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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
i 25th July 1872.

4

I/ . .
No. &6‘5 . Readthe followin g letter from the Officiating Superintending Engineer,
7th Division, to the Secretary to Goveinment, Public Works Department,
dated Camp at Ootacamund, 3rd July 1872, No. 68 —

Wirn reference to G O. No. 1,569 of 28th June 1872, I have the honour
to report that funds not being available to cover the cost of the convicts located
in the Jail at the Lawrence Asylums, I have been compelled to request the
Inspector-General of Jails to arrange for their immediate removal, and have
recommended, as the convicts are all well acclimatized, able-bodied men, they be
transferred at once to the Ootacamund Jail, where there 13 ample accommodation
for them, and they can be most usefully employed op the reclamation woik ; the
number of convicts at present engaged thereon being a mere drop in the ocean
of work that remains still to be completed of this project.

9. In order to prevent any rise 1n the labour rates at the Lawrence
Asylums, which 1f not guarded agawnst will inevitably take place, I beg to
recommend that the detachment of Sappers and Miners’ strength as per

margin, at present employed 1n different

; %‘lbaﬁiﬂ' S localities on the Hills, be increased to a
avildar v -

3 Naigues full Company, with its head-quarters

1 Bugler fixed at the Lawrence Asylums, where

52 Privates . >
sufficicnt and commodious quarters are

available for them Should Government approve of my suggestion, I respectfully
beg that s Excellency the Commander-in-Chief may be moved to 1ssue instrue-
tions to the Commandant of Sappers and Miners to complete the detachment on the
ILlls to the strength above noted, which, I understand, the Commandant of
Sappers and Miners 1s anxious should be done.

3 1 deem it necessary to note that the Range Officer informs me, while not
' being able to provide work for the convicts at the Lawrence Asylum works he

can easily do so for the Sappers now ashed for, since he can employ them not only
_at those works but on others in the vicimity to which convicts cannot be detached.

4t
No. 410 OrpER THEREON, 25th July 1872, No. 1,776.

In preferring the request made in
bis letter No. 68 of 8th July, the
Superintending Engineer of the 7th Divi-
s1on has entirely overlooked the stipulations of G. O, No. 1,302, of 19th September
1871, which expressly Limited the supply of ¢onvict labour in aid of the Munier-
pahty of Ootacamund for good and sufficient rcasons laid down in the Minutes

printed with that order.

MILITARY WORKS, No. 9.

9. The Government however approve of the removal of the convicts from
the Lawrence Asylum works as soon as the Inspector-General of Jails can provide
accommodation for them elsewhere, and apphcation will be made in the Military
Depar tment to Ilis Excellency the Commander in-Chief to permit the Command
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& * '

ant of Sappers to make up the strength of the detachments now on the Ihils to a

full Company, 1ts'head-quarters bewng at the Lawrence Asylums, and detachments
worked where required, as now.
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(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E,

Seccretary to Gorernment.
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To the Officrating Superintending Lngineer, 7th Division.
,»» dJudicial Department.
, Miltary do |
» Contioller of Public Works Accounts
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