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Proceedings of the*Madras Government, Public Works Department,
a5tl, September 1872. '

‘No. 353.  Read the following letter from the Acting Superintending Enéineei‘,

1st Division, to the Sceretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Dowlaishweram, 29th August 1872, No. 2,007 :—

Ix continuation of this office letter No. 1,986, dated 27th August 1872, I

’ . have the honour to forward copy of a

1'Copy of letter No. 342, dated 24th August letter from the Executive Engineer in
1872, fram the Executive Engineer in charge h f No. 1 or Eas De'ta R

No. 1 Range, Godavery, with 4 Enclosures. _charge ol no. % or a”terfl e'ta aange

To be returned. of this district, reporting a loss of

: : Rupees 302-10-3 on the brick-work cf

the new Covoor lock near Cocanada. AsIhave withdrawn my recommendation in

favour of the Overseer for- promotion, in accordance with the principle approved

by Government in G. O. of the 2nd November 1871, No. 2,774, I am unable

to support the Range Officer’s request that the Overscer should” be further

- called upon to make good the loss, and the more s0 as the locality is most easy

of access, and the work should have been far better checked. I must tlicrefore
solicit the Government to permit me to write this off to ¢ profit and loss.”

2. 1 regret to say I am unable to endorse the Range Officer’s excuse that he
was unable to attend to this work. I have been unable to make any favourable
mention of the discharge of his range dutics, and have allowed, the circumstance
of two deltas being in his hands at once, some consideration, but further I cannot
admit. ' ' :

3. The Overseer is an old Government scrvant, and has been employed on
the works since the anicut was begtin; and I regret very much I have been unable
to recommend him for promotion on this occasion, for he has done, in formcr
years to my certain knowledge, right good work. .

From the Executive Engineer in charge of No. 1 Range, Godavery, to the Acting Superintending
Engineer, 1st Division, dated Dowlaishweram, 24th August 1872, No. 342.

I mavE the honor to bring to your notice the high cost of brick-work on the Covoor lock. Iregret

" to say that Overseer Venkataratnam cannot afford any sa-1sfactory explanatién regarding it. I
. forward a letter and enclosures from Overseer Venkataratiam from which it appears that he

throws the whole blame on the Maistry and Lock Superintendent, and forwards a statement showing
that some work has been incorrectly charged to the item of brick-work ; this is, I believe, partly
true, but the statement sent is not true. I forward a revised one, and the result is that I consider -
an amount of Rupees 302-10-3 has been lost t6 Government, and should be made good. In the
Overseer’s statement credit is given for Rupees 155-3-0 on account of filling in dam, etc., charged

" in error to brick-work. I regret to say that his measurements are utterly wrong. Mr. Larminie
~ (who knows more of the work than I do, having inspected it oftener) has, as well as he, measured
“the fillingin dam, the result is & total of 1,724 cubicyards. “For this money bhas been paid and

charged as follows :—

RS. A. P.
699 Cubic yards, at 1 Anna... . .. 4390
Daily Coolies, say 1,008 cubic yards, cost... . .. 6309
11,707 yards. .. 10699

As this comes so pear Mr. Larminie's measurement, I do not think that there can have been any -

. _error in the accounts regarding the filling in, but I ‘consider Rupees 10 may - fairly be allowed

for cutting channels, Rupees 20 for centrings, Rupees 15 for the labour of the plastering, and
Rupecs 10 for contingencies, making a total of Rupees 55. This makes the cost of labour for 40
cubic yards of brick-work, Rupees 442-10-3, about Rupees 11 & yard?




-

Proccedings (f the Madras Government, Public Works Department, - -
- 25th September 1872,

2. The work done is very good; all the brirks were cut; similar work at Thossipoody and :
Chintapilly locks cost Rupees 3-4-0-and 4-14-0 per cubie yard for labour. I think thata fair

{

allowance for Covoor lock is Rupees 3-8-0 a cubio yard, or Rupees 140 for the 40 cubic yards, '
leaving Rupees 31:2-10-3 unaccour.ted for, P
-~ 8. Tregret to say that after every inquiry and examination of the books, I can give mno
ratisfactory explanation of the cise, but can only say that I do not for a minute believe that the
n 1mber of bricklayers and coolies entered in the books ever worked on the lock. Venkataratnam .
lays the whole blame on the Lock Maistry and Maistry on the work ; he reports that he himself paid .
the coolies and bricklayers charged for, but acknowledges that he never attempted to check the -
work done by them, and in fact according to his account left’ it entirely to the 2nd Maistries. :
K. Venkataratnam is a very old Government servant, has been for years carrying on masonry works, !
¢nd I cannot for a moment believe that he himself paid this money away (at the rate of about 20
Iricklayers fr a cubic yard of work), without xnowledge or examination. I am well aware that he !
dces not understand ruch of accounts, and in fact can only just read and write ; bup I think that hes
understands from his ecperience better than most how much work a bricklayer should do, and as"
a rule makes him do it. ) ,
4. I can therefore do nothing else but impute to Overseer Venkataratnam either fraud or -
gross carclcssncss and neglect of duty ; as heis of long scrvice and bears a high character, I
prefer doing the latter and with your sanction propose that he should be directed to pay this U
money into the cash chest to be credited to the work ; if it were not for Venkataratnam’s long
serv.ce and good character, 1 would propose his dismissal. ) ‘

5. The Lock Maistry who kept the Nominal Rolls has becn removed to Y;:rrapotharam lock ;!

the Bricklayer Maistry dismissed. . -

6. Iregret much that I have not been able to report tkis before ; the reason of the delay is.
as follows. ' . ; :

7. In fuie it was brought to my notice that there was a heavy overcharge on the item of’,
brick-work. I wrote to Mr, Larminie to make inquiries ; in J uly I received his report, and wrote to'
Venkataratnam for explanation. T went to Covoor lock as soon as I could (at the end of July), but
was unable to report updn the matter until I could obtain from M. Larminie the measurements’
of the filling in. o ) : "

8. T certainly onght to have known of the excess before June. I had visited the work in;
May, but I regret to say I did not then go into the brick-work accounts. I was fully engaged |
tie day I was there in settling the accounts of the materials in band, owing t
them between Overscers Venkataratnam and Ramanah.

No. 354,

b

o a dispute regarding |

—— e~

OrpEr THEREON, 25th September 1872, No. 2,271,

ACCOUNT, No. 87, _ Tuelossof Rupees 302-10:3 reported
- in this correspondence will remain

; charged against the Covoor lock and be
. “passcd by the Controller., _ ‘

2. Ilis Excellency the Governor in Council draws the conclusion from these"
papers that the reconstruction of the Central Delta as an independent Range, '
ordered in G. O. No. 1,586 of 1st July, has been opportune, and trusts that it :
will result in better supervision of work than is now reported to prevail, )

X . {‘ . (True Extract.)

g —

¥ .

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government,
To the Superintendinz Engineer, Ist Division. :
o C:ontrollcr of Public Works Accounts. :
Exd. T. O’Connor, ;
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