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Proceedings of the Madras Govemment Public Worlks l)eparlmmt 1
| MWJP szf_l*urrmt 1872. g PusLic Works DEPARTMENT,
No 177, OrpEr THEREON, 10th August 1872, No. 1,899. No. 178 Ooracasuxp, 10tk August 1872.
0. 178.
OrpEReD that these paperS be ) ‘
RAILWAY, No 26. | .
l 0 forwarded to the Government of India. ) ! No. 1,900.
‘ To
(Here enter No 1,900, dated 10th August 1872.) ‘} Tue SECRETARY T0 THE G OVERNBIENT or INDIA,
(Trug Extract.) & PubLic WoRrks, DEPARTMENT.
‘ Sir,—In continuation of my letters
. RAILWAY, No 27. Nos. 1,228 and 1,322, dated the 14th
. e . Colonel, R I ; May 1872, I am directed by His Excel-
TN ' ‘ lency the Governor in Council to submit, for the consideration of the Government
. Secretary to Government, j 1 of India, the accompanying letter from the Consulting Engineer for Railways in

T o T which Lieutenant-Colonel Shaw-Stewart urges the necessity for speedily settling
the question regarding the gauge which is to be adopted on the main line of the
Great Southern of India Railway.

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council fully concurs in the views
expressed in the despatch from the Government of India to the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State for India, dated 13th July 1871, No. 71-R., namely, that the
conversion of the Great Southern of India line between Erode and Negapatam
must be regarded as inevitable sooner or later, and might be most advantageously
undertaken at once. It was under this conviction that the definitive orders of the
Government of India on this subject were solicited in my letter No. 1,228, dated
14th May 1872, and I am now directed to urge, in addition to the grounds already
brought forward, that to save further delay on renewals which will eventually be
. thrown away, as well as to obviate the extra expense that will‘certainly be entailed

by the necessity for working a line of mixed gauge, permission be granted for the
early conversion of the existing line to the narrow gauge, and that such permission
J may be conveyed by telegram.

3. On its receipt the requisite estimates now awaiting a decision on the
- question will be submitted for the approval and sanction of the Government of
India.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R E,

Secretary to Government.

Exd E C. Shunker.
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