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- Preceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o '23rd September 1872.

Read the following papers :—

J[

|

{

F No. 323. Endorsement of the Superintending Engineer, 8th Division, datcd

Tirumungalum, 8th August 1872, No. 2,233.

, From the Executive Engineer in charge of Dindigul Range, to the Superintending
Engineer, 8th Division, dated Periacolum, 30th July 1872, No. 261.

‘ I nave the honour to enclose a travelling allowance bill for Rupees 20-8-0,
which [ request you will be so good as to forward to Government for consideration
t with this letter,
o 2. -The first two items were included in my travclling allowance bLill for May,
' and struck out by you for the reasons stated in your memorandum No. 1,366 of the
. 26th ultimo. ‘ _ '

3. The third item was included in_my Lill for June, aud appears to have been
passed by you and struck out by the Controller.

4. In explanation of these charges I beg to offer the following remarks :—

i 5. On the 25th May I was at Pulney, and I hLad, in obedience to instructions

from your Office, to iuspect certain anicuts on the tributaries of the Shunmuga
Nuddee, one of which was in the jungle at the foot of the Pulney Hills, about 11
miles from Pulney. ”

6. Now, if I had camped at this spot (Iyempully), I should have wasted a
wliole day, as there was nothing else to do in the ,neighbourhood, to say nothing
of the prospect of imnyself and the people with me being laid up with fever from
remaining in such a place in the middle of May. ’

7. On the 27th Iinspected the * Paumben and Palghaut” road from Pulney to

+the boundary of the district, and there was nothing whatever to be done in the

neighbourhood or on that side of Pulney, whereas there wasa good deal that
required attention to the north and east of the taluq.

8. I consider therefore that in each of these instances it was much bLetter
- that I should return to Pulney in order to be ready for other work the next day,
than that I should take two days (going and returning) over what could be done
in one. a
9. The'third journey, on the 2ud June, was made in consequdqce of the receipt
of a memorandum* from your Office, for-
; warding a letter from the Collector to
¢ the e.:ﬂ:ect thai; the Talug Cutcherry at Periacolum was in a highly dangerous
confhtlon, as, indeed, it certainly w28, and I considered it my duty to go_down to
Periacoluiy at once to take steps to ensure its safety ; perhaps I was wron g,% Tam
; pretty sure thatif I had delayed a day and any accident had happened in conse-
- quence, Government would not have hesitated to hold me responsible for the same..

10. Coneerning this last journey I have only to remark further that if o
* report by the head of a department that a building in the occupation of one of his,
subordinates isin a highly dangerous condition doves not constituto an ¢

* No. 861 of 28th May.

extra-

- ordinary emergency,” it is difficult to say what does.

11. Bat with regard to the other two the case is rather different,
was nothing in either instance to Le called an “ emergency™ but the question I had
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23rd Septemter 1872, -

to ask myself was 'simply whether it was more for the public interests that I should
malfe the double journey in one day, or that I should take two .days overit. I
decided on the former course, and still believe that I was right in so doing. '

12: This range has an area of over 3,000 squarc miles, and tontains upwards of
300 miles of road maintained or under execution by this department, besides an
enormous nuimber of small irrigation-works. It is nearly 120 miles in l’ength from
north-east to south-west, and about 80 from north-west to south-east, and will
be shortly increased about a third by the addition of another talug. -G:)verriment
lay the greatest stress on the frequent inspection of works by Range Officers, and it
becomes necessary for me to arrange my movements so as to get over a’s much
ground as possible in the course of each month. IHow far these movements have
been judicious you are able to judge.

13. No doubt it can very rurcly happen that a journey of over 20 miles in a
ds?.y can be‘ necessary (if only because it is not easy to find a length of 20 miles
thh(zut work of some kind in progress) ; but now and then such ca:es do occur, and
I' maintain that an officer in my position may reasonably be allowed some di;cre-
tion, and that where he conscientiously believesa journey of over 20 miles to be
advlsablg on public grounds, he ought not to be restrained from making it by an
considerations about ¢ extraordinary emergencies’’. - i

) 14. Of course, it may be said that such a discretion is liable to be abuscd ;
buf that is an argument which I decline to take into consideration. 3

15. Observe that I am not claiming any uncontrolled discretion. I am quite
ready to accept the Superintending Engineer's decision as to the propriety of any
particular journey, and in the special cases under consideration, if the charge had
been struck out by you on the ground that the journeys were unnecessary or
injudicious, I shoull never have questioned the ‘decision for a moment. Your
memorandum above referred to showed that this was not the case, and that the
correction was made in obedience to a rule, which rule, I think, acts, or is likely
sometimes to act prejudicially to the public interest. :

16. I hope it will be understood that I have nothing to gain personally by -

the. acceptance of the principle for which I am contending. If the Government
decide that the very modified discretion which I ask for is not allowable, I shall
probably be able to reduce my travelling expenses to an extent which will much

more than counterbalance the trifling amount of travelling allowance at issue. -

\Whether the public service will gain in the same proportion is another question
but such a decision as I am contemplating implies that I am not competent to fom;

an opinjon on that point.

