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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departme
, 3rd June 1872. :

3 X
No. 21. Read the following papers :—
No. 22. From the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division.
, (Ierc enter No. 2,324, dated 8th March 1872.) *~ .
No. 23. From do. - do. = do. ‘

x - (Here enter No. 2,5)‘60, Jated 11th March ,l 872.) , | )
No. 24. : G. O., Nos. 163-162, 18th March 1872, Huws = 74
No. 25. From the Superintending Enginecr, 3rd Division. s

: (Here enter No. 357, dated 10th May 1872.) -
No. 20. From do. ‘do. do. .
(Here enter No. 437, dated 10th May 1872)) -
To. 27, ' . Ogper THEREON, 3rd Junc 1872, No. 1,376.

Tug above correspondence relates to

an estimate of Rupees 5,882 for repairs
) to the Tungatoor Gungareddy channel, .

gent in by Supervisor Cowley, Pullampett Range Officer in Cuddapah District, 'or’x
the 10th June 1871, and sanctioned and provided with funds by the Superin-
tending Engineer of the,3rd Division, on the 6th September 1871, “Ihe assessment
of the channel was entered at Rupees 6,258, Government, from 1,276 acres of land
and Rupees 4,039, inam, from 335 acres, and the average and highest revenue 0;‘
Jast five ycars at Rupees 3,772 and Rupees 3,830, respectively. In column 12 the
estimate is stated to provide for clearing both channels, and that loik channels
have the same ayacut (only one being named), and that the work estimated for
was required because they, had silted up during last . monsoon, vand that ber
had to be cut and a sluice repaired. The items of the estimate were— ms

ESTABLISIIMENT, No. 2.

Rupees 337 Excavating in earth, at 2 Annas per cubic yard,
1,440 Sandy soil, at Annas 1-4,
3,604% Rocky, at 12 Annas.
66 Rough stone work, at 1 Rapee.
99 Stone-in-chunam, at 3 Annasg per cubic foot.
4 Pl@stering, at Rupecs 2-8-0 per squarc.
080} Superintendence and sundries.
5,882 ,
9. The first letter above quoted charges the Range Officer z‘md Overs '
(of whom the former was suspended and the latter dismissed on 14thee(; Wade
1871) with atterpt at fraud, on a communication from the then Taluq O ctober
Serjeant Ward to the effect that, on pr¢ cceding with a contractor to ca;l Versear
work, bo found the estimate to be fictitibus, no jrocky cutting being nec - Out‘the
not more clearing than the ryots ought{ to do themselves. He fu:theres?sary and
{he information of a villager and thef reddy, that Singaravaloo M(')od:?-tes, on
1ar and

. Rungasawmy Naidoo, the Imperial and) Local Fund Maistries then in ]
e ta]u

Lad made the estimate, neither Mr,
place.

3. The second letter submits a co
Talug Contractor, imported by Assista

Jowley mor Mr. Wade having visiteq th’
, ®

imunication from Madar Saib, g O d
N
t Enginecr Hunter, now in o -9daral
H In char"
b g€ o

f the
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Proceeding: of the Madras Government, Public 1V, (;rks

Department,
3rd June 1872.

work and that measured by Lim when he accompanied Serjeant Ward on the 24th
According to Madar Saib the redd
. y
stated the festunate to have been framed by Messrs. Cozrlcy and Wade, and pro-
go§e‘d to him to pretend to carry it out that they might share its amount after

oing tw:o or t}n‘ee hundred rupees worth of clearing; stating that Le had Leen a
Partner in similar frands with other contractors on the—

Siddapuram Channel.

Nullapooreddy Pentacalva,

Obili Channel.

Narrain Nellore Channel, .
Pundaloor Channel.

4. Contractor Madar Saib also claimed re-payment of advances, amounting to

S LA

Rupees 500, which he said he had made to ahout 800 coolies and wudders whop

he ?Ugaged for the work, but could not cmploy as there was nothing for them to do,

