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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
i 23rd August 1872.

-~

- No. 885. Read the following letter from the Officiating Controller of Public
Works Accounts, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Fort St. George, 9th August 1872, No 1,020:— .

‘*“\/‘M‘Q—M
+ % [
N
.
\
.
. ey
R
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<
.
! .
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TaE completion reports submitted to this office for works executed by Range
Officers are, in certain instances, so unsatisfactory in respect of the certificate
required to be endorsed on them by the Executive Officer that I consider 1t advisable
to submit to Government the expediency of applying the principle contained 1n
paragraph 2 of G. O. No. 43, dated 9th January 1872, to other works also than
those executed from maintenance grants; and of enforcing such other provisions
as would ensure the submission of proper certificates.

2. The completion reports of the exceptional nature referred to are for works
which have been in course of construction during the incumbency of more than
one Range Officer. On the officer who completes the work (a very small portion
of 1t, it may be) devolves the duty of preparing the completion report; and he
can, from the circumstances of the case, only partially certify to the quality of
work, and of the materials expended thereon. .
: ‘3. Ibeg to annex in the margin memorandum of the particulars of a com-
pletion report recently received. The

Section 4 of Grain road from Tripufty Rail- o er at present 1n charge of the range -
way Stgtion via Calastry to Naidoopett erabp 1arg 8

s

"~

. -
e R R ok T o NP e T B

¢

R
e
»

Estimate Rs 69220 certifies to the execution of the work 1n

: gzixtx;l;r;ced ox; ;he 8th November ]é’63. 6%021211(3 a substantial mauner, and of the best

: pleted on the 12th March 1872, materials, only ‘¢ as far as can now be
AN . ascertained.”

4 Tt has also happened that an officer 13 80 circumstanced as to be required

g to grant a certificate for a work completed before Ins assumption of the charge of

the range, in consequence ot the relieved officer being unable to do so from want
of time, or from payments being deferred owing to want of fu\nds or the absence
of contractors As an instance in point I have before me several completion
' reports signed by Captain A. Edgcome, lately 1n charge of the Presidency Range,
who has qualified the prescribed form of certificate by the remark, ¢’ ag far as one

) can judge after complition,” and in

I * Adal’.t“ti"?h‘;f(;{;;hlsf; Illg{:ﬁ;uzldmgsfor reference to one® of the certificates

% Fstimate . . Rs 15,320 writes thus, “I regret that I cannot

‘(—) gz:.menced 28th Apnl 1871 ’('Jomt?étleld?: furfiish a fresh document. This work

{ 7th March 1872 was never seen by me while in progress.

¥ - My only inspection of 1t was afler
%, completion, and therefore I can but grant a qualified certificate ”

. 5. Captain Pennycuick, who assumed charge of the Dindigul Rangeinthemonth
ok - . ) of Apnil last, was able to furnish only ono
] Estxma:.f.e{)awmg- .V‘“’"'P‘ffly Amcf{g 265 comp!etlon report® of several called for
p Cost oo i . ., 265 by this office for works, some of which
] . Commenced, November 1870 Completed, ore completed, and others partially so

March 1572 . prior to lis jounng the range. The
certificate on the report referred to is in entire substitution of the prescribed form,
and is as follows .—1I have inspected this work since its cou:pletlon, and as far as

I can judge ‘1t has been properly executed,”

M W
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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department,
231d August 1872. -

6. Ibeg tosuggest, therefore, with a view to keeping up the chain of responsi- -

bihty that in tuture the officer who gives over charge should furnmish the rehevmg
officer with a statement or certificato in terms of the prescribed form for each work
in course of execution to the extent of expenditure incurred up to the time ¢f
transfer. The relieving officer might be 1ejuired to attach a remark or certificate
below to the effect that he iy satisfied that the information given above, together
with that relating to the uccounts of the range, will enable lum to satisfy all tho
requirements of this othee regaiding cm;pletlon reports. These certificates might
be drawn in triplicate, one being retained in the Range Office, another being
forwarded to tlus office, and the third to the Superintending Engineer for hig
information, together with the usual transfer papers.

7. Tws arrangem:nt, and a strict alherines t> the rules® laid down in the
Public Works Code, will ensure accuracy
atd regularity in the preparation of com-

pletion reports which have such an
important bearing on the accounts of expenditure audited by this office.

* Chapter XIV, Section 3—** Transfer of an
bxecu 1ive Range ™’

No. 388, O=rpEr TREREON, 231d August 1872, No. 2,010.

ESTABLISHMENT, No 29,

l Couneil is of opinion that the course

proposed by the Officiating Controller of
Public Works Accounts, since it wonld entall an 1nspection of every work in the

Range by the Officer about to be relieved immediately before relief, is impracticable,
but that the principle involved in G. O, No 48, dated 9th January 1872, may
with advaitage be extended to all works which the officer about to be relieved
may have inspected during their progress. He accordingly directs that an officer,
on being reheved of hus charge, shall furnish €0 his successor a certificate of
every work inspected to the extent of the expenditure since he took charge of the
work up to the time of such inspection. It will be the duty of the Superintending
Engimeer to scrutinize the transfer certificates and 1nsist on al] works in progress
being inspected in respect of which the circumstances of the transfer and the
exigencies of the service will permit of such inspection,

2 IIis Excellency is of opinion that no practical advantage would result

from the submission of a certificateo by the relieving officer of the description
proposed by the Officiating Controller.

(True Extract.)

~

*

. Colonel, R.E,
Secretary to Guvernment.

¥

To the Offic.ating Controller of Publig Works Accounts
To Superintending Eng.nders. r
»» Major R B. Kennedy.

Exd S T Austm,

His Excellency the Governor in .

-
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