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Proceedings «f the Madras Government, Public Works Depar tment,
22nd August 1872

Ak

Read the following letters ~—

From the Consulting Engincer for Railways, to the Secretary to

Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 2nd August 1872,
. No. 408

WUEN sanction .o the estimates for the Mettapollhium Station was communi-
cated to me, I was instructed by *Govern-
ment to satisfy myself as to whether the
location of the station buildings could not be somewhat altered, 1n order, 1f
possible, to dispense with some portion of the masonry in the foundations and
basements as shown 1n the plan

2 In communicating the sanction to the Agent T according’v requested
that, beyond the preparation of materials, nothing might be done towards the
construction of the bwildings until I had had an opportunity of nspecting their
proposed location, which, as I mentioned, I‘uoped to able to do 1n the course of a
few days in the company of the Chief Engineer.

3 Attherequest of the Agent I Lhave the honour to submit, for the consider-
ation of Government, the correspond-
encce* which passed between us on the
occasion. When it is remembered that
at the date of my first letter to the
Agent I had arranged to accompany
the Chief Engineer over the Neilgherry Branch, and that the proposed location of
the buildings at the Mettapollium Station was examined by us, on the ground,
upon the 24th ultimo, I trust the Government will consider that most of the
rgmarks made by the Chief "Engineer 1n ks letter to the Agent, dated the 18th
idem, were uncalled for and unnecessary

4 The 1esult of my inspection of the Mettapollium Station I have reported
in my letter of this date, No 409.

No 369

* Memorandum No 101, dated 10th July 1872

* Lelter to Agent, No 556, dated 15th July
1872
Trom Agent, No 507, dated 18th July 1872,
with enclosure

To Agent, No 599, dated 20th July 1872

From the Consulting Engineer for Railways, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway
Company, dated Madras, 15th July 1872, No 556

I nave the honour to inform you, with reference to your letter dated the 29th May 1872,
No 365, that the Government of Madras have received intimation by telegram fiom the Govern-
ment of India<o the effect that sanction has been accorded to the estimates for the Mettapollium
Station. '

9. I have received instructions from the Government to satisfy myself, b foie the commence-
ment of the buildings, as to whether 1t would not be possible so to arrange the buildings as to
dispense with some portion of the great height which has been givenin the plans to the foundations
and basemrcntg

3 Ilope tohave an 6pp?rtumty of inspecting the station site in the company of the Chief
Engincer before the end of this menth DBeyond collecting materials, ete » I request that
nothing may be done towards the construction of the buudings for the present

I'rom the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting
. Reulways, dated Madras, 18th July 1872, No 507.

Tas contents of your letter No 556, dated the 15th instant, were duly communicated to the
(bief Lngineer, and I have now the honour to enclose, for submission to Government, a copy of a
letter* received this morning from Mr Anderson,

. _inwhich he explaing the courge adopted wi'h

T e

Engineer for

& No 342, 18th July 1872
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dings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Proceeding 22nd August 1872.

h has attended tho
ference to proposed new woiks on this Railway, and points out the gtoh:y;\hlc
renecrtelt;mn of the plans and estimates relating to the Mettapollium Statio
Ba 'y
" Manage any, dated
Chief Engineer, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Compan;
From the Gle i ’ Madras, 18th July 1872, No 342

Consulting Engineer’s letter No 556 of 15th instant

n this Railway 13 as follows —
T e ador:itedtmtaht:: f(i; C:l}f: ;:ogzziﬁls:io::: av:':rl;il?mnted for the information of the
o o *;D uc;i:ﬁmeer at a Meeting of the Stores Committee. The plans and estimates
e Consulxtlnaéonsrlltxng Engineer, and a full discussion usually takes place as to their
e ixamigirblfa;:o been agreed ;:) at Committee fair copies are made and submitted for the
merits g

sanct;on OIf ﬁG?i’};'::il;; plans for the Mettapollum Station were submitted for discussion at the
n

