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No. 510. Proceedings of the Board of .R.evenue, dated 19th July 1872, -

e

e i

Acting Collector of North ;Arcot,”to the Secretary to the Board of

From the |
. evenue, Madras, dated Palmarvair, 12th July 1872, No. 302, .

I 1avE the honour to submit, for the information of the Board, that since rhy
X application* for a special '

* Dated 5rd June, No. 230. DL Co . I . allotment -of
funds for . the immediate repair of .

damages caused to irrigatiqn works\ .in 'this distxif:t by the la.te storm, emergent \

estimates to the extent of Rupees 28,500 were received for the repair of breaches,

ete., in tank bunds. These estimates were duly passed and returned to the Suaperin- *
, Engineer in anticipation of the Government sanctioning the grant of |

tending h ol |
funds already applied for and recommended by the Board. : .

. Faurther estimates for emergent repairs to 1rrigation works are being almost |
daily received, and I have at this momeut before me forty such estimates to the

value of Rupees 8,00, but they are not.a quarter of what I am aware I ghq]] :

shortly receive. ) RPN _
" 9. About Rupecs 44,934 of Government revenue is dependant upon the ‘

irrfigation works damaged by the late storia. 'l‘h-e"cultivation season is now clogg - L
at hand, in fact has commenced in some localities, and as further delay in the
exccution of repairs cannot fail to tell heavily upon the results of the current year,
I venture earnestly to solicit early orders upon my application for a special grant.
Tuc importance of the subject,” the magnitude of the interests at stake, and the
urgency of the occasion cannot be over-rated, and they are my excuses for thys
troubling the Board again to move the Grovernment to pass early and favourable
orders upon my application, and which the Board were themselves pleased to submit

ety ol
|
w g
e

with their recommendation for sanction, .
3. The ryots are deeply interested in the immediate repair of the tanks,

which are the only sources of supply of water for their lands, and in seventeen caseg

e
RS

H

¥ “2",“31‘.,}; ' £ . : f o b '
S LT Pt i ¥ Tidatonse I 1 . . . . L : .
x o they have astually sent in applications for permission at once to repair their tanks

themselves at their own cost in the first in;staﬁce. ~ They request that the cost may )
be paid to them by Government after the works have been examined and approved . - - .

by the Officers of the Department Public \\’01~I{§. ~ . o
4. Their request being reasonable, IThave asked the Superintending Engineer ‘
to give the emergent works to the vill.agers themselves where they are \V?lling to
cérry “thetn out according to his estunatos. In. a recent c'onference with the
R E e Superintending Engineer that officer exprossed himself as being willing to hand
10 Siienera | g ';g“.l”f«%{;; 4 I over any work to the villagers who may be ready to undertake its execution; and I
 am thercfore sanguine that these works will be satisfactorily completed. Indeed
there can be little or no doubt but that in the majority of cases repairs to the -
earth-work of tanks, road embankments, and such works as call for no special or :
skilled engineering labour, will bo carried out far more thoroughly and ata chexper -
rate by the villagers on the spot, who are themselves most interested in the com- «
plection and stability of the work than by contractors, whose sole motive and idea

is the screwing the largest possible amount of profit out of the estimate,
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5. Whilc on this subject I beg to place upon record what appears to me to
be a great desideratum of the country and especially in this district.

6. In a dry district like North Arcot, where most of our tanks depend for
their supply upon the periodic rains, it isour duty as well for the protection of tho
intercsts of Government as of those of the ryots to maintain the tanksin thorough
repair. Butour annual grants for tho up-keep of irrization works are notoriously
wholly insufficient to mect the numberless applications for repairs constantly muade
to Reveunue Ofiicers by the ryots,

7.  During the Jamabundi settlement just concluled hardly a village camo

before me without the ryots and village oflicers carnestly bringing to notico tho
various dilapidations of their tanks, and which they said they havo been urging
in vain for successivo years. I know that their complaints are perfectly truo.
Year by year the ryots compluin of the increasing defocts in thoir tank bunds and
sluices, and the settling oflicer is obliged to put them off with vague promises of &
grant of money somo day or other; but he knows that in many cases the repair of
these tanks will never be made simply because other and larger works aro in need
of repair, and all the available money is devoted to them.  Finally, the smaller
tanks, which year by year have been eradually falling into decay, breach under smuo
slightly heavier prossure than usual, and for want of tho repairs that mizht have
saved them.  Works of irrization, possibly of not very great importanco when taken
by themselves, but of the utmost importance to the few ryots who hold land under
them, are swept away, and the estimato for their repairs cannot bo sanctioned, as the
cost at tho prevailing high rates is so large when compared with the r,cvonuc
derived from the cultivable arca under thein,

