders of Government.
9. With reference to Captain Woods P.P.S. on the proceedings enclosed,
. 1 beg to note that Mr. Arbuthnot having already declared on oath the accuracy of
some of the claims brought forward, and being prepared siffilarly to substantiate

the others, there was, in my opinion, no alternative but to accept the bills in
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3. Mr. Overseer Arbuthnot has been eight years in the Public Works
Depar ment, and, on the first occasion, he accidentally falls into the charge of a
range ; he has, from first to last, disregarded every Government order that has ever
S T I PR e R Lo been issued in reference to the mode of conducting his executive and account
Lo T R Do K duties ; of his four letters of defence herewith forwarded, three of them are simply
A R o T e o ST R T attempts to jusiify aline of conduct, which, if permitted to exist, would destroy all

G T e R N R - e PR ‘ check and all departmental control, and he has proved himself to he not only a
R T o B PR ' useless but most dangerous and untrustworthy member of the department he has

»
L]
et e P o A e = o S O RO A ¥ VT o

r

e VLT T T e T e T A : disgraced. N
P ATE ST e S e ) 4. As the papers regarding his conduct are now laid before Government,
: < Lo R L B L ! pending the receipt of orders passed on them, I have deferred dismissing Mr?
A R T PR Arbuthnot from the public service, |

.

Proceedings of @ Committee assembled on the 24th instant at Calicut, in compliance with
@. 0., dated 19th October 1872, to inquire into the charges preferred agaiust
Myr. Overseer I. Arbuthnot, late in charge of the Calicut Taluq. ’

v
B e T

SRR oE o PresenT. : .
. Colonel W. F. FARewELL, Superinten&ing Engineer.
o : Ce oo Captain H. W. Woop, R.E., Exccutive Engineer.
o IR Sl ' Mr. S. Brock, Controller of Public Works Accounts.
4 : e ‘” Ix the order above quoted the Committec are instructed (1) to report on the nature and
L AUCER | degree of the Overseer's calpability, and (2) to docide whether Contractors are to be paid their
R claims, as per bills presented, or be referred to the Law Courts for satisfaction.
(RS IC A 9, Ag regards the first of these points, the Committee observe that Mr. Overseer Arbuthnot
A fell into the charge of the Calicut Ranze, on Major Law’s departure on furlough, on the 12th
S o O April last, and, under accidental circumstances, held it until the end of July, in addition to his
S o . : AR } : own (the Calicut Talug). ; . '
‘ o R R ! 3. Defore Major Law left Calicut, or on the 28th March last, the Committee note that that

Officer issucd the following memdrandun} to his Overscers :— 4
(1) A copy of the new form of megsuring book is herewith forwarded.
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Proceedin
g3 of the Madras G
. . overnment, Public Work
23rd Novemlber 1872 orks Departinerts

™

“ (2') All me
asurcments of w
“(3) Wh:z‘ﬁ‘;p:l 1872, ork done and materials received must appear in it from the
ed the book
must be placed on record, and new books applied for.”

4. Notwith
standing th
y clear and positive orders, Mr, Overseer Arbuthnot does pot

appear save, 1
, 10 one ca
the se, to hav . .
range generally, T e taken a singl !
. The exce zle measurement of work done in his own talug, ©F in
’

two sets of me ption r
asurem efened to 1 .
Jovern . ab3o . ..' cciend w . .
from 1::(:1: l_lave, n the case of ::ely 1mpossible to say witlfre checked on the lf?th April &7
pril to 31st July last, y ffork which has bcc’n und - degree ?f certainty, whetber
» Tecetved a fair return for :l'ﬂe; exccution in the Caliest Banfe
Llic money expended upon it. 1o

» the actua .

rded in thL ‘;Diln'dnure on repairs and improvemcn
to account for u,hfc Works Accounts, is Rupces 6,708-4-6.
gay that O.ﬁme under the j l? la.rg.e outlay are those taken by Local
y that the Government have be nditure of Rupees ]n;tgucnons of Mr. Arbuthnot on portions of
Low a pr enhderra“ded of the di’ﬂ' 7-9-3. The Committee donot profess to
i eSumption Of £ ow “hat l. crence namc] ll 3‘ b t
o PR raud j ittle ! ' y, RRupecs 4,640-11-3; u
;Onngsiljer . hr ight to add withhjs fanse“- For th;h::\' 1:-38 been exercised by Mr. Arbuthnot, and

