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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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No. 221. ~ Read the following letter from t{Je Coﬂsulting Engineer for Railways,

to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
Madras, 15th October 1872, No. 557 :— ‘ ' :

Ix their Orders dated the 6th June and the 1st August 1872, Nos. 1,396 and

g 1,820, the Government directed that the reduced train service on the Carnatic
« .~ Railway, which has been in force since the 1st January 1872, should be maintained
until further orders, and that a report upon its working should be made after the
Ko, 535, dated 8th October 1572, 30th ‘qutember. I have accordingly

_ .+ the honour to submit a letter* from the

wo statements showing (1) the numbers of passengers

~“carried, and the receipts earned therefrom, during each quarter of the last four
years,: and (2) the quarterly expenditure during the last three years upon mainte-
ent-way and locomotive expenses. A third statement, which I

nance of permane :
have received to-day from the Agent, separates the repairs to engines from the .
ain service. .

. other locomotive expenses due to the daily tr

Agent, accompanied by t

: o ) .
ed train service was ordered to be brought into force upon
economical grounds, and the Agent is of opinion that it has not answered the

" He alludes to the fact that the average number of

expectations of Government. |
passengers has been even greater during 1872 with one train in each direction
daily, -than in previous periods with two trains; but he states that thisis directly -

traceable to the increased facility given by through booking at reduced fares, and
* he expresses his opinion that it is only by these means that the normal amount of

traffic has been maintained. . 4
t September 1871 an arrangement came into force between

the Madras and the Carnatic Companies by which third-class passengers were
booked through between Madras and Conjeveram at the rate of 1 Rupee, the fare
previously having been Rupees 1-1-4. Mr. Fisher is of opinion that this arrange-
ment tended greatly to the advantage of the Company, and to the development of
its passenger traffic; but that that development was sudderly interrupted by the
reduction in the train service, the order for which came into force on the 1st
January 1872. . ' ot
ieh Mr. Fisher in attributing such great results to the
The total increase in the passenger traffic during
e secoud half of 1870, was in nuwmbers 8,535, and
‘ this increase the portion due to July and August,
X before the arrangements in question had been ?ntroduced, was in numbers 3,730,
“and in receipts Rupees 668; so thab during September, October, November, and
er 1870 amounted to only 4,805 in numbers and

December 1871, the increase OV
" Rupees 580 in receipts ; the actual difference per month being considerably smaller
"than during July and August. Tho following figures will show that the arrange-

ment which came into force on the 1st September 1871 exercised no perceptible

. influence upon the passenger traffici—

2. The reduc
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4. 1 cannot agree W
through booking arrangements.
the second half of 1871, over th
in receipts Rupees 1,248: Of
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NUMBER OF PASSENGERS CAR- || RECEIPTS FROM PASSENGERS
. RIED DURING DURING .
Year. Sgpzerl?ber, September,
‘ July and ctober, July and | october
: . November uly an N .
August. | 214 Decem- August. angvﬁg:}:-&.
ber. ) ber.
1868 ...
1869 weo ae 15,160 25,070 5,746 6
A B B 26,106 5,606 605
1871 . ... e | 12811 22,182 4,596 - 8,312
- . 16,541 26,987 5,264 8,892

— e

. 5. The first o
_average monthly nufmtll)]:r t:;‘O statements forwarded by the Agent shows that the
greater during 1872, with o passengers, and the receipts therefrom, have been
the 5th paragraph o;' his lettn e train daily, than during 1871, with two trains. In
- traffic during 1872 has beene}‘, the Ag(}nt explains this by stating that the festival
the average monthly recei :,n excess of 1871, and that if that excess is deducted,
2,560, being less than th pts from passengers in 1872 will bo reduced to Rupees
no means clear how th GAC orresponding figure for 1871 by Rupees 129. It is by
vear is-at Little Conje\?er gent ha.s arrived at this. The chief festival during the
extended over both month‘ar.n" which .alway.s occurs in May or June. In 187116
traffc during May and J $;1n 1872 it fe}l in May. The receipts from passenger
Rupees 9,002, there e e amounted. in 1871 to Rupees 9,450, and in 1872 to
be seen that Mr. Fisher *13 an excess)durmg 1871 of Rupees448. It will, however,
from tho, receipts in 18;’;5 made a net reduction of Rs. 980 (Rs. 1,598—Rs. 618)
during M’ay nd June 1872’ on account of the alleged excess in festival traffic
ftinc]. tha only other of over thg corresponding items for 1871, The Tirutany
result s.’ It falls Withir? Jarl‘yflmportance to the Qarnatic Railway, shows similar
T 671 excoeded the ¢ uly and August, and the receipts from passenger traffic
has, however, made orresponding figures for 1872 by Rupees 357. * Mr. Fisher
’ , made & net reduction of Rupees 194 (Rupees§735——Ru’pee's 511) from:

