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Proceedings of the Madras Gosernment, Public Works Department,
.. T 23rd Octoher 1872,

. -

. No. 422 Read the following letter from the Consulting Enginecr for Railways,
L o o . _tothe Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,

1

", 31d October 1872, No, 530 :—

"

; (5‘ L L With reference to the Order of Government, No, 2,117 of the 6th ultimo, I.

* . have the honour to request that you will

* From Agent, No. 4,694 of 23rd Sept. 1872. o ) .
» Oﬁciating ‘Deputy Consulting Engineer, be good enouoh to lay beforo Govern

: dated 27th September 1872, ment - the enclosed letters®* from the
_ ) . Agent of the Great Southern of India
- ) - o Railway and'the Officiating Deputy Consulting Engineer, containing their opinion
. ’ i i - upon the subject of carrying out, with a view to the expansion of traflic, the experi-
o - A ment suggested by the Government of India in their letter No, 1,355 G.R. of the
: : S 21t August 1872, ‘ N "
- { - - 2. Mr. Betts and Captain R. Thompson are of opinion that the* running of

local pick-up trains, with’ frequent stoppazes, would not be remuncerative under
the special eircumstances of the Great Southern of India Railway,

B ’ - ‘ o ‘ ’ 3. Iagree with them in that opinion, and recommend that the results of the
' ’ ~ present experimental reductions in the first and third classes be awaited before any
further changes are made, ’

~ - -
- ’ Y
“

- ‘ B i B . E o - ' ' ‘7‘) ; o -
) L ) L = o : b : From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Consulting Engineer for Railways,
o ) ' : - . " dated Negapatam, 23rd September 1872, No. 4,694,

, . Your letter Ko. 377 of the 12th instant, I have discussed with Captain R. Thompson the
f(‘ _ suggestion made by the Officiating Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works
¢ - . - » «e','# ) Department, (Railway,) for **increasing the passenger traflic by making railway travelling more -
- ) L - : Y convenient than it usually is to villagers by means of running slow, local, pick-up trains with
. ) frequent stoppages.”

s - - 2. It is not quite clear whether the i‘unning of additional trains, or the more frequent
stoppages of existing trains, is suggested.

7T

3. With regard to additional trains, so far ag long-distance passengers are concerned,
say those journeying from Negapatam to Tanjore and; beyond, I do not think the running of an
extra train daily would tend to increase’ the number of travellers. For people travelling short
distances, the running of additional trains would no doubt be a convenience, but I am of opinion
that additional passengers would be but few in number, and that the cost of warking the traing,
would not be covered by their fares, '

It S

4. Regarding more frequent stoppages of existinz traing, - Two trains up and two trajns

down are run daily, and each train stops at eireryhstatio‘n on the line. More frequent_ stoppages

could, therefore, only be provided for by pulling up the trains at places where we have no stations,

Our stations are lecated at the following distances apart :—Miles 3, 4, 7, 4,7,5,6, 3, 10, 15, 8,

9,12, 6,7, 11, 9, 8, 12and 12. On the 15 miles run you will no doub remember we had a trial
station, Cottrapuity, but we were compelled to close it on financial grounds. - .

5. We cannot have additional stopping places without supplying Platforms, booking offices
and booking clerks. Without a platform the old an{ infirm ang young children conld only.
climb into carriages with difficulty, and some amount of danger, especially if the stopping place

. was on #h embankment ; withoat b;)oking clerks, one check against fraud would be removed.

. ) \ 6. I am of opinion that the cost of working these gdditional stopping places would not be
.- . : - o R Lo » : covered by the few additional passengers which they would bring to the line over and above thoge
- - Co T e S - S . - Z S who would be drawn from existing stations. People will not use the Railway if they have bug
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23rd October 1872.

a very short distance to walk ; from Negapatam station to Sickle station for instance the distance
is only three miles, anl last month ouly 58 passengers were booked at the former for the latter
place, which does not give an average of one passenger per train.

From Captain R. TIIOMPSON, R.E., Officiating Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways, to the
Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 27th September 1872,

Wita reference to your letter No. 782 of the 12th September 1872, and the Orders of
Government marginally noted, I bhave the
honour to inform you that I have discussed
with the Agent and Manager of the Great
Southern of India Railway Company the question of the possibility of increasing the passenger
traffic on the Great Southern of India Line by means of running °* slow, local, pick-up trains
with frequent gtoppages.”’ ’ ’

G. 0.*»No. 80 of 11th January 1873,
Do., , 1,808 of 30th July "
DO., » 2,117 of 6th Sepwmber »

2. The Agent holds out but little hope of an experiment in this direction proving success-

ful, and from a consideration of the line, distribution of stations, and the traffic returns, I .

. am inclined to agree with him in thinking that the additional expenditure entailed in providing
sach accommodation would not be covered by the slight increase of passenger traffic which might
be looked for. _
3. The Agent informs me that the existing train service fully meets all requirements for
transport of goods, so that any additional trains would be purely for passenger traffic. .
4. The existing stations along the Great Southern of India Line between Negapatam and
Erode are riot at very inconveniently long distances apart. The maximum distance between any

two being between Doodalore and Teroovembore, namely, 15 miles. An intermediate station was
tried there for a period of about two years, but it was eventually closed, as s few persons availed

themselves of it.

So far as my experience goes I feel sure that natives of the class for which ‘¢ pick-up" .
trains would be run, prefer, as a rule, walking four or five wiles to paying 8 or 10 Pies for_
being carried by train such short distances, and for longer distances the existing disiribution of

stations, arrangement of train service, and fares charged meet their wants as nearly as is possible.

5. The traffic returns appear to bear me out in the opinion Ihave expressed in the foregoing
paragraph ; for instance, taking the three stations next to Negapatam in the order in which they
stand, namely, Sickle, Keevalore, and Trivalore, distant respectively from MNegapatam, 3,7, and
14 miles. Detween Negapatam and Sickle there is scarcely any third-class passenger traffic ;
between Negapatam and Keevalore there is considerably more, and between Negapatam aund
Trivalore it is believed that as many third-class passcngers travel as would, under any circum-
stances, avail themselves of the Railway. - '

No. 423. OrpER THEREON, 23rd October 1872, No. 2,503,

His Excellency the Governor in
Council; on consideration of the argu-
: . ments adduced in these papers as to the
littlé advantage which would be derived on the Great Southern of India Railway
from more frequent stoppages of existiné trains or the running of a.dditionzhlr trains,
does not think it expedient to sanction at present any further experimental
measures for the development of the passenger traffic beyond those now under-
going a trial o ) : -

RAILWAY, No. 58.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
< 23rd October 1872.

. 2. A copy of these papérs will be forwarded to the Government of India,
with reference to their letter, No, 1,355 G. R., dated 21st August 1872.

(True Extract.) °

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.

* (Docker No. 2,504, dated 23rd October 1872.)

No. 424,
Cory of the'above forwarded to the Government of India. *

\ (True Extract.)

e J

Colonel, R.E.,

Secrelary to Government.

b3

Exd. E. C. Shaoker.

.a
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