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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Woils Department,
13th dugust 1872. . . .

-
w3

. Read the following papers —

No 221, From the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the Chief Engi-
neer f?r Irrigation, dated Virdachellum, 18th July 1872, No. 89.

In reply to your letter of the 25th June, No. 111, I have the honour to
inform you that Surveyor Walter and full complement of lascars were employed on
the investigation of the Culveroyen Tank project from the end of December up to
Mavch last. The amount paid was Rupees 406-12-11, of ;which Rupees 237-5-7
were paid in 1871-72, and the balance, Rupees 169-7-4, in the current official
year. .

2 Surveyor Ramasawmy Row with a Draughtsman and six lascars are
engaged in the investigation of the Pullagacherry project from May last, and their
°  pay will be disbursed from the amount

1 Surveyor .. . L. IROSO sanctioned in G. O No 1,279 of the
1 Draughtsman e« . .. B0 14th May 1872. This establishment is
6 Lascars . . . .

hikely to be required throughout the
current calendar year, The Surveyor 1s only paid 60 Rupees a month at present.

3. Surveyor Walter and lascars have been engaged since the 23rd of May
on the storage project in connection with the Pelandorai Anicut Their services

! - may be required for six months from

) ’ + %8 that date. The pay of this establishment
i Surveyor ... ee T e 100
6 Lascars e e eee ... 36 1is being charged (from 23rd of May)

* to the amount sanctioned for storage

(Rupees 20,730). All other survey charges have been met from the amounts
~sanctioned for Survey Establishment. ’ -

l -
’ No. 131.
No. 221 A, Note by the Acting Cluef Engineer for Irrigation

Ox the 4th April the Acting Superintending Engineer of the 5th Division
submitted a statement of establishments
required for the investigation of projects
in 1872-73. These were the Culveroyen and Pullagacherty Anicut projects;
relative to the former Captain Vertue had reported in general termrs in January
last, but he had given no idea of the
area of land likely to be brought under
cultivation, or to be under the command of the p:uposed reservoir, or of the
quantity of water likely to be stored, while in the list of estabhshmel.lt, stated to
be required for the investigation of the project, the grounds for supposing that the
pﬁgect would be undertaken from Loan Funds were that the project was hkely
to be a large one, As these grounds were insuffivient, and as Colonel Foord, who
- has known the district for years, returned to the 5th Division early in April, he
was called upon to afford more detailed information relative to the proposed
) Culveroyen Reservoir project From

No. 57, 1st June. his report it appeared that the Reservoir

was to be formed by an embankment 40 feet high; that it was to cover an area

No 5.

In G O. No. 345 of 5th February.
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of 10 square miles, and to have a mean depth of 24 feet of water init. As the
drainage area of the basin proved to be only 75 square miles, it was probable that
. the tank, which would contain about 240 millions of cubic yards of water, would
oaly fill in exceptional years when the rain-fall amounted to €0 inches, and that,
if the works cost only five lakhs, from 1,500 cubic yards of water in bad years to
about 9,600 in good years would be stored per rupee, and as the channel from
tke Reservoir to the Ponnair would cross all the drainage of the country, and
would, therefore, huve been costly, the Superintending Engineer was informed that
a project for the Culveroyen Réservoir need not be investigated. Colonel Foord's
opinion relative to the inadvisability of conducting investigations relative to this
project, I may mention, accorded with mine, and is expressed as follows :—
¢¢ Captain Vertue’s statement that the cost is likely to be several lakhs of rupees,
in my opinion practically condemns the project.”

2. It appears that Captain Vertue in December appointed a Surveyor of the

name of Walter, whom Colonel Foord
describes as ‘an inexperienced youth,?
to survey the site of the reservoir. The Surveyor was attacked by fever and was
unable to complete the contour of the reservoir.

Paragraph 2 of No. 57, 1st June.

3. Mr. Walter’s salary® and that of his establishment from December 1871
to the 31st March 1872 appears to have
amotnted to Rupees 406-12-11, of which
Rapees 237.5.7 were paid in 1871-72
and Rupees 169-7-4 in the current official
year, the amount having been disbursed
by ordert of Captain Vertue fromn a sum

of Rupees 20,000 and odd allowed in
the Pelandorai Anicut project for the storage of water.

4 The amount of Rupees 406-12-11 cannot be charged to the Pelandorai
project with which the Culveroyen Reservoir has nothing to do. Mr. Walter and
his establishment have been employed from the 23rd May in surveys relative to
the storage project in connection with the Pelandorai Anicut project, the
maturing of which was directed in G. O. No. 842, dated 26th March 1872. This
establishment, the cost of which will
amount to Rupees 816, should not be

charged to the sum provided for storage, but from Loan Funds from which the
project is being executed.

* Rupecs 100
No 89, 18th July. )

+ See paragraph 5 of Colonel Foord's letter
No 57, 1st June

136 X 6 =816
L ]

OoTtacaMunp,
29th July 1872.

(Signed)  R. F. OAKES, Captain, RE,

Acting Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

No. 222. O=rpER THEREON, 13th August 1872, No. 1,925.

. TRE Governor in Council regrets
to find from the papers recorded at the
. head of these Proceedings that a sum of

Rupees 406-12-11 has been expended uselessly in making investigations relative to

IRRIGATION, No. 10.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
13th August 1872.

the Culveroyen project, which both the Superintending Engineer and the Acting
Chief Engineer for Irrigation condemn, apparently on good grounds.

2. These investigations sppear to have been undertaken, without any sanc-
tion from higher authority, under the orders of Captain Vertue, who appears to
have directed that the charges incurred should be defrayed from an allotment for
the Pelandorai project, with which the investigations have nothing whatever to do.
The amount expended cannot be debited to the Pelandorai project, but, before
determining how the amount is to be charged, the Government resolve to call upon
Captain Vertue for explanation relative to the commencement of the investigation
before the sanction of the requisite establishment had been obtained, and to the
charge of the cost of the establishment to the Pelandorai project.

3. The Government sanction Rupees 816 for the establishment for the investi-
gation of the project for storage in connection with the Pelandorai project from
the allotment from Loan Funds, sanctioned by the Government of India in paragraph
4 of therr letter recorded in G. O. No. 935, dated 9th April 1872.

('True Extract.)

Captain, R.E.,

Acting Joint Secrelary o Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division
To Captain J. Vertue,
To the Acting Chief Engineer for Irrigation
Controller of Public Works Accounts T

s

Exd 8. 7T. Austin,
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