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Proceedings qf the Madras (Jovernment Public W orzis Department, {

: 6th July 1872..

. Read the followmo‘ letter from the Consulting Engineer for Rallways,
to the Secretary to Government, Pubhc Works Department dated

Madras, 20th.June 1872, No. 314 :—

I mave the honour to enclose, for the .orders of Government, a letter from

Captain Ross Thompson, Officiating Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways, in
wlnch be explams that the furlough granted to him in the Fors S George
Gazette* of the 12th April 1870 expired
* Page 429. .~~~ onthe 16th April 1872, but that he was

not ab]e to retgrn to duty at Madras until the- 27th May 1872,

No. 135.
o

2. Captain Thompson in hls letter explams that the delay was caused by
"circumstances over which he had no control; that he took his passage in the -
S. S. Scindia, which was advertised to leave Envland in the first week of March:

and which, under ordinary circumstances, would have brought him to Madrag
within the period of his furlough ; but that owing to delay in her departure and
subsequent accidents, she did ot~ reach Madras till the 27th wultimo. Captain
Thompson, therefore, requests that the Gorernment will sanction the disbursement
. to him of his salary, at furlough rates, for the period (one month and eleven days)
daoring which he was unwillingly and unav01dab1y abscnt from duty ‘

3. The circumstances in Captain Thompson’s case are almost precxsely the
same as in the case of Mr. St. John, Renldent Engineer on the Great Southern

of India Railway, who returned to Indiai m the same vessel, and whose application
for salary durmrr the period of his

enforced absence I forwarded to yout

+ With letter No, 803.
-on the 12th instant.

" 4, Under the special circumstances of the case, I trust that the Government
will sce fit to sanction the dlsbursement of salary for which Captain Thompson

has apphed

From Captain ROSS THOMPSON, R. E,, OHiciating Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways,
to the Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 20th June 1872.

I mave the honour to forward herewith an abstract for my furlough pay as Executive Engineer,
3rd grade, from the 16th of April to 27th of May 1872. . ‘
* 2. My furlough expired on the 16th of Apnl last, but I was nna.ble to report my return to _
duty at Madras until the 27th of May. As, however, I was prevented from doing 8o by circum-
stauces over which I had no control, I trust you will be good enough to request the Madras -
" Government to sanction my furlough pay being disbursed to me for the time I was so nnwxllmgly

and unavoxdably absent
3. Early in February last I secured my passage in the S. 8. Scindia for Madras viG the

Suez Canal ; she was then advertised to sail in the first week jn March, and no change being made

in the advertisement, I went to London to embark. I then found that she would not sail until

the 10th March, after which her date of sailing was put off repeatedly, namely, until the 12th, 14th, o

16th, 18th, 20th, and 22nd, and finally she saxled on the 24th March Then commenced 3 series

‘of disasters, namely, —
29th March.~Heavy gale in Bay of Blscay Engmes broke down; obhged foreturn to  * -

~ England.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ; 1
6th July 1872. Do
)
3lst March.— Arrived at Plymouth, engines under repair. e
4th April.~Engines repaired, left Plymouth. ? ;
%L ,, Lay to in the Bay of Biscay during a heavy gale. , - i ‘
11¢4 -, Engines again broke down. [}
20th ,, * Arrived at Port Said, engincs repaired. : ‘ ,’
23rd ,, Arrived at Suez, further repairs to engines necessary. ‘ i
24th |, Left Suez. ‘ . ;;
28th ,, The engines again broke down in the Red Sea. - : j
20th ,, Engines repaired. . . 4
2nd May.—Ran aground on sand-banks ia the Red Sea off tho African coast. )
4k, Ship floated again. . }
5th ,, Arrived at Aden, when engincs underwent further repairs. \
8th ,, Left Aden. ) . {‘
14tk ,,  Engines again broke down in the Indian Ocean. A
24th Lost a man overboard, all efforts to save him unsuccessful. A
27th ,,  Arrived at Madras and repurted my return to duty. 3
L ":
No. 136. Ozper TaEREON, 6th July 1872, No. 1,636. |
‘ , Uxpzr the explanation afforded by |
RAILWAY, No. 31. ‘| Captain Ross Thompson of the circum- |
: stances which prevented his return to -
duty on the expiration of his farlough, Ilis Excellency the Governor mﬂ? c;uonfcgl 8 i
. i t
pleased to authorize the Controller of Pubhc. Works ];A(f];ounlt; ;3; pass to tha cer | .
furlough rates of salary from the 16th April to 27th May . < } }d
. (True Extract.) I
i
!
Colonel, R.E., ,
Secretary to Government. ?
’ v ’ +
¥ ,3 v
|
To the Controller of Public Works Accounts, with one enclosure. {
,» Consulting Engineer for Railways. ’ ;

Exd. 8. T, Austin.
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