8. The most superficial observer who travels the country eannot helj being
struck by the g:m\.ora\ appearance of dilapidation and decay that is now pn-smm:l
by the vast majority of the irrigation works, with the safety of which the welfare ot
the people and the prosperity of State are so intimately connected.  "Fhis iy mainly
to be ascribed to the fact that the annual allotments for the maintenance of irriga:
tion works are chicfly swallowed up by the requirements of those works whoso
magnitude and importance are such as to make their demands imperative, and the
small balances that remain when their wants have been attended to isnot ;uﬂ'wicnt
to keep in order even five per cent. of the minor works, and whose need of repair,
however, was every whit as urgent as those of more importance,

( ¢ H 1
. 0. As a matter of course, thevefore, the latter class of works is fast going t2
ruin, and unless early and vigorous measures are adopted to put such tanks in
thorough repair, the inevitable result will be most disastrous,

i 10, The great majority of these tanks are essentially ® fair weather™ works,
'.l hey hold water after a fashion, and year by year some petty oxmﬂ of cultivation
is carried on by their aid; hut owing to the manner in which they have bren
neglected, they are quite unable to stand any severa trial such as that to which
they were subjected by the rainfall on the 2nd May last, and the cousequence is
that on such an oceasion they breach one after thc‘nﬂu-r, carry ruin and devastae
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11. I desire respectfully, but very carnestly, to urge upon Government the
necessity for recognising the magnitude‘of the disaster that has now fallen upon
this district, and which threatens to be Productive of heavy and continued injury
to their own revenuss, as also to the unfortunate ryots whose lands must remain
uncultivated unless, as in the case of a district suffering from a scarcity of grain,
the Government are pleased to make a large special grant-in-aid for the restoration
of all the tanks that lLave been damaged in the late cyclone.

12. Such a course will be only politic in regard to the pecuniary interests
of Government, and be a gracious act of chgrity and justice to the suffering ryots.

13. I am wellaware that, under existing arrangements, the Budget allotments
may not suffice to allow of Government making so large and liberal a grant as that
t special and peculiar emergencies call for special treat-
ment. The Government, in their anxiety to benefit t1.19. mass of tl.le people of this
country, have recently passed an Act, under the provisions of Whlc.h ryots every-
where are encouraged to borrow from the State monies for the repair or construc-

I venture to submit that, when the Government are so

tion of irrigation works. . . : :
willing as to lend funds to agriculturalists desirous of improving their own estates

by borrowed money, the same policy may very wisely and ad'va.ntag.eously be
carried out on a larger scale for the restoration of those valuable 1rr1ga‘.u1on works
on which their own revenue chiefly dep(?nd. I.Woult% suggest the a<.1v1sability of
the Government contracting a loan, having for its object the 1mmed1a:se re}.)air of
irrigation works of every description all over the country, and especlallb‘r in this
district. DBy such an outlay there would wx‘?hout doubt.be a large annual increase
to the. revenue consequent on the extension of cultivation. The tanks once
thoroughly restored would not rgq}xife for years to come the presgnt heav.y annual
allotments for repairs, and the siving thus eﬁ’ected., coupled with the increased
1d more than cover the cost of the loan itself.

for which I now apply; bu

revenue, wou
14. If the execution of the repairs were given to the villagers themselves, 1

am convinced there would be a vast reduction in the rates for material labour, ete.,

and this would again increase the advantages to be derived from the course I now

advocate.

SepurTTep for the orders of Government.

9. The Collector urges the necessity for an immediate grant for the repair
of damage done to irrigation works durin-g the late cyclone. The cultivation
season has begun, and any delay will result in great loss of revenue. Estimates to
the swmount of Rupees 37,300 have already been prepared, and many more are
under preparation and will be ready soon.

3. In seventeen cascs ryots have applied for leave to execute the necessary
repairs themselves on the condition that they shall be paid if the work is good.
The Doard think such undertakings should be freely encouraged.

4. Mr. Whiteside gives a sad account of the general deterioration of tanks
throughOUf the district, and urges that a special grant might be made under the
circumstances, and that even if the money is borrowed the outlay will be remu-

nerative. This is a general subject, and the Board have nothing new to say

regarding 1t

%
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I'vocecdmys of the Madras Government, DPublic Works Department,
30th August 1872.