S C ttee held on the 5th February 1872  ITaving passed through this ordeal, fair copics
tores Commi 3
the 17th February
he information of Government on ‘
e fom(;rdig:ogotthe :&npnl I was requested to attend at the Council Chamber, when, amongst
h ’ attzrs the plan of the Mettapollium Station-house came under discussion, and ccrtau(;
m s
:rtxﬁi;'r alterations were suggestel These were at once agreed to, and on the 23rd May I submitte
2
sed plans and estimates, .
the n: ces;:rv{arse::l:elypnot unreasonable to expect that after ell this eriticism nothing further was
. the work, and yet on the 15th mstant, or more
ected beyond formal sanction to commence
:;1 b: ii?; monthsyfrom the date of the first discussion upon these plans, the Government Consulting
a
rites as follows — ]
Eng"‘]‘e;r}:lve recerved mstructions frcm the Government to gatisfy myself, before the commence
ment of the buildings, as to whether 1t would not be possible so to arrange the buildings as to drs-
o
pense with some portion of the great haaght which has been gwen 1n the plans to the foundation
b ts
™ b‘r‘lsle:zneq to have an opportumty of 1uspecting the station site, in the company of the Chief
Engineer bI;fore the end of this month  Beyond collectt'ng materials, etc, I request that nothing
may be d,one towards the construction of the bmldings for the present
5 It 13 not after this fashior that important public works are succe=sfully carried out,

6 While most freely admitting that the Government have a right to demand the fullest eriti- .

cism of my plans, Isubmit that such eriticism should not be postponed until the ei'ev;nt? ho(xlxr
It was open to the Government Consulting Engincer to have objected to the depth of the foun i;
tions of the Mettapollium Station any time during the past five months, when such objection wou
not have imterfered with the commencement of a work already far too long delayed

From the Consulting Ingineer for Railways, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway
Company, dated Madras, 29th July 1872, No 599

Wiin reference to my letter dated the 15th instant, No 556, I have the honour to inform you
that I had the pleasure of mspecting the Mettapollium Station ground during last week 1n the
Clzef Engincer’s company, and that I am sausfied that no better arrangement of the station
buildings could be made than 1s set forth in the plans T informed Mr Anderson of this at
Connbatore, and I beg that the buildings may be proceeded without further delay

From “the Consulting Engincer for Railways, to the Seeretary to

Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 2nd August
1872, No. 409,

I nave the honour to submit the following observations upon the progress of
the works under construction along the Neilgherry Branch Lme, which I inspected
last week in company with the Chyef Engineer of the Madras Railway C

No. 370

—— -

< 13 almost completed,

4
P
’

I e L

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Py

blic Works Department, -
22nd August 1872,

ras Railway at the bridgze over the Noyel river, which is

the north-east of the junction station at Potha.
nore.  Between Pothanore and the Noyel brid

laid down, so that the traffic on the branch can
of intcrfering with the main line traffie,

3 Between the Noyel bridge and the Coimbatore station the ine 13 almost
finished ; in fact, with the exception of some ballasting and some stone Bitching
where 1t passes through the Coimbatore tank, scarcely any work remains to Lo

Engines for ballasting purposes have frequently passed over this part of
the line, and so fur back as the 13th June His E<cellency the Governor was

conveyed in a special train from Pothanore to 4 temporary platform erected to the
south of the Coimbatore station site

4. Between the Coimbatore and Karamad, stz;tions, a
the earthwork 15 very nearly completed ;| and the rai]
along the whole of tlns part of the line, with

work for which has not yet been received, A
to be done on tins portion,

distanae of 174 miles,
8 are now laid continuously
gaps at the girder bridges, the 1ron
good deal of ballasting st1ll remains

5 Fiom the Karamad; station to the terminus at Mettapolhum, a distance of
4% mles, the work 19 not 8o far advanced The line here passes over a sharply
undulating country, presenting a succession of small ridges at right angles to its
general direction, and rendeting
and embankments In the cuttings there is generally a fair
bz removed  The work 13 however making good progress al
portion of the branch,

6. The condition of the |
to be as fullows —

At 3 miles 29 chains —Two 64 fect girder openings
two abutments and of tho pier is completed, and realy to receive the girders,
At 5 miles 68 ¢haing —Four 61 feet ou

TLe masonry of the
twvo nbutments 15 completed. Iy this bridge the prers are to consist of screw piles.
This work had Just been begun at t

he time of my visit, and great difficulty wag
experienced in getting the piles down to the required depth,

At 6 mules 46 ¢hains —Three’ 30 fect grirder opemings. The masonry of the
two abutments is completed. In this bridge also the piers were intended to consist
of screw piles, but ths difficulty experienced 1n gct(‘.lg the piles down hag been
uuexpectedly great, and it is now proposed to substitute masonry pic
of which will be less than that of the piles,