th ipts 1 N FATT
e receipts in 1872, on account of the alleged excess in festival traffic during July -
(=]

and August 1872 over the corresponding item for 1871.

ment? W}f;::hP::zfzpil .6 dOf' his letter Mr. Fisher refers to the second of the state-
upc.)n maintena;we Pf nied if, and says that the average expenditure during 1872
D 1871 by R of permanent-way and locomotive expenses is ¢ actually in
8 b y fupees 51.per month, and only less than that of 1870 by Rupees 116
per mg-nt . A.n examination of statements 1I. and IIL will show that‘the mo;lth]
expenditure during 1872 under the head of “ Maintenance of permanent-way” d
exceeded the f:Ol:responding item during 1871 by Rupees 99; and th t-w}i:y has
3130.-139‘3‘,1, a s.1m11ar excess of Rupees 12 monthly under th; head 3 Rt i e
engines;” while under the- head of *‘ Fuel 0il, Tallow, etc.,”: th P o
monthly saving during 1872 of Rupees 60.’ ’ ) ctes fhere has been &

7. Of these three heads, it i ‘ ‘
, it is clear that the sums s €Ar3
e [H) . peut on Mamten
ferzﬁani"t‘ way a.nd on ‘.‘ Repairs to engines” have no necessary relation wellx[;cte of
> the train scrvice during the respective periods. - It is certain that, by haﬂe'ver
. . A ) ving

-
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- the redu‘cgd train
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_ passenger who would nof now use

- and

_ that T should repeat it here.
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the train service, the wear and tear of the perman‘ent way and of the enciués
must be very considerably reduced, and that the repairs necessitated by the :vork

erformed while the reduced train gervice is in force must be considerably less
than would otherwise have been the case. It happens that the monthly expenditure
under each of these heads has been greater during 1872 than during 1871 ; but it
is scarcely necessary to explain that the increased expenditure is not due’to the
reduced work. " With more work the expenditure would, of course, have been greater
still. Upon the other hand, the saving under the head of current expenses
¢ fuel, oil, tallow, etc.,” is directly and neq_essarily due to the reduction in the traixi

service. .‘ ’
-8, The returns now submitted show that, in the nine months during which
=]

service has been in force, there has been no reduétion in the number
of - passengers who have availed themselves of the railway, nor in the receipts
derived from that branch of the traffic. The returns also show that there has been
I - : ; a saving at the rate of Rupees 720* per

* T Jearn from the Agent that this saving wou a i es. 1 1
have been greater, but for the large increase - n nam 13119 0}1 rrent expenses, 1n addi-
of Tate to the goods traffic tion to savings, of amounts that cannot
be ascertained in the wear and tear of

permanent-way, and in the wear and tear of engines.

9. Since Writing to you on the 27th June, I have takéﬁ some trouble to
he probable effect upon the passenger traffic of a

inquire in various quarters as to t
return to the former train service. At Arconum & fortnightago, L had a conversation

on the subject with Mr. Lee Hair, the Supgrintendent of the line between Arconum

He sal
d by the [change, but that they had now become quite

acoustomed to the single train service, and made their arrangements accordingly
He did not think that an increase in the regular train service would attract one
the railway. From every other quarter I have

and Conjeveram.
ably inconvenience

received similar opinions. | ' A ‘
10. Under the circumstances I cannot avoid the conclusion that the arrange-

ménts which have been in force since.the 1st January 1872 have proved successful
I am bound to recommend the continuance, for the present, of the reduceé

train service.

ev———

From the Agent and Manager of the Ca
. " Railways, dated 8th October 1872, No. 585.

