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Proceedmgs of the Madras Gov"»'rnment Public Works Department,
215t Se}Jlember 1872.

No.295. Read the following letter from the Officiating Superintending
_Engineer, 3rd Division, to.t Fecretary to Governmemt, Public Works
Department, dated Camp at Mt_ Sanapalli, 16th August 1872, No. 1,070 :—

- Wite reference to your memoran: im, No. 167, forwardiog correspondence
particularized in a list accompanyintr {;uch correspondence is herewith returned,
. * No. 206, date 16th Angust 1872, . {‘I eannot do better than forward a copy

of a letter® from Mr, O’Ratigan, whom

I called on for any explanatlon he migr  have to offer.

2. The records of the Cuddapah P nge Office have been searched without
success for any written explanation given(by late Overseer Seshachellum Naidoo,
and, indeed, as will be seen from Mr. O’ raiiwm’s explanation, such is not likely
to be forthcommg, as the Overseer’s explanatinn was given to him verbally.

3. That the Overseer committed a sgtious irregularity in the matter of the
cheque there can be no doubt, but nothing more so far as I can see: there was no
possible pecuniary gain or advantage accfuing to him from his course of action;
his own statement is that he considered a cheque as equivalent to cash, and his great
object seems to have been not toshowa laro‘e unexpended balance at the close of the
month, As regards Mr. O’Ratigan, he also merely regarded the transaction as
irregular, and utterly unconnected with any fraudulent attempt; he called on the
Overseer for an explanation, which, as beforesaid, was given verbally, and he
recorded a remark on the Overseer s cash account vouching for his disapproval
of the transaction. o ' :

4. The matter of the foregoing cheque is all on which I am called for infor-
mation, but 1 would bring to the notice off Govcernment that the charge on which
the Overseer was dismissed was thrown{out by the Assistant Magistrate, who
remarked most severely on the conduct of the department in bringing against an
old servant of Government, who possessedjhigh testimonials, a charge based on so
small and utterly untrustworthy evidence.! - —

" 5. The opinion entertained of the late Overseer will be gathered from Mr,
O’Ratigan’s letter, and I am informed th It the then Collector, Mr. vansAgnew,

~ was so struck by the good condition of thje works in the Royachoty Taluq, that

he voluntarily gave the Overseer the testinlonial referred to.
6. Mr. O’Ratigan fully confirms the| favorable opinion entertained by Mr,

vansAgnew (who in Department Public r'orks matters is hard to please); he
says the roads, buildings, and works in the Royachoty Taluq were always kept

"in splendid order, and that the Overseer not only always spent his own allotment,

but was also able to spend sums in addltlon, which could not be spent in other

talugs. ,
7. On the whole, it seems to me di

than that the late Overseer has been very harshly dealt with,

([ﬂcult to come to any conclusion other

No. 296. ORrDER THEREON, 21st September 1872, No. 2,240.
%} His Excellency the Governor in

.ESTABLISHMENT, No. 21. ‘ Council is of opinion that, looking to -
" the decision of the Magistrate, the testi.

' momals as to prevmus conduct and the opmmn exprebsed by both the Superin.
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Overseer Seshachellum Naidoo, the grav
subordinate was clearly guilty will hav
period of suspension during which h
employment. His Excellency accoerdi
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_»  Controller of Public Works Accounts,

-

i ‘Exd. S. T Austin,

. To the Oﬁiclatmg Supenntendmg Enmneer urd Division.'

Y2 . —— oy B - ‘ \’-’..w-e 7,': !
Proceedmgs f Ilze Madras Gover wdent. Public Works I)cpm tment . i
215t Srptem!f:‘ 1872, : 7
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tending Engineer and the Range Ou"}} L,w to the general efficiency of Talug T

pixtmefital irregularities of which that

en. sufficiently met by the prolonged: C

5 been debarred from Government '
directs his re-appointment to the
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