-

FORWARDED for the favourable consideration and orders of Government

2. "A “copy of the undersigned’s
memorandum  quoted by  Captain
Pennycuick, R.E., is forwarded for
information. . )

1 Copy of Memorandﬂm.
1 Travelling Allowance Dill.

. .3. T-healrules regarding mileage are so stringent that the Superintending
nzin erles 1 i ion i
gineer is almost powerless to exercise tany discretion in the matter, as even
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. Proceedings «f the Ma
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2 Inspedtion _Repoi'ts for May and June 1872.

are to be cut by the Centroller. A certain amount

what he may pass is almost s
1d, in the undersigned’s opinion, tend to the

of relaxation of these rules wou

edvantage of the service.

(Signed)  R.A. ROBERTS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E,,

Superintending Engincer, Sth Division.
ERRED to the Controller of Public Works Accounts for report.

(Signed)  G.W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

REF
OQOTACAMUND,
16th August 1872.

From the Officiating Controller of Public Works Accounts, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
George, 20th August 1872, No. 1,093. .
on the accompanying papers from the
Superintending Engineer of the 8th
Division: I have the honour to state that,
ander the orders of Government, com-
municated in Proceedings Nos. 482 and
mileage is admissible to the
s exceeding 20 miles

No. 324.

Wira reference to your endorsement

| Letter and one Memorandum.
1 Bill. '

-

1,141 of the 17th ‘February and 22nd April 1871,

Fxecutive Officers of the department only for such journey
per day as may be made under exceptional circumstances, or under the most

urgent necessity. ’ _
9. The three claims now preferred by Captain Pennycuick were disallowed

by the Superintending Engineer of the 8th Division prior to the submission of

his Office, and the former officer is mistaken in supposing that

the Bills tot 7
Lis claim to mileage for the 2nd June 1872 was objected to by the Controller.

Had the charges been approved by the Superintending Engineer and the bills
transmitted with information, similar to that now supplied by Captain Pennycuick,
of the necessity of each journey, mileage for the 25th May, and 2nd June would

have been passed, as the forced march on the former date appears to have been

undertaken under exceptional circumstances, and there seems to have been an
‘the latter date. :

urgent necessity for that made on
3. -The journey of the 27th May 1872 appears to have been of an ordinary
character, and having in view the ruling

. Vide the two orders of Government quoted in that journcys ander-

paragraph 1 and Nos. 339 and 941 of the 20th of Government that Journcyd “.

January and 20th March 1866. taken for the purposes of ordinary
inspections do not entitle to mileage,

uick’s claim fo;_that date is inadmissible.

\ ] am’of opinion that Captain Pennyc )
4. 1 enclose for reference Captain Pennycuick’s Inspection Reports for May

and Junc 1872. ﬂ )
' 3 of Colonel Robert’s endorsement on Captain

5. Adverting to paragraph
Pennycuick’s letter, T have to observe that the action of this Office in accepting or
disallowing claims to travelling allowance or mileage is guided by the rules and
orders of Government issued from time to time. When charges are disallowed,
which the Sruperintending Engineer considers should be passed, an appeal to

Government is always open to that officer. Colonel Roberts’s remark would scem
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to jmply that the “cutting” was eﬂ’ccted according to the personal views of the
Cgptrol ler, while I may safely say that such i3 not the case.

No. 325. OrpER. THEREON, 23rd September 1872, No. 2,256.

’: ESTABLISHMENT, No, 25.

His Excellency the Governor jn
Council remarks that it was under a
misconception of the spirit of former
Tulings, as pointed out by the Controller, that the Superintending Engineer, 8th
Dxnslon, disallowed Captain Pennycuick’s claim for mileage on two out of the three
0Qeasions in questxon and though the Controller is doubt[ul as to the third, Ilis
Excellency is of opinion that it may also be passed.

2. And to obviate further controversy on this subject, he directs, in super-
8Qgsion of all former rulings on this aub_;ect that all claims for mileage be passed
by the Controller on certificate from Svperintending or District Engineers that
they have examined into eacl anm, and are satisficd that the j journey has been
Performed for the beneﬁt of t X scrvice. '

(True Extract) -

2
|
)
i

Colonel, R.E.,

Secrelary to Government.

B | |
- B
* s ‘

Ta the Superintending Engmeer 8th Dmsxon.
>> all other Superintending Engineers. - ’
*»  the Controller of Public Works Accounts. -
*~ Major R. B, Kennedy. _ N
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