. eer w . e 1sfacti .
ho Tast sam ; lately inspected it ;:Dce to this road, tha:Cf‘O" of Government, the Committe?
(two years ago), al Ogenex:al condition hag’(;n :)he opinion of the Superintending
gh its state i3 sti) v(;u tless been greatly jmproved sinc®
ry indifferent, and not only shows

that work charged for hag b e
-~u 8
vision and neglect of Ql-derseen most slovenly done b
5. The Committes 1} i evine
mittee hay es also great want of carcful super-
e had }
efo
re them eight vouchers,® bearing M Arbutbnot's
y ring MT.

s
For Rupees 290.9.9 .
. 81znat
oidture .
, connected with the accounts for

Au -
gust 1872. TlLe Coutroller has produced

thes
2} v(mcherﬂ
fq) ion 1n
in 00

i :
w ucl:,‘ ';I;] nearly every case, are £
e voucher cang » as follow :
ppa-4 " Ot b -
be obtaining™ in the Caljcut ‘frﬂllecked owing to the ;
alug. ° 8 irregular
mode of carryi < dt
ying ou works foun 0

6. Ca 3

ptain Wood

th . slates ¢

e Overseer is not in a posit; hat he cannot fiypq:

v.:here the materials ch 1on to sup ™nish the certificat .

gignature of the Overseera:vgfd. for w @ prescribed by Government, 29
0i

expenditure unconditionally

7. Tumin
g now to th .
late charce (txh . e c];ums .
o e Calicut Tal 'hlch hav.
ug), the JAve yeb to be
Ommittee proce °deilettgef in connection with Mr. Atb sthnot’s
Xamine the followi .
ollowing vouchers -

1. For road f
2 Do. rom Deypore to Balia
3 Do. 0. dpatam Rrs. 4. P
4. Do do. d°- e e 2400
5. ) do. 0. o LR 0
R L 2 0 0
7 o d do. T
Do. 0. 512 0
8. Do do. o, . o .. 20120
9. For road f; do. go. L 1 S
om Cal:
Tambracl, Cahc\ltt do. . 14 5 0
10 erry gh 0 the M . .
10 Do, aut, Yore frongier e 16 0 0
L. Do. from Uller: do. e er, via the
lerl tO T d o ves ] y
: ambrggy 0. e 120 2 8
Cherry do. cee = 85 0
e3 14 0

.
. e -

- department.

Madras Government, Public Works Department,

Proceedings of the
. 93,d November 1872.

e

”
19. For repairing Revenue buildings at Calicut . ;?3. 1A2. g
13. Do. West Hill Barracks N 53 8 0
14. For road from Calicut to the Mysore frontier 93 0 0
15 Do e e, 3
16. Do do. o o S
i .y - Iy . | 715 2
o o o o 19 3 0.
e o o o 12 3 0
50 oo o, < o 22 0 0
o o o o wes 4 11 .0
2 oo o e | 583 7°0
23. Do. do. ) ' -',do. o 900
SR R T g0 o
25. Do. do. do. Ce 2010 0 "
26. Do. do, do.” 10 8 0
‘ : Total... 686 8 11

those numbered 4, 9, 10, 17, 18, 23, and 24 are now before the Law Court
s,

g. Of the above,
g8 the other claims are disposed of at once, guits in connection with
. 1

and it is expected that,
them also will be instituted.
9. The Committee agreé
al work done in
Arbuthnot ag 2 Gover

unle

a8 to their being nothing that can be admi 2
it ingnoi ik 1w o bt e
nment Officer, who was for four months of the cu N
ndent charge of the range, and haviog in- view the declaration o rront offcls}
stances of the accuracy of the claims put forward, the c(,mm.";t oath made by
the bills for payment. Nevertheless the Exe;utive En in; ?e have had.no
is that the youchers are incorrect, and that the Overseer has adduced nothif ter Sh presumption
presumption ia groundless. It is, however, impossible at this distance of t_g' o show that that
such measurements of actual work done as will disprove to the satisfaction ;me to put forward
the documents gigned by Mr. Arbuthnot as correct are fabrications and it (':s t:;lii‘:;v;oi}: :;t tt:at

’ at has

snduced the Committee to admit the claims, and to authorize the Executive Engineer {
eer to pay into

Court the money claimed on Nos. 4, 9, 10, 17, 18, 23, and 24.
10. [Enough, the Committee think, has been said ‘ .