" Wirm reference to the G. 0s. Nos. 1,396 and 1,820, and previous correspondence, I have the
1868 to 1871 and for nine months ending 30th September 1872,

aqd &) t}le expenditure during 1870-71 and nine months
oned in your letter No. 146, dated 14th June 1872, as
of one as compared with two trains daily.

carned from that source in the years
with the averages per month in each year;
of 1872 for fuel and other items menti
being the only items affected by the running

9. Tlaving already expressed my opinion upon the question under notice, it is not necessary
1 take leave, however, to offer one or two observations upon the state-

ments herewith submitted. ‘
3. With reference to the earnings, 1
bas been even greater during 1872 with one

¢ will be scen that the averagé numbers of passengers carried
train than during previous periods with two, but this

»
: . ‘ 4

d that at first the Conjeveram people had been consider-.

rnatic Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for’

" honour o submit herewith statements showing (1) the number of passengers carried. and the amount -
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is directly traceable to the increased facility by through booking at somewhat reduced fares to
Madras, Tirupatty, ete., and I think it is only by these means that the normal amount of traffic
has been maintained. '

4. Tt will bs seen by an examination of the statements that the arrangements referred to had
influenced the traffic during the second half of the ycar 1871, when the number carried was greater
than during all corresponding periods in previous years embraced in the statement, although the
money was not £o great as in 1868 and 1869, when this satisfactory development of traffic was
curtailed by the experimental introduction of the one irain service.

5. As stated in paragraph 3 the through booking arrangements have beneficially influenced
. the traffic, and an increase is dircctly traceable to this cause during six months out of the nine
in the year 1872 ; but if we ‘deduct the excess traffic carried to‘tl,le festivals at Great and Little
Conjeveram in March and May and to Tiruputty, Trivellore, etc., over that of the previous year,
namely, 9,703 passengers and earnings Rupees 1,606 from the aggregate of the nine months, the
averages become in number 7,456 and in money Rupees 2,560, less by Rupees 129 per month
than the previous year. ; .
6. With respect to the expendxture it will be seen that the average is actually in excess of
1872 by Rupecs 51 per month, and only less than that of 1870 by Rupees 116 per month.

. 7. If my deductions are correct, there appears, therefore, to be a loss as compared with 1871
of Rupees 180 per month, while as compared with 1870, which was an exceptionally bad year,
there appears to be a gain of only Rupces 166, to set against the inconvenience which has been
entailed upon the district and the Postal Department ; and upon the aggregate of the two years
the actual loss is Rupees 168.

8. By applying these figures in comparison with the years 1868 and 1869, the average number
carried per month appears to be less by 852, and in earnings by Rupees 670 than in 18€8, and in
number 544, and Rupees 712 than in 1869 ; the comparison of the expenditure in the years 1868
and 1869 cannot, without considerable trouble, be made, as the accounts for those periods were not

kept in a form to admit of it.
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Comparative Statement of the Number of Passengers carr

March, June,

ing

.

¢

d and the money earned in each month during the quarters end

ie¢

'

——~

September and December in 1868, 1869, 1870 and 1871 and in March, June and September 1872.
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RAILWAY, No. 43,

No. 222. : ORDER PHEREON, 14th November 1872, §o. 2,678.

A cArErFUL consxderahon of the
statements furnished by the Acrent and
Manager of the Carnatic Railway Com.

- pany, & and of their analy sis by the Consulting Engineer, shows that there is no
 falling off of passenger traffic on the whole, and that one train each way daily

suffices for its accommodation. His Excellency the Governor in Council accordingly

results of that quarter,

To the Consulting Engincer for Railways, -

| Exd. E, C. Shunker.

directs that the single train service be maintained until further orders;
o report being submitted as soon as possible atter the Slst December next of the

a special

S ' (True Extract.)

.

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.
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