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_ I:rqf'-eedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department B
T : 10¢% June 1872. ' .
- . 1 . Read the following papers —

No. 141. From the Controller of Public Works Accounts, to the Secretary to

Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 13th

© . May 1872, No. 406.
I mavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Proceedings No. 1,178 of:
y to state that I have looked carefully, but in vain,

' the 8th May 1872, and in repl
for a rule or order to guide mein disposing of the subject which has been remitted

to me by Government.

2. The rules prescribed for this department require that Public Works

officers shall be supplied with funds only

* The Executive Engineer will obtain funds by means of credit or dors® obtained £
s* obtained from

solely by means of cheques against this Draw-
ing Account ; these cheques may be drawn for the Accountant-General, through the

gums not less than 10 Rupees, and will hold - . .
good for three months from date of issue.— lnt(.arventlon of this office, on the appli.
. . Vide Para. 14, Section I, Chapter XVII, cations of Superintending Engineers '
1 ’

of Government of India Code. and several orders are on record which
officers of funds placed at the disposal of another

prohibit the receipt by such
Revenue or other local authorities for

department, or offered to them by the
s unconnected with municipal operations.
. 3. On reference to paragraph 3 of their Proceedings No. 1,104, dated 20th
- April 1871, the Government in disposing of certain correspondence connected
with the measures which had been adopted, under a great emergency, for utilizing
the special grants canctioned in the Revenue Department for the repair of the
damages which had been sustained by the Irrigation works in the Tinnevelly Dis-
trict during the great cyclone of 1869, and which threatened the destruction of a
Jarge extent of valuable crop, and a serious loss of public revenue, noticed with
rtain irregularities in the financial and accounting arrangements which
the local officers, and pointedly called attention to the

« which distinctly lays down that although required to give aid and profes-
advice under certain circumstances to civil officers in carrying out works,
ablic Works Department is on no account, on such occasions,
to have any connection with the disbursement of money, or with the preparation
" f the accounts.” These observations by Government, I need scarcely add, are
strictly in keeping with the system of account obtaining here, as well as in all
.other parts of India. .

7+ 4, QGrave, however, as ‘was the emergency to which I have alluded in the

receding paragraph, it may possibly be urged that the rule repeated in the order
plicable to, and out of place in, the case of works

of the 20th April 1871 is inap
ituted for the relief of the poor in famine-stricken districts. Upon this point
he attention of Government to the orders of the

* Government of India, communicated to me “for guidance” in Proceedings No.

- ’3,549, dated 5th November 1869. . These orders refer specially to the provision of

" fynds for famine relief works,” and prescribe, first, that money required for such -

* works * must henceforward always be provided for out of the original Budget
7 for Public W‘B"‘“ second, that scarcity or such other cause, while afford-

:grantsr )
t reason for diverting funds from the object for- which they were

ing & gufficien J

y intended to a new purpose, constitutes ““ no reason necessarily for spend-

ore money in_ the aggregate ; and, tbird, that all expenditure on famine relief
: \ : .

purpose

surprise certalr
had been entered into by
rule
o
sional
a member of the P

.4
, . inst

> frespectfull,y beg to invite t

orig lnqll

ing m

rd



- works under the proper heads, and detailed in the Progress Reports. When

re

Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departinent
10tk June 1872,

;mrksl’ by W],?tf.ver fge:fcy ;ncm;ed, must be covered, in ¢s Jirst instance, By
ormal appropriations™ of funds. No appropriations havine been ¢

of famingzolifworks in the 1st Divisioflp_ricr))r to the date ;?t}izegrlg:g::(zeadc;:]:}?:
margin, I was powerless to act under
the rules which had been issued for my
guidance, and when informed of monies

No. 271, dated 27th March 1872, Public Works
Department, ‘

3 -1 3 1vi T Tty r . . o
Laving been tendered by the Civil Authorities from Lreasury funds, and, in some

ases, reccived by Public Works Officers, this office, in the face of the clearest
rules, issued with special reference to famine relief works, had no alternative,*1
b

respeetfully Sui)gxxit, but to point out the irregularity, and, in the absence of

specific assignments of Public Works funds in the regular way and of the Super-
‘ ' ‘intending Engi ’ oat .

* Theso Procecdings did not reach me till the 28th def, n°. ) ngmeet:s apphcatnon, to

March, or three days before the close of the 4efer obtaining credits against the sanc-

official year. : o ' tion accorded in Revenue I’roceedings
o . + No. 448,* dated 13th March 1872,

. . g

.5. Having before me the rules and orders which I have either quoted or

referred to above, I believed that a reference to Government, such as that suf;-

gested in Revenue Proceedings No. 600, of the 13th April 1872, would have

been regarded as unnecessary, and I can only express myi’ regret that, closély

udhgrmg to the ru.hngf) 1ss.ued fo‘x' my guidance, I should have brought uﬁon
myself the censure impliced in paragraph 3 of that order, =~ i

0. (l)r; r;;elgtbtl)f t‘hre lfroceedings last [quoted, with @&. 0., No. 181, dated

17th April 1872, Public Works Department, I issued the following circular instrue-

tions to the Range officers of the 1st Division, who had been charged with the
- execution of famine relief works :— ° .

