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'N_}‘roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2 2nd July 1872. ' ‘ )

Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 8rd
Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department
dated Bellary, 7th May 1872, No, 323 :— . ’
Ox 2nd August, 1871, a petition was received, purporting to be signed by one
Ramanah, bringing certain charges against Mr. Prout, at that time Overseer of the
Ramalkottah Taluq in the Kurnool District. . The charges were that, with the aid
and assistance‘of Saben Sahib and Shaik Ahrped, two Maistries on the Ghooty and
Kurnool Road, he was in the habit of making the coolies come in Iong distances
for the pay due to them; of then delaying for some days to pay them; of prepar- .
ing false nominal.rolls, and inserting names of parties who were not employed ; of
only giving part payment instead of what was really due; of paying the people at IA

No. 46.

night and not having proper witnesses present, but always having the abovenamed :* -

two men, etc., ete. On the 7thidem, another and similar petition from coolies on
the Ghooty Road was received from the Collector of Kurnool, with an endorsement
on a letter to him from his Assistant, Both of these petitions were transmitted to
Mr. Supervisor Hayes, at that time in charge of the Kur.nool Range, for inquiry
and full report, and with instructions to submit any explanation Mr. Prout might

have to offer. = . ‘ |
9. The course adopted by Mr. Hayes to carry out his inquiry seems to me to

have been an extraordinary one, and likely to frustrate the obtaining proper infor-
The first pet‘ition appears to have bee. received by Mr. ITayes at Kurnool
Icstead of at once sending for Ramanah aund then commencing

the inquiry by asking if he had submitted the petition in question, Mr, Hayes, on .
the 5th idem, sent the petition with a docket, No. 246, to Mr. P’rout, who was also
on that day in Kurnool, calling on him to submit explanation on all the points

mentioned, and informing him that the inquiry would commence after the i’ecgipt

of Mr. Prout’s reply. - : ' )

" 3. As far as can bo seen from the papers sent to this office, Mr. Prout took
o notice of the above docket until the 28th idem, when, without furnishing any
explanation, he submitted a docket, No. 78, begging to know if Ramanah had himself
livered the petition to the Superintending Engincer or by letter

in person de . _ |
acknowledged the authorship, as, on comparing the signature on the petition with
others in his offico records, a vast difference was discovered. He then states he

submitan explanation, and would have supplied it earlier had

was quite prepared to .
intimated that he had sent for Ramanah, and, further, that he

not the Range Officer 1
knew it to be a mere trumpery complaint.” It was not till the 4th September _

that Mr. Prout submitted his explanation. I cannot agree with Mr. Prout that it
complaint, and the statement that a reply would have been
ange Officer intimated that he had sent for Ramanah is
Hayes in paragraph 5 of his letter, No. 239, of 4th
Mcr. Prout brought to my notice that the signature
of the said (Ramanah) petitioner was -
far different to those attached to docu-
ments in bis office, and which he
produced ; on this I gave the petitioner
onclusion. that can be drawn is thas

mation.
on 4th August 1871

was & mere trumpery
gent earlicr had not the R
differont from that given by Mr.
October 1871,' in which he states *f

ent of Mr. ITayes is now I find to be *

i tatem
The Ilayes’ docket is dated 7th

incorrcct, as Mr.
August 1571 .
° (Sizmed)  A. S. Mosery.

not.ice to attend.” From this the only c
!:‘
[
;

-,
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docket, No. 78 of 2811, August,
4. The detentio ’ '
. t by Mr. Prout of thi iti
o . ]ls }
as stated before, making any attempt to suly p'Ltmmn o over threo ek without,
! it an explanation, ;

y If On 5th Augn.t, 1871, with docket No 04?1 l!‘l;hoh, 18 very suspicious.
.',".1 rout for explaunation a petition from coclies o‘n:hp,l" ; Hﬂ)'es Shomitted to
;}nularr to the one fnrmxrhed to the Assistant Collector ‘a \1‘1“';0'0] e oty Toud,
Mr: ay:zs on Olh'August. The complaint in t]j4 pet’it'm it rarded to |