At 10 males 11 chains —Two 64 feet girder openings,
abutments is completed. The pier is in progress

At 11 miles 7 chains—Four 64 feet girder openings
bndge 13 almostecompleted,

A 12 miles 3 chuns —Two 64 feet girder openings,
bridge 13 almost completed

At 19 miles 4 chains —Four G4 feet girder openings. W
one pier, wlich has not risen mucl, above the river bed, ths ma

ong the whole of this

arger bridges on the line, seven in number, I found

The masonry of tle

rs, the cost
The masonry of tho -
The masonry in thg

The masonry in th;s

L d

ith the exception of
sonry in this bridge

s o e b sk il i

P T



Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Public Works Depa:tmeant,
22nd Augut 18372, .

7 Most of the minor bridges are well advanced  On the south se(.:tion most
of them are fimshed, and ready to receive the girders. On the north scction, owmn g
t» the greater height of the embankments, most of the small bridges are designed
with arches, and have made very fair progress The most backwaid masonry
works on the line are two 12 feet arches within a mile of the terminus at Metta-
pollium.  Of these, one had not been conmenced at the time of my visit and the
foundations of the other had not been laid.

8 The work at the Coumbatore station has not yet made much progress.
Sanction was only recewved at the end of June. 'The platform waul 13 however
nealy finished, and the foundatious of both station-house and goods shed have
been excavated and the masonry commenced

The Tudialoor station is finished.

The Karamadi station is also finished with the exception of some of the
watenng arraugements,

The Mettapollium station had been sanctioned only a few days bcfore my
visit, and beyond collecting some of the material nothing had there been done.
In accordance with the iustructions
which I received from Government,® I
made a special examination of the arrangement proposed for the buildings in this
stationy with a view to decide whether by any alteration in their location it would
be possible to dispense with some portion of the foundations and basements ag
shown in the plan. In my opinion every possible advantage has been taken of the
natural features within the station enclosure, and no better arrangement of the
buldings can be made than is proposed 1n the sanctioned plans  No part of the
bmldings will stand upon made-ground ; the station house will be placed where
the rails lie on the surface, and the goods shed will be 1n a slight cutting

9. Sofar as I could sce, nothing Las yet been. done towards the congtruction
of the short approaches required to the Tudialoor, Karamadi, and Mettapolhum
statiors It would be well that these short connecting roads should be const: ucted
before tLe opening of the bianch At the Mettapolhum station it seemed to me
that the proposed line of the approach might be considerably improved upon, a:.d
I hope to address Government on this point 1n a few days

10. Aloe fences have been already planted along the greater part of the line,
and they seem to be for the most part in a thriving state. In some places, where
the surface 1s black cotton soil, the mound on which the aloes are planted has been
placed too near the trench from which the soil 15 taken ; and, as the result of thus,
I ncticed that the mound has been often cariied back by the rain into the trench,

11. In general the work along the whole of this line is very good, and does
great credit to the Resident Engineer, Mr Scott, and his Assistant, Mr French,
The masonry in particular 13 of an admirable quality, both 1n the bridges and in
the stations

12.  The opening of the line to public traffiec must depend almost entirely upon
the date when the girders are received from England It 1s far fiom hikely that
they will be recerved much before the end of the year, and by that tiine the whole
of the Lridges along the Line will be ready to 1eceive them. The Coimbatore

Station will probably be finished by the end of the year, and the Mcttapollium
statioa soon afterwards. A

* Memorandum No 101, dated 10th July 1872

- ~w~\-~—~_‘_‘ — R
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- A Semy,

Proceedings of the Madrgs Government, Pupl; -

¢ Works Depar;
22nd August 1879, pariment,

No, 371, OrpEr THEREON, 22nd August 1872, No. 2,002,

RAILWAY, No. ¢1,

. TrE Governor in Couneil hag
received with satisfaction the Consulting

. ) Engineer’s
d T ) g report on the good
made with the I\exlgherry Branch Rallway and the thoroughly satisf'gactorﬁrx?ftrzrs:

.I'y.

. ourse be made of the found ti y
laid down for the bridge at 5 miles 68 chains and 6 miles 48 Cha;l;OHS Frentually

(True Extract.)

Colonel, RE,,

Secretary to Government,

To the Contulting Eogineér for Railniys: ‘

Ezd. 8. T. Austin,
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