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. " Proceedings of the Madras Gooernment, Public Works Department, -
- 18th September 1872.

s No. 254r. Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 8th
: Division, to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Kokracolum, 16th August 1872, No. 2,325:—

Y Ix reference to G. O. of the 6th instant, No. 58, calling for an immediate
-« reportof the cause of dclay in submitting the descriptive roll of the widow of a
cooly who was accidentally killed while he was engaged in Llasting rocks on the
Kodacancl Ghaut Road, I have the honour to report as follows.

4‘ 2. On the 20th June 1871 the widow of the deceased cooly addressed a
?\ - . petition to me stating that her husband had met with a fatal accident on the 27th

December 1870 when he was blasting rocks; that she had addressed two or three
petitions both to the Superintending Engineer (my predecessbr) and to the Range
Officer on the subject, but that she had received no redress; and that she and her
children were suffering great distress, praying, therefore, that one of her children
] - ~ may be employed on the road. This
; *IJnlm{h;nlemorandum No. 1,195, dated 3lst petition was referred® to Overseer Ser-
w ) : jeant Ilamilton, then in charge of the
Dindigul Range, to see whether he could not arrange to employ, as proposed, one
of the petitioner’s sons in consideration of his father having died uunder the
circumstances represented. ‘ .. )
’ - 3. In reply Serjeant Hamilton informed me on the 11th August 18714, that
- : the petitioner’s son was only 1 year
fj . 1 Letter No. 150. old and could not possibly be employed
" as petitiorer réquests; but that there would be no hiudrance to pctitioner being
employed on-the plains herself. : -
% o 4. Serjeant Hamilton further stated that taking into consideration the
‘ " circumstances under which the petitioner’s husband had met with his death, and
the destitute condition of petitioner and her child, it would not be too much to
3 grant her a compassionate allowance of Rupees 50. *

5. On the margin of the above letter I wrote an order on the 25th August
1871, No. 1,881, directing the Overscer in charge of the Range to prepare and
forward Proceedings to investigate a claim to gratuity to the widow of the
deceased cooly in the form printed at page 383 of Grant’s Circular Order Book,
and I returned the paper in original to the Range Office. _

6. Not having received the Proceedings in question, Assistant-Engineer
S Mr. Lyon, who succeeded to the Dindigul Range, was requested by me on the --
5th March 1872 to expedite the despatch of the document called for in memo-
randum No. 1,881, dated 25th August 1871, and he was at the same time requested
to return the original letter from the Range Office, No. 150, dated 11th August 1871,

T YT

L2 O 4

e

.y 7. In reply Mr. Lyon applied} for a copy of memorandum just quotcd as
4 _— the original was not found in the Range
’ . ¥ No. 490, dgted 12th March 1872. Office. ‘
i 8 On the 19th March 1872§ I informed Mr. Lyon that this office memo-

| ] randum No. 1,881, dated 25th August
] § No. 4,889, 1871, was written on the margin of

- . Ranée Ofice letter No. 150, dated 11th August 1871, which latter has not beon
. ) : '
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depairtmfm?
18th September 1872. e

returned. Ile was requested to cause a careful search to be made in his offico for |
the missing document and if not fouud to send a copy of Range Offico lctter
above quoted. '

9. Captain Pennycuick, R. E., who succeeded Mr. Lyon in the Dindigul
Range, stuted on the 26th April 1872, letter No. 47, that although a careful scarch \ ]
has been made the missing document has not been found, and lo forwarded a
copy of the Range Office letter with an intimation that the Proceedings will be
submitted so soon as received from the Periacolum Overseer, to whom instructions

on the matter had been sent some time back.

10.  Accordingly on the 31st May 1872* Captain Pennycuick forwarded the
Proceedings to this office explaining

that the delay in preparing them had {
arisen in consequence of the claimant (the widow of tho deceased cooly) having
left Periacolum and not having been found until lately. :

* Letter No. 135.

11.  As Captain Pennycuick. had recommended a grant of Rupees 350 to tho
widow the Proccedings were returned by me ta that officer on the 13th June 1872

pointing out to him that the gratuity admissible “shall in no case exceed the

mazimum limit of six months’ pay of the deceased.” Captain Pennycuick was at

the same time requested to report whetlier an inquest was held or not on the body - 118

of the deceased workman.

12. The above Proceedings were corrected and returned by Captain Penny-
cuick on the 24th, received in this office on the 20th, and submitted to Govern-
ment on the 29th June 1872 with my letter No. 1,441,

13. I may mention, in conclusion, that no report of the accident was made
to this office by the then Range‘Oﬁiccr, Assistant-Engineer Mr. O, A, Hayne, and

that the fact only came to my knowledge on receipt of the petition above
alluded to. b

No. 254¢.

O=rpER TRHEREON, 18th September 1-872, No. ?,214.

His Exceriexcy the Governor in
Council is compelled to express his dis- ¢
satisfaction at the great delay which was
laim to gratuity preferred by the peti-
eer’s letter No, 2,325 dated 16th August

. ESTABLISHMENT, No.19. |

allowed to occur in the disposal of the ¢

tioner alluded to in Superintending Engin
1872, '

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R. E,,

) Sec:felary to Government.

To the Superintending Engincer, §th Division.

Ezxd. A, S. Rodgers.
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