Traxsrerrep to the Department Public Works.
(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,

Seerelary to Government.

7
1.

- '2nd July 1872.

e

No. 511, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th July 1872,

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of North Areot, to tho
Secretary to the Board of Rovenue, dated Palmanair, 10th July 1872,
No. 313.

Wirn reference to paragraph 1 of my letter No, 302, dated 12th instant, I
Lave the honour to report, for the information of the Board, that etincc that lctter
was drafted, I have received from the Superintending Engincer numt_\,"-nno more
cmergent estimates, amounting in the agaregato to Rupees 67,743, ’l‘h'xq amount,
added to those (Rupees 28,500 and  8,400) shown in my letter above referrved to,
would give a total of Rupees 1,04,618 as the amount up to which cstiinates havo
been up to this time reccived in this office. 148 cmergent estimates, arrregating
Rupoes 92,518, have up to dato-been countersigned by me and returned to the
Superintending Engincer, and there still remain in my office thirty-onc cmergent
estimates, amounting to Rupues 12,130, awaiting information from the taluqs.

N e

Supmirtep to Government in continuation of Board's Procecdings, 19th
July 1872,

e o st 28

M - N . v
FransFernen to the Department Public Works,

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,

Iy 1872, ' )
2dth July . Neerelary lo Gopernmicnls

I'rom the Superintending Fnginee
Government, Public Works 'l)cp;u'tm
No. 1,720,

I nave the honour to report that I b
injured by the eyclone in the North
estimates with the R '

T, o119
.ol vis \
No r, 4th Dividion, to the Seerctary 0

ent, dated Madeas, 21th July 1575,

avo examined several of the works
Arcot District, and gono over nearly all the
ango Olicers, most have been sanctioned by the Collector

e aiine oy v . o
I'ho villagers are generally eagor to commenca work, and T have authorized it in

wany cases some time back, and have Leen sinco borne out by the Collector.

0 . .
2. The total of the estimate for extraordinary damages in North Arcob

nnloﬁlntﬂ,;(:]"]"'t“ﬂtl “;“ yetinformed, to Rupoes 1,935,352, Wo huve also incomplet®
;orks an elits to the au “y ¢
wor 1wunt Of e . . RUPQC!C 3 ,_“9

orinuall .. - .

st thi l '-}-] . " 0og,67T1
goatnst this wo have an allolinent of o
S : vy 135,000
. e st St
L\dancu rf“lllll‘(‘.(l . {n’(;?l

¥

3. T do not think it likely that we shall be all

rorks, b . . ! ‘
these works, but the whole of the people are so anxious to restore their tanks, (46

that probably' Rupees 50,000 in addition to our allotment will Le Lid out.

4. Dutin doing thix I am ‘1“1"“‘3";-‘; Chittoor, I’

Wallajahb, Vellore, aud Polur Taluqgs of ne

almanair, Chendragherrys
arly all maney, and leaving nothing

fur

0 to expend all this money on

f

-

¥

and passed, it does not app

Proceedings of the Madiras Government, Public Works Depariment,
- 30th August 1872.

the repair early next year of damages which are very likely to occur during
the next monsoon.

5. 1 think it will be wise therefore to ask that arrangements may be made
to supplement my allotment in North Arcot by one lakh of Rupees in all.

6. I cannot close this without remarking on the crying necessity for provid-
ine better means than now exist of discharging surplus water. I find that before
I joihed, early in May, estimate for Minor New Works. to the amount of Rupees
52,757 had been sent to the Collector, the allotment being only Rupegs 6,000.

7. I have found on my inspection that many tanks have breached at the
sluices or round the weirs, and have reason to believe that those breaches. are
caused partly by the use made as passages of those 'parts of the ’bank, but princi-
pally are due to the style of these works. The sluices are ger.lerally long tunnels

ithout counterfort or bond of any sort to connect them jmth the bank. The
:;nn«ulahs, masses of masonry, so short that the v'vater must rise to 3 or 4 feet head
on tl:air crests in any unusual rain, a height which produces great pressure at a
part of the tank bank which is naturally weak. .