been in his duties as & public gervant. Added to wha:ilzﬁbt:e;hz;tzgwi;eg: Sbthe Overscer bas
Committee's gatisfaction, and indced Mr. Arbuthnot admits the circum;tance theinhpr;:ved to tl-xe
the habit of making advances of private mouney t0 petty contractors and su ?i e been. o
guch advances, by regular or irregular means, on the presentation and ispii ”ersf, b_’le(’o}?ermg
authorized forms. That Mr. Arbuthnot‘has been guilty of actual PeCu!a:tion Dr ° .1 Is -m the
Committee’s opinion, to be proved ; but the only inference that can be drawn from 81313:[;’ m th,e
lly guilty, inasmuch ag, through his carelessness and inetﬁcien;’;fs::; :

conduct is that he is mora
erson or persons have defrauded Government to some unknotwn extent. There i
. . ere is, :
to show that they have not. The Overscer has neglected almost every wule and tt‘(liiisto;othm_z
’ mauni-

cated to him has lost the confidence of his superior officers; has proved himself to'b
untrustworthy @s &% Overseer, and Dot fitted for any position in ‘the Executive Branclf u:‘te;}iy
ed 20 of the

ments of actu
gigned by Mr.
year in indepe
him in some in
alternative but to pass

11. The Committee feel that they ought not to close this report without bringing to th
it ot o ging to
v which exists for a Public Works Code. The mos:

ent the absolute necessit
are committed, and culpable ignorance is displayed of important orders, and
crs, an

when explanation is demanded, the absente of a code i i
Anation € » is almost invari
defaulters in justification. The Committee are aware thab orders can r‘:)zbil;y bl‘;ught forward by
matter of importance that will serve as8 2 guide to members of the Public Wra;:{e on nearly every
these are scattered over several years of records and in several books an(;) l;u-se D?:lay:ment, but
o . ’ seldom, if ever,

notice of Governm
glaring irregularities
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Proceeding
ngsof th ;
f the Madrax (.(ivernment, Public Works Department,
23rd November 1872.

e

available for read
D ady reference. .
a:ig:"tment labour under a very I:- this respect, the officers and subordinates of the Public Works
now respectfully made wiil ‘;e:a't d’f’;d\ antage, and the Committee trust that the represent-
eive the favourable considerati )
_ ion of Government.
(Signed) ~ W. FAREWELL, Licut.-Colonel, S.C.,
Superintending Engineer, =th Divtsion.
(Signed) M. WOOD, Captain, R-E-
Exzccutive Enginecr
(Signed) S. BROCK,
Controller of Public Forks Accounts:

PS— .
(1-) The Committe

Accounts,

e beg t
& to enclose the following papers :—

Note by th
e Controlle
: tof
the general results of his examination of the Calicut Range

2) Le
. ‘ttcl‘ fro
m Mr. Ov .
- Uverseer ..
Arbuthnot “stating that there are no clajms in connection

with public w
orks within L
Committee, 8 within his late chary ;
: ge which have not been considered and disposed of by the

P.P.S
. . * -_1 m
bemg paid, ust add that I agree in b
the nccessity of the bills incurred by Mr. Arbutbnot-
Range O&cer

vide par
and appare paragrophs 6, and 9.
; only because I am told that acts of an Acting

ntly of
should ik any publi
etob . 1c serva Lo
e advised au!horitativ:;; oareth-bmd‘“g on Government. 1 confess FP€
o this point.

rsonally 1

(Signed) 1k woOD, Captain R.E

Note of
an Examingti .
1ation mad
e ,
of the Accounts of the Calicut Rang® of the Malabar

g
ash :
bOOk Qf the Yanwe } Dls'rict.

3e18 ver’ nea h
s of the cash accounts of the
o been rendered ©P to the

Executive Engineer's cas
net that

pearing agal

L 344 .
. balan 2 Bond Bnd Iy&narmn tly written up' and copic
date €@ on the 21th jden T twos Overseers hav
in his cash aceougt was Rupees 62, gn9 thi 15th instant. Tbe
) ’ is agreed with the amount aF

2. T .
be Range Officer kee

Ernad
Talug. One he
18 sufficie e other for ¢

s . P8 two
opinion that two che nt for :]};eq“e books, one for the Calicut and th S
and maintain ope nlque books are ¢confys purposes ; and the Executive E gin @
used up, 915 28 so0n a3 thenc: sing and needless, will follow the P
equcs in one or othe
rof the present

r i
parate repo and 10

Colonel W, Farewel}
ell, .
the sulject of a 8¢ !
marginds

Captrin B
. Wood,
4. Another ; gelf and the officerd
which ig folquedl’l""egularity which special remark bere secm8 BECes Jeances
Calicu :y Mr attracted s ¢ making ]