- Paragraph 1.—* Sums received under the above G. 0.* in the current official

year should be credited to “ deposits”
In the Public. Works Accounts, éall

* Namely, Public Works Order, No. 181, dated
~ expenditure therefrom being debite

- 17th April 1872.
- to

grants are sanctioned by Government for sucl works, und fuuds are re"ularlj*
o

é

placed at the disposal of the Pablic Works Department, tLe Deposit Account should

be relieved by a debit to ¢ Dcposits,f’ and a corresponding eredit to Civil Deparf- \.

ment Credit Orders. .
/".
3

<. ‘“The expenditure on the works in question should appear in the Progres
Reports under Irrigation—Imperial, Provincial or Lécal——according to their n:tu?re
and description, and they should be‘designatgd “IFamine Relief Works.” :

7. The course indicated in the foregoing memorandum of instructions 18 ti;e

only one which I am able to shggest for meeting thp di(’ﬁcnlty in ‘which this

‘department will be placed under circumstances similar to those which led to the

issue of Public Works Proceedings of the 17th ultimo, but ‘as I have very gravo
doubts of ‘the correctness of that course, which is unsupported by rule, and am
inclined to regard it o% irregular, and likely to lead to coinplication, I respectfull:y

- suggest that before final instructions are issued for the guidance of thig officers bf

the department the matter be submitted to the Government of India, or this office
Le authorized to refer the subject to the Accountant-General of the Pixblic Wolrf“;s
Dejartment. oo o e

§ -
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— e o
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.No. 142.

’ Pr-oéée(lz'}zgs of the Madras Government, Public IV, orks Department,
10th June 1872, -

. “ Memorandum by the Chicf Lngineer, o
* Tus Controller has failed to comply with the call inade on him to lay down
for the guidance of all parties the course to be adopted by them in dealing with
funds for relief works. There should in reality be no dificulty about the matter,
and it is a pity that ncither the Revenue nor the Public Works Department took

proper steps to seftle it when they were dealing with the Resolution of the -

Government of India, No, 87 of 11th October 1869.

2. That order gives a true basis to start from, namely, that appropriations are,
in the first instance, to be made by Government.from the amounts of the Revenue
and Public Works Budget grants of the current year, leaving the question of the
necessary transfers, or supplementing of the original grants, for future consideration.

3. With appropriations from the Revenue Budget, Revenue Officers have

alone to do, and they need no instructions how to act.
4. But Public Works funds may be expended either by Revenue or Public
Works agency, and the first thing to be done by Collectors and Superintending

Engineers is to appropriate between the two departments their different credits

out of the appropriation made; once that is done each set of officers draws on its
own credits and accounts for the sum in the usual course. . Nothing can be simpler,

5. Revenue Officers are entitled to call on Public Works Officers for profes-
sional aid and advice on works which they are carrying out and accounting for
by their own agency. DBut when they call on Public Works Officers to relieve

them entirely or in part of such work and accounts, they must make a corres-

ponding transfer of credit and leave the Public Works agents to obtain and
acéount for funds in direct commnnication- with ?he Controller., On no account.
are they to supply themselves with funds, or receive accounts f.rom them.. It will
be their own fault if delaysoccur, by bad arrangement of work in the first instance,
followed up by untimely transfers; and Government sho}ﬂd hold them, and not .the
Controller of Public Works, who has hitherto been. unJustI.y blamed, responsible

{?gRS'I“lg;‘.délgg};GE, (Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,

17¢h May 1872,

ORDER THEREON, 10th June 1872, No. 1,432,

* CoaustcaTep to all Collectors and
“Superintending Engineers and to the
. Controller of Public Works Accounts,

:th an intimation to the two former that they will in future be guided by the
wi

No. 143.
. ACCOUNT, No. 12.

.. les laid down in paragraphs 4 and 5 of Colonel Walker’s Memorandum.
ru

9. Orders for the necessary appropriations will be issued in the Financial

" Department as necessity arises, and such orders will now be passed as regards

Division.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G.'W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,
R “Seerelary {0 Government.

the works in progress 1n the 1st

s, ti y d'.ng Eng;ﬁneers. _
%2 Sluep%régtfalér of Public Works Accounts.

" Financial Department. - L.
f{t}xﬁ‘fe Department, for communication to Collectors,

11

Exd S. T. Augustin.’

Chicf Engineer,
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