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DProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
"6rh January 1872. : {

Read the fullowing papers :—

Y

No. 37. From the Supeﬁntending Engineer, 8th Division, to the Chiéf Engi-
neer for Irrigation, dated Madura, 9th November 1871, No. 2,926.

I ravE the honour ti forward the accompanying statements of irrigation and

:‘ ‘ rainfull for the ycars 1869-70 and 1870-71, as rcceived from the Collectors of
» Madura and Tinnevelly, who state that they have been prepared in conformity
N : with the instructions conveyed in your letter to my address, No. 152, dated 11th

August last, which was duly communicated to the Collectors.

2. I have to obscrve that the several columns of the above statements have
been filled up correctly, as far as I am ableto judge, from the annual accounts
rendered by the Village Curnums, and subsequently scrutinized by the responsible
talook officials. . .

3. The form prescribed in G. O., Na. 3,026, dated 15th September 1869, for
the statcment in question, appears to me to have been prepared with great care and
forethought, and as the statements now submitted were prepared in conformity
with that form, and were forwarded to this office prior to the receipt of your

- circular memorandum, No. 87, dated 17th ultimo, I do not consider that it is quite
fair to the Revenue Department to return the statements again to the Collectors
in order to, give effect to the instryctions contained in your ecirenlar, inasmuch
as the new and extra task required of the Revenue Department to ascertain acey-

' rately what extent of the uncultivated areu is culturable, will no doubt be treated

by that department as a hardship, and will probablv lead to their ‘Tequesting

- additional aid to enable them to accomplish the result required, or possibly to

their stating their inability to supply such information at all.

4. Tt is stated in your circular, as a reason for the change advocated by you,
that in column 2 of the statements for certain districts the culluralie area iy -
entered in lieu of the total area, as expressly called for in the form ordered by the
Supreme Government. It appears to me, therefore, that if uniformity be desirab]e,
83 no doubt it i3, that uniformity can be best gained by adhering to the instruc-

‘ tions of Government rather than by bodily departing from them.
:-,, .9 As rcgards the statement that * the culturable area in each talook is
constantly varying,” thisis an opinion to which perhaps few will subscribe. Except
rock and seashore there is perhaps no land whatever ths}t cannot be cultivated
under certain conditions. In one district *the bed of a river is cuﬂtivated. But
because the bed of a similar river in another district does not happen to be culti-
vated, it does not follow that that bed is not culturable. In like ‘mannuer, in one
talook an enterprising planter cuts down jungle and cultivates coffee, tea, pepper,
cardamuns or what not, And, although similar land in the same talook may not
be cultivated, it surely does not follow that that land is not culturable.
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<y On the contrary, it appears to me that the culturable area does not vary, byt
‘ that the area cultivated, dependent as it is on so many varying circumstances,
. must always be a varving quantity. .
"7, 6. Under the ahove circumstances I request that you will be so good, shoulq

- younot be satisfied with the cxplanation herein offered for my retaining the form
nrdgred by Government, as to lav the matter before them with g view of furthey °
i distinet instructious being issied to this department as to what is to be under
i ' stood by the term culturible lund.’ -
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Proceedings of 1ha ap 2 e 9
eejd“'g" of the Madras Government, Public Works Departinent,.
Mﬁlh January 1872.
No. 374, No. 198, )

Note by the Acting Chicf Engincer Jor Irrigation,

NO. 2926 d'( » . . .
the 8th Divisjon submit’:s Stz;te tted 9th November, the Superintending Enginecr of

and 1870.71 ip e dius u‘lents of irrigation and rainfall for the years 1869-70

2 requisition from th;smf;ts of Madura and Tinnevelly, and takes exception to
s offic . . 7

Tepresent the culturay m-;: that the entries in column 2 of the statement should

9 1n each talook, and not the area of the talook itself.
. Column 2

) of the st.
e o , 1e statement forwarde
acres’ and columnp g ¢

Wirn letter

d by the Supreme Government is
80me of the districts f1,q an cultivated area.in a:cres.’. In the returns fro.m
those from others the ¢yly . lalea of-the-talooks is given in coll.xmn’ 2, and in
Paration of gl atome rlrab e arca is given; to.ensure uniformity in the pre-
the culturablo areq in o 18 1e ‘Supcrmtendmg Englneer.s were reguested to enter
the culturalle aten 5o 0 ul‘nn 2, and p-refcrcnce was gwen.to this entry because
encroachment * 18 constantly varying by the reclamation of swamps or by