} alstry ..Subcn S‘ulub were In tho habit of Preparing falge :"" ‘.“15 i M. Prout and
t’no Q(”Jm's’ ele., their full ire, and of yoos 'i”: . 10mingal ro”s;o{notpznying :
Kuroool tostect por & L OrEYIng them by mukine them wo d :
g ) paying them at thejr villages, To s it sent el
- No. 6~'.°f: I,ch August 1871, and on the 20th idncm M 0I oo Lroutrent repy ‘
culls, Ms inquivgs Lo o) . Ar. Hayes commenced, what he
| . cneo taken this day scems to have b ton ;
Maistry Sublen Salib, and further inquiry was the t o unt] e borition from |
. s then pos i 3 |
ber, on which day and on 2nd-and 4rd Octaber the - P?"‘"d ot S e
. ) : : cxaminat] abe ib was |
continued, and that of Colear Iyvana wag taken, Mo, II “t‘]‘m ot e 2
. . v : + ar dayes do : o
made any inquirics from any of the partics wl )1 incd, amd when Maistny ;
e any ingnirice from an . €4 who complained, and when Maistry
n Sahib wishe g M:me -mfurmatxon aguinst Mr. Prout, he (Mr. Ifayes)
declined toreceive it, and says “ this, of course, I could not do at the time;” why, T :
cannot understand, as it was his duty to obtain all information that was procurable.
6. On the {th October, Mr. Iayes submitted lctter No. 239 with the
abovementioned documents, and one from Ramarah, denying the authorship of
No, 1 I)(ft{tion, which must, thercfore, -bo considered as anonymous. On being :
shown also to Mr. Fraser, that gentleman said he could certify from his own
knowledgo that a great deal of what was stated therein was false. I was at this |
timo in the Pullumpett Range, in tho Cuddapah District, engnged in making |
egularities of Messrs. Cowley and Wade, which have been

|
inquiries as to the irr . : |
already reported on; and before I could lock into Mr. ITayes® report, ete., a call |
Magistrate at Kurnool for all the papers, as:Saben Sahib |

i

}

was made by the Assistant . .
hLad been charged before him with receiving stolen property, abetting the same, and {
4

|

}

cheating.  This, I gather, was on the prosecution of Mr. Ilayes wl'xo, by way of
complicating matters, had on 2nd or 3rd October handed Saben Sahib over to the
Police under the plea that he thought the man: would decamp, having a number
of Government tools in his charge. Saben Sahib was convicted and sentenced to
one month’s rigorous imprisonment. lle.appealed to.tho Sesstons Court against
the illecality of the sentence, but the Ses§10ns Judge on 11th March 1872 decided
that he gaw no reason to refer the question to the Ilich Court. After a carcful
perusal of all tho ovidence taken by the Assistant Magistrate, as also of all. -
the documents produced, 1 do not think there is evidence on which to found

o criminal charge against Mr. Prout, and in this opinion am supported by the

Magistrate ; but in the courso of tho triul certain facts were mentioned which

yequire further notice. ‘
f his evidence before the Assistant Magistrato Mr, Ilaves

7. In the course o
«] ecannot identify the man Siddbadoo: T had no private interview

gtated, ; N
with Siddhadoo " and at the end stated he did not know Siddhadon, whereas Mer.

| evidence said, “Mr. Hayes and I Lad an interview with Siddhadoo at

» and 1yana also states that Mr. Hayes spuke to Siddhadoo. Why Mr. Hayes

o - . .

’ ' ' g

N

Prout in his
1iene,’

!

“
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
2nd July 1872, | o

made this statement is not clear unless it was to screen Mr. Prout, and here I ;nay
remark that the inquiry made by Mr. Hayes was carried out in a very superficial
manner, and, in my opinion, the course adopted by him ténded to hush up in place

5th August 1871.

