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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department,
18th September 1872, : :

No. 237. Read the following Endorsement of the Officiating  Controller of
Public Works Accounts, dated Fort St. George, 22nd August 1872,
No. 1,115 :—

- From the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to the Controller of Public

Works Accounts, dated Madras, 19th August 1872, No. 2,182, ‘

Ix reply to your Memorandum, No. 115, dated 9th Avugust 1872, I Lave the

4 Oue Bill ) honour to observe that G. 0., No. 482,

_ . dated 17th February 1871, holds Super-

intending Engineers responsible for long marches ¢ leading to claims for mileage,
enhancing the outlay on travelling charges.” - "

2. Isee nothing in it that authorizes your calling on me to explain my’

admitting those charges, though you are empowered to report me to Government
if I fail to carry out the principle.

3. In the presént case, Government have in Order, No. 1,586, dated 1st Julv
1872, distinctly ruled that Mr. Smither shall work the formerly existing two rangc‘s'
as one ‘“by rail.” If he had marched through the intervening Zewindary, he
would have saved his own pocket with probably considerable waste of time,

4. Ttis difficult, under these circumstances, to explain the urgent necessity
beyond the natural anxiety of an officer in a responsible position to do his duty
over an extended tract of country. You have seen from his No, 138, of 5th August
1872, that Mr. Smither has lost by acting in what he (and I) believe to bo in
accordance with the orders of Government,

gy st
~ - .

SusMiTTED for the orders of Governme

2. In auditing claims to mileage it has'been the practice of this office, since
the issue of the orders* noted in the
margin, to ask for-information as to the
exceptional circumstances or urgent

* Nos. 482 and 1,109, of the 17th February and
20th April 1871.

1 Bill (to be returned).

1 Copy of letter from Colonel F. J. Moberly,
No. 2,042, dated 10th August 1872.

1 Do. do. to. do.,
No. 344, dated 13th Angust 1872.

1 Copy of Controller’s Memorandum, No. 2,580,
dated 21st February 1871.

1 Controller’s Memorandum, No. 115, dated 9th

necessity under which forced marches
were made whenever such particulars
were not supplied either in the Inspec-
tion Report or in the Mileage Certificate
on the reverse of the bill. This prac-

'l

August 1872, tice has saved frequent references to

. — Government and has been found to work
well. Inattention to the Controller’s printed Memorandum, No. 2,580, dated 21st
February 1871, (herewith euclosed,) is the usual cause of suspension of audit by
this office to claims on account of mileage,

3. In the case of Mr. Smither’s, to which Colonel Moberly refers, it will be
observed from the accompanying bill that no information is given of the excep-
tional circumstances under which the marches, for which mileage is claimed, were
made ; and, as Colonel Moberly questions the right of this office to call for tlie
required information, I am compelled to submit the matter for orders. The
orders of Government of the 1st July last, No. 1,586, quoted by the Superintend-
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~ Moberly’s letter, has reference to the insufficiency of the authorized rates of

. Exd J. Wright.

— . - .
l’roceedmga of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmenl
- 18tk Seplember 1872.

ing Engineer do not appear to me to give any authority to this office to pass r.
Smxthers claim to mileage for journeys by rail without information of the
grounds on which such journeys may be undertaken.

4. The letter from Mr. Smither’s, alluded to in paraﬂraph 4 of Colonel
mileage and tentage to meet Mr. Smither’s travelling expenses. A copy thereof
and of the reply of this thereto is herewith forwarded for perusal.

&
(Signed)  D. H. TRAIL, Captain, R. E,,
Ofig. Controller of Pullic Works Accounts.

No. 238. ORDER THEREOK, 18th Scptember 1872, No. 2,200.

G. 0., 20th April 1871, No. 1,109,
fully Jus’uﬁes the course adopted by the
. Controller. It distinctly rules that the
exceptional circumstances under which forced marches are made should be
satisfactorily explained, and the question of the Controller’s right to require such
explanation has, therefore, been unnecessarily raised by Colonel Moberly.

2. The Controller is instructed to report whether, in his opinion, the
Travelling Allowance Rules admit of allowances being draWn by Mr. Sub-Engineer
Smither under both Rules ITI. and V. under the circumstances detailed in his letter,

No. 138, of 5th’ August, the charge being duly supported by the Superintending

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 17.°

Engineer.
" (True Extract.)

Colonel RE.,
Secretary to Government..

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division.
u  Controller of Public Works Accounts. -
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