. A reforen - Overseer B, my attention was the eysted © g attached to
o nd, late of the Cannanor® Rangeé, 0

c oy azust 16

paragraph 7 to par
'Ph 7.0f th agraph 22
been distinctly pre Order thereon 2 of my report No. 1,65¢

between the 1at ohibited,
of which Rupe.
\upees 8 tOber 1875¢
a‘ctual Out]ay Tee 72 Mr. Bond’s reccipts in cash amouﬂm it
Executive Engig ctors, 80
o

L4

RO P>,

o

.

.
adras Glovernments Public [Vorks Department,

Procecdinss of the M
93:d November . 1872.

y would lead to the assumption that the disbursements in question
:account of work done. Seeing that Mr. Bond’s

d, there seems 1o good reason why such work was
f the matter i3 concurred in by the Executiv?
venting & recurrence of the jrregularity.
ding Engincer’s orders, they
fice, which will thus bave
by competent authority

Mr. Bond's repl
ally advances put payments or
to the Tambracherry rod
], and this view 0
for effectually pre
ange Officer’s or Superinten
the accounts rendered to this o
ng the transactions, and of ensuring their authorization
One of the advances made by Mr. Bond amounted to Rupees
flicer to sanction, the Superintending Engi-
q Overseer (Iyanarcootty)

explanation.

were not Tre
estricte
and paid for in fal

11 take measures
e made under the R

charge 18 T
not measurea ap
Engineer, who Wi
Yhen advances ar
ghould appear wit
the means of checki
ag well a8 their prompt adjustment.
70, which it ¥as ot even in the pow
peer’s guthority being requisite un
makes no advances, or ab least no trace of any is
1 noticed that, in one cas

5 In connection with credits,
himself in need of funds in the Ernad Talug, dre¥ & cheque on
the Deputy Collector, Who thereupon appears to have transferre
procedure is irregular, and I explained to Captain Wood that transfers of cr
to another within the sameé district ghould be made by the Superintend'mg Engineer,

cation with the reasury Officer. This will be attended to in future.
. od the Range Tass Dook, and found the entries in it correctly recorded. Extra

prqmpt.ly. paid into treasury, and no balance remained to be remitted on

h the recoveries, in

er of the Range o
der the rules. The Ernad Talu

discoverable in his accounts.
e, the Executive Engin

the Calicut Treasury
d the amount to Fropad.

eer, finding

in communi-

aq a rule, are

receipts,
the date of mY examination.
- (Signed) S BROCK,
October 1872. Controller of Public Works Accounts.
—

REON, 93rd November 1872, No. 2,759

No. 389
" Hys Excellency the

| ESTABLISHMENT, No. 26. ‘ :
Council regrets 0

established from the
cer of upwards of e

OgpER THE

most competent authorities that Mr. RR. Arbuthnot, an Overs

years’ standing, bas proved to be wholly unqualiﬁe
bility of a range charge, even for a few months.
to attempt the check of work by the nceessary measurcm
had been accompanied by 1o other proof of inefficiency, have been s
to show his cntire anfitness for that position. Bearing in
complaints have come before Government having referenc
ment of a taluq, His Excellency in Council resolves to give him
as an Overseer; but directs his reduction to the lowest grade fr
guspension, and that he be granted suspense allowance onl
of work; his management of which and of his accounts w1
on every siX months, commencing with the 1st May.

9. The attention of the Malabar Range Officcrs
Controller’s remarks on the practice of making advances;

Engineer will inquire from them as to the extent £ which1

District, and adopt measures to repress ib accordingly
: (True TExtract.)

(Signed) g, W.WALKER, Colonel, R.Eq
Sceretary to Governmente

His complet
ent would ever,

To the Supcrintcnding Enginect, 7ih Division.
” Controller of Public Works Accounts. -

Fxd. E. C. Shunker.

in favour of
This

odits from oné treasury

Governor 1
find 1t clearly
report of three
ight
d to undertake the responsi-
o failure even
if it
ufficient
mind that no
o solely to his manage-
a further trial
om date of his
y until his resumption
11 be specially reported

will be called to the

and the Superintending
it prevails in the Malabar
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