No. 47

" furnish

of clucidating evidence.
charge of a range. _

8. Saben Sahib pr

# SADEN SaHIB, ,
Send thig note and Rupees 3.by a trust.

worthy mile cooly to Peapully Sub-Magistrate

and let Lim get a receipt for the amount.
" (8d.) J. Prour.

Smaik Sapky SaHIs, A
I have this day written to Mr. Butler

about sending my coach and cart to mect me at
Ghooty Railway Stationonthe 17thinstant. Please
gee that no time is lost, and make arrangements
to have a lizht with the coach. You had also
better moet me on that date at Ghooty, you may
bring two or three mile coolies with you.  Should
ou not be able to come, send Syed Ameer. Let

Lascar Madar drive the coach. |
DANGALORE, (8d.) J.E. Provur.

oth February 1871

SADEN SARIB. . 7
I herewith send a letter to the address

of Station Master, Ghooty. DPlease send at once
mile cooly of 33th and 36th miles,'who will
receive a parcel and the kettle left behind by my

cook.

Kugyoor, (8d.) J. E. Provur.

18¢h June 1871,

Sce that the above is carefully and
- quickly despatched to me. : :

I consider Mr. Hayes untrustworthy and quite unfit for

i

oduced three notes* written to him by Mr. Prout, which -

show, I think, that Mr. Prout was in the . .
habit of doing irregular acts. I do not
mean the simply employing mile coolies,”
but in charging them in the accounts

instead of paying them for such private
_work out of his own pocket. '

9. Imade particular inquiries as .
regards this maiter as I came down the
Kurnool and Ghooty Road in January .
last, and every mile cooly distinctly in-

* formed me that Mr. Prout had never paid

them a single anna for any private work
done by them. I saw Mr. Prout in the
beginning of February and spoke to him

* on this matter, and he then did not deny -

having employed mile coolies ‘without
paying them out of his own pocket, but
after one month he has written in saying
that he always paid the mile coolies when
he employed them on private work, In
the beginning of his letter he gives as a -
reason for not sending any explanation

earlier, that he was awaiting the ultimate decision of the appeal of Saben Sahib to the

Sessions Judge as to the legality of his sentence. A more lame, absurd, or frivolous
excuso I never heard, as I cannot see what it had to do with Mr. Prout’s defence

bis own irregular procecdings.

of

¥

10. Having thus drawn up a history of this matter, I submit the same‘forak ‘
onsideration of [Government, as, I think, some notice should be taken of the

conduct of Messrs, Hayes and Prout, an

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 4.

brought forward h’is

es such scanty information in suppor
Unless, there

the ¢ A g
' d that the same should be placed on record.

OrpEr THEREON, 2nd July 1872, No. 1,590.

Tue Government areAé‘xceeaingly ’
dissatisfied with the manner in which
Lieutenant-Colonel - A, Moberly bhas

charges agairis:t Mr. Hayes. His letter is so incoherent and
(=4

t of the charges that it is impossible .
fore, Lieutenant-Colonel Moberly’s - .-

; -ernment to act upon it. . L rq)
for Gove forward and substantiate explicit charges against -

SUCCCRSOT 18 prcpared to bring
Sapervisor Ilayes the latter can o
bad reputatiou which he bas broug

n

IS

ly be cauti(;ned to endeavour to r‘etx‘?ieve the
ht from the 4th into the 3rd Divisxiox;. L



L vk icy

e e e

.

e

Pl T R o N U - e A

v - —t - R . w e
- .
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9, It is observed that Mr. I’rout is an Overscer of some standing, and Govern-
‘ment regret to find the Register Iucpurts of his conduct to be unsdtxbf.xctor) in
[ gpite of quickness and intelligenco for which Le is given credit. They trust that

! ho will endcavour to give more satisfaction in future.
‘ . (True Extract.)

—

i

Colonel, R.Ey

Secretary to Government.

o -

: To the qupmntcmhrw Engineers,® -gxeawd-3rd Divisions.
Coutrollcr of Pullic Works Accounts.
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