8 0n jungle, etc, and a comparison between the culturable area and

',ctu' - . .y - - » -
the o zetually cultiy ated frum time to time affurds an idea of the material progress
Hnprovement of o O

_cultn'atidu i3 not ine
I3 Improyiy g more ra
caltivation 3

' aton in, and ¢}
Portions of a dist;iet

the area

talooks or districts, or indicates at a glance where the
reasing, and -leads to enquiry why one portion of a district
pidly than another, and what may be done to stimulate the
16 improvement of, the more backward or lesg prosperous

3. Nothi - . '
* nne cay ¢ a compariso g M
and g 1 be learnt from parison between the cultivated aren

the whole area of one talook with the cultivated
another talook

area and whole areg of
, because the circumstances of the various talooks differ very mate

rally; toh"e talook may be very hilly.and the ])I‘f)p()r‘tion of culturible area to the
. e talook be very small, whilathe cultivated arca may bear a large pr
{)(;)(;:;(H‘ft’) the culturable area, affd hence but little increase of cultivation ;?na)[: l;:
ot ol:, thougli on a comparison of t';he arca cultivated with the tot,] area of
not 1:@;)1‘1) " the tu!ook may appear to be 1n a very backward condition when it is

. ¥ 80, while another talook may have alarge culturable are
With the arca of the talook and a comparatively small cultiv
culturable area, though the former would bear
the talooks than in the case of the lilly talook adverted to above and |
dedlfction drawn from a comparison of the conditions of the two t’alooksl‘;-:']g: attlly
entries given in columns 2 and 3 of the statement would prove to be erroneouls 10
. 4_‘ It would perhaps be well to introduce another column into the stat . t
1n which the arca of tho talook should be given. T

5. "With reference to p

ap.pear to be aware that the st
alike, inasmuch g5 t!

a compared
ated arca to the
a larger proportion to tle area of

~

aragraph 3 of Colonel Roberts’ letter, he dues not
atements submitted by him have not been prepared

the areas of o talo“;{mltl‘le.ﬂ in column 2 of the Tinnevelly statements contain

3, while colupm 2 of the Madura statements contains the
culturable® area only, the total area of
the district as given by the Revenue

Board bLeing 5,186,560 acres and the
As the

0
* 1,399,453 acres.

Xo. 3,973, 1511 Scptember 1871.

culturable arca 1,402,202 acres.

——

] tment,
~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public IVorks Depar
6/ January 1872, ° -

k]

L nenm——

‘ 1 ove
ven in the Board’s Proceedings quot(.ed zb ,
Ity in affording the information requiréd.
rect in his statements

culturable area of all districts is g
the Collectors would have no difficu

6. Though in the abstract Colonel Roberts may 'De1 tiflf;; o of a district,
in paragraph 5, relative to what should be termed the cu e ety to slter o
and th:t that area canuot vary, thero appears to. bel n Prociionad, » 4 which
definition of culturable land as it is und _§t00d in thns
does not include barren, jungle, and swampvlanI?’S-F OAKES, Captain RE,
' .U' B Ve . ) . R
Fonr 5. (hios (Signed) ¢ Acting Chief Engincer for Irrigation.

93rd November 1871. ‘

ORDER THEREON, Gth ];ahuai'y 1872, No. 19.

No. 38. Tue G overnment approve ?f the
’ N 6 \ N tion of an extra column in the
\ IRRIGAUON, il introdue e ment of irrigation and

ative state
comp ¢ culturable’ will be added fo

s’ while
f the talooks f the statement.

he 3rd }i‘zOhmm 0
act.)

rainfall to be hecaded ¢ areas ©

» ¢grea in acres’ to what will now be t
(True Extr

~

i

{

~ t
}

, !

. _ Ay, Joint

Captain, R.E,

S ey e AR oy g
L 5%

‘Secretary to Government.

To Superintending Enginecrs. o | X
To the Acting Chief Engincer for Irrigation.
Revenue Department.
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