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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tth November 1872.
No. 104. Read the following letter from the Otficiating Deputy Secretary to the

Government of India, Public Works Department, (Railway), to the
Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department,
(Railway), dated Simla, 16th October 1872, No. 1,659-G. R:—

I au directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2,230, dated the
20th September 1872, on the subject of renewing with iron sleepers the line
between Muddikerry and Beypore on the Madras Railway, and, in reply, to state
that the Government of India are unwilling to sanction the proposed outlay until
they are furnished with conclusive evidence as to the financial advantages of the
change.

2, The Chief Engineer gives Rupees 492 as the annual cost in labour and
materials of the renewal and maintenance of amile of iron road, but it appears to
the Government of India that the lowness of this amount may be partly due to
the fact that the average amount of renewals of the iron sleepers has not yet been
ascertained correctly, owing to sufficient time not having elapsed since they were
laid. On the other hand, the cost of labour and materials in the renewal and
maintenance of the road laid with cross wooden sleepers is shown to have been
Rupees 1,506 per annum, an amount apparently far higher than it ought to have
been. The average expenditure on this account on the main line of the East
Indian Railway during the past five years has been Rupees 1,280 per mile of single
track, exclusive of superintendence, and in this sum is included not only the cost
of maintenance of the way in the main line, but also that of the station sidings, of
the bridges, and of all the other works on the Railway.

3. Considering the comparatively heavy traffic on the Fast Indian Railway,
the GQovernment of India expected to find that the wooden cross sleeper road
would have been maintained for less money in Madras than in Bengal, and they
do not at present understand why creosoted sleepers, which last well in the dry
climate of Scinde and the Punjab, and have a life of ten or twelve years in the wet
climate of Bengal, should not, if equally well prepared, endure as long when laid
in the Railways on either side of the Madras Presidency.

4. I am also to ask if full consideration has been given to the great difficulty
and expense now attending the purchase of iron in England.

‘5. A copy of the Reports of the Chief Eugineer, East Indian Railway, for
the first and second halves of 1871 are enclosed for information.

No. 105. OspER THEREON, 7th November 1872,

No. 2,619.

CouyuxicaATED to the Consulting
Engincer for Railways, with reference to

RAILWAY, No. 25.

. ) G. O,, No. 2,229, da.ted 20th September

1872.

9. The Consulting Engincer’s attention is particularly requested to para-
graphs 3 and 4, the experience with creosoted sleepers recorded in the former
of which, appears tfo His Excellency the Governor in Counci} to confirm that
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recorded on the Great Southern of India Line which the Chief Engineer of the
i Medras Railway is unable to dxspute, and to make a trial on the Western Coast of
,creosote for sleepe;s advisable. -
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" To the Consulting Engineer for Railways,
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