8. If 12,000 or 15,000 Rupees per annum were granted for L.htl()l' New
Works, I believe we might make many if not all our tanks secure by giving them
long flush escapes, not near the old course of the stream as at presentf, but on the

i ; ground at the extremity of the tank bank, where the natural Sf)ll or a broad
llﬁagxtform of concrete would, with a low head, discharge a very considerable body
ery rapidly.
i W;fer I‘; exz faci—ﬁ'irlls to the sluices would make them much safer, and enable
tho villagers to work them more easily than they can now, as they have for a
great part of the season to swim out to the head.
10. I cannot but think that it would be good economy on the part of Gov-

ament to increase the grant under this head to enable us to put the tanks into
er |

cfficient condition,

No. 513 ORDER THEREON, 30th August 1872, No. 2,073.

In these letters the Superintending
Engineer, 4th Division, and Collector
‘unite in calling on the Government to

lement the Agricultural Repair Allotment of the North Arcot District. The
suppie tes the immediate demands to amount to Rupees 90,000 in excess of the
for.mf:r Staueiment of Rupees 1,35,000, of which he calculates on being able to lay
existing * 0 50,000 in the current official year; but he reckons the ordinary
out RuPeefS th’e r talugs which have not suffered from the storm of 2nd May at
demands o 080 more. From the Collector’s statement of estimates scrutinized
Rupees 59, . car that any want of funds will have been felt up to the

ent time ; but in order to meet calls that may now.be impending, His Excel-

pre” h G(;vernor in Council resolves, in anticipation of that amount being

lency t eil ble under the Resolution of the Government of India in the Public

Ixnvaii Sa]';: pir tment, No., 200—A. L., of 5th July, to increase the allotment of North
0

Arcot District by the sum of Rupees 50,000. - R

IRRIGATION, No. 22.
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Procecdings of the Madras Gocernment, I'ublic 1Works Department,
30th Aucust 1872, ’ '

2, The general improvement of the irrigation works of the district, advocated
both by the Collector dand Superintending Engincer, is a matter to be taken in
hand deliberately in ordinary years, rather than in a year of extraordinary pressure
like tho present. No doubt much future damage will be prevented by better
regulation of the means of discharging surplus water; and the Government aro
glad to find that the Superintending Engincer is alive to tho necessity of paying
attention to this point, which is noticed in tho last paragraph of Memorandum by
the C\ncf. Engincer for Irrigation, printed with G. 0., No. 2,051 of 28th August.
The subject must, however, bo gone into systematically, and Range Officers be
made to ?olv?t th.o works to be successively improved, not arbitrarily, but in the
order which is pt;lnt(zfl out by the nature of the country, Tanksare scldom isolated
works; each,‘ almost invariably, formas a link in o chain, and it is uscless to put the
low:crmost links of such a chain into perfect order, while the higher ones, from
w?uc!x tl’my depend, are in an unsafo condition. Tho rovenue maps of districtd
?"1“ in time enablo the position of cach tank, for which an estimate is sent in, to b0
identified; Lut meanwhile in cach Taluq, Range, Collector’s or Supcrintcnding

& meer’ H [£8) . .
Lngl'm.cr 8 Otlice, the Tank Registers should Lo arranged 50 us to show their relative
position and dependence on cach other.

.3. 'lihe-Gnvernor in Council will be prepared to give the most favourablo
consideration to all applications for funds hacked up 1)5‘ estimates of which he
sl)xall.hm'c assurance that they havo heon prepared with referenco to such detailé:
But it would be premature, he considers, to augment the Minor New Works Agti-
cultural Allotment of.' the North Arcot Diatrict,b\\'ithout such nssu‘r')nt‘(‘ in tho fuco
of the fﬂf‘t recorded in G. O, No. LGT1 of 11th July, that twent ',?t\\;u, er cent. of
l‘}St years !lnot.ment for the I’residoncy was suffered ,to lapse; tl?o shorltcomim! in
North Arcot District being to the extont of one-fifth of it(slz;-!:';re '1‘!;0 rcmarké 0
that Order were specially spplicable to Coloncl Moberly's mr;m;;'cmcnt of the 2ud

Division, and ho should . ' A ,
"District ’this year, ould be carcful that they shall not apply to.the North Arcot

(Truo Extrnct.)

Colonel, R.E

B Sceretary to Government.

To the Superintending En;ineer, 4th Diviaion
.» Controller of I'ublie Works
,»  Doard of Revenue,
o Revenue Department. | ‘
o Acting Clief Eng

Accounts,

tneer for Trrigation,

Exd. T. 0'Connor. ‘ )
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