. 9 The first of the orders above quoted (which is wrongly numbered second )
1s basqd upon the misapprchension that there was a clerical error in the estimate
sanctioned by the Superintending Engineer, whereas it was in the Taluq Over-
seer’s copy that such error existed. In the second order it is unaccountably
assumed that the subject matter of both letters is not the same, and that the amount
of estimate was not given, which was not the case really. But the complaint of
- want of further explanation ’Why Messrs. Cowley and Wade should be accused of
attempt at fraud on the Overseer's report which established nothing more than
culpable negligence against them, and the call for explanation from the Taluq
writer of the discrepancy in his copy of the estimate, were quite in order; and the
Superintending Engineer’s reply, No. 357 of 10th" May, is neither as speedy nor
satisfactory as it should have been. |
6. The explanationé promised ffom Messrs. Cowley and Wade two Enonths
ago have not been supplied, and can no longer be waited for. There is enough
evidence hefore Government to show Mr. Cowley to have been guilty of such
neglect as would have led to nearly Rupees 6,000 being spent on one fictitious
work; the presumption being that similar large sums have been thrown away on
other works of the same nature, such as those named in the contractor’s petition,
Nos. 2, 4, and 6 of those works are identical with those for which cheques
No. 172 for Rupees 1,871-13-6, No. 171 for Rupees 1,476-13-6, and No. 170 for
Rupees 3,890 were paid away under most suspicious circumstances to contractors
\Z- Muthookrishna Moodelliar, Shash-ia. I§ddy, and P. Paupia Naidoo (sece G. O,
11:1':.11 izb,i?:n oi f f}nd‘ N;vexnbettIE%?L,). w: h whom .the Governm’ent accordingly
b e th ofleurgsezszfnin gfxlur:bci?n colntracts 1n future. \\1t11f)ut Prejudive
have beenomade :nd to mél?e room at ¢ elly hereafter. when full inquiry shall
a ) L. v o)ee for promotion of deserving men, the
overnment decree Mr. Cowley’s dismis§) from the date of his sus ension. will
forfeiture of all back pay beyond the usus u1,;c , Spension, with
Madar Saib deserves all consideration stence allowance,
C:ddapah will pe requested to have his
- reperied on at an early date,

The contractor

o bis honesty, and the Collector of
claimg considered by a Punchayet, and
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ - 8rd June 1872.

7. The Government are not at all inclined to concur with the S.uperintend-
ing Engineer’s view of his responsibility as to esfilm?.tes. In theu; remal:ksz.
printed with Order No. 1,599 of 18th June 18.63, sanctioning the pres:n osrgam-za
tion of the department, it is distinctly !a1d down. as on(; duty o Z. x;lpialr;x;-
tending Engineer, that he shall “scrutinize all estimates,” and that e} shall be
“ responsible for correctness of estimates,” and Government are (x;of;‘ 0 (;pm'lon
that proper care was taken when out of Rupees 6,000 sa:nctlone or ¢ ea.rtmg
a channel stated only to have been silted up by a precedu_lg monsoon,kan 1II en;.
‘of Rupees 3,664 for excavation in rocky 501.1 was pas.sed Wlthollllt remard. t.a
the clerical error supposed to have existed in the estimate really escapedl n(l)1 1cye
in the Superintending Engineer’s Office, Government vc.mu}d most assture lztha\.e
called upon him to refund Madar Saib’s ad,van(.:es. As it 1 thefy:]?uz flnai; t ie;;
opinion of Licutenant-Colonel A. M?berlyj 8 fmsmanagemeiflt.o t e 3r ; 1:0 on
and shortcomings as a Superintending Engineer, by dc?c mln% l;) agcle) .et ©
request in letter No. 261 of 1st May, for re-employment in the Bellary District on

" his return from furlough.

R, In the opinion‘of Government, Witll. reference to this and all formi;
charees connected with Pullampett Range, Lxeutenz}nt-Colonel Mober'ly s.hou
haveokept the investigation more in his own hands, instead of geligagng it toda
young Assistant Engineer in charge of another range. He should have made

| rrangéments to spend much of his time in the range himself till he had got to
a

the bottom of affairs and been able to rePf"rt definitely to Government,‘embodying

: ) :n formal © charges” against the Range Officer fmd his .Oversee:r,
%113 conclu.swnsd 131 m guilty of actual fraid. The Superintending Engineer will
if be considore fl tf state the conclusions he has arrived at with reference to
now be good enoul",l Writer and the two Maistries mentioned in Serjeant Ward’s
the Taluq Ove‘rseel 8 d for inspection the original estimate passed in his office,
report, and will fo\rwaé‘vard that in possession of the Overseer’s Writer, and the

) :

Serjeant i h
z};?:iizlli nbg; : Ri nge Office, reporting by whom each copy is written.

o (True E;Ftract.)
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,

- ’ . Officiating Secretary ta Government.

.

To the Supcrintending Engineer, 3rd Division. “::
Controller of Public Works Accounts.

i 2
Revenue Department. | .

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
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From,

The Superintending Ingincer

T W RE L pg o i e e Ry, PRI,

3rd Division, (

The Secretary to Gorernment 1

- 4

Enclosures. 2 Public Works Department g';
Fort Saint- George ¥

1

Sir,
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Superintending Engineer’s Office,
3rd Division,

Dellary /4 * éfuwy 1872, .

Irom,
The Superintending Engineer
3rd Division.
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