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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
14th May 1872, ' ‘
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No. 462. Read the follo;vin'g letter from the Superintending Engincer, 8th
Division, to the Officiating Secretary to Government, Public Works

Department, dated Madura, 26th April 1872, No. 330 :—

1 Copy of letter from SuperintendingvE'ngiﬂeer: It is with extreme .regret that I
No. 2,077, dated 5th September 1871. = have the honour to submit the accom- )

IDo. do, 8th April1872. panying correspondence for the inform- -

1 Letier from Collector of Tinnevelly, No. 228, " -
dated 19th October 1871. 3 ailon, and orders of Government; but

1 Letter from Rev. J. Kearns, dated 18th Octo- 4 enclosed letter No. 28, dated 17th |

i
Kl
{

R
AR S tk\e

<

ber 1871, . . . .
1 ])f)l: frz)m Collector, No. 272, dated 22nd instant, from Exccutive Engineer Mr,

November 1871, with one enclosure. - &. 8. Sage sca}cely leaves me any
: . il 1872. . e :
1 Do. do, No. 110, dated 1st Apri option in the matter, : - .

1 Do. from Mr. Sage, No. 215, dated 2€:h L .
December 1871. 2. The correspondgnce, it will be

. 1871. . . T
% Rg gg" No. 22”%" dated %?ﬁ ?jff,mlbg’;?, seen, is to a certain e{{tent bound up -
1Do. do., ,, 870, ,, -2thMar. with Supervisor Vyapoory Pillay’s case,

1 Do do., »o 28, 17thApril ~° which was submitted by me to your.
S R : A5y . . predecessor with my report No. 4,195, dated .30_th January 1872 ; and bfxt for
e SR U % that case there can bo no doubt that the question now at issue would not have arisen.
3. The facts connected with this case are as fol.low. — o
In the Ottapedarum Taluq of the Tinnevelly Dlstrlct, at a place near the site
B : L o Y S 7 where once stood the fort of Panjalamcoorchy, there are a number of graves of
R Lt JOLh S e Ced A el L DRI LU R L R ,~ - =Y " officers and men who fell gloriously in the .three separate as§aulf;s on that fort 1n
e AL L S S N LR T R R i e T e e e R . 1799 and 1801—for it was only with the third assault that victory was attained—
: % ; : held the fort, was driven out of his strong-

S e e A e R s i 100 101wl i O | e
SR Ty R ; : tat the bloo y S ffthe ten officers, nine Non-commissioned officers, |
buried at this spot, in addition to others buried -

L FEST R N d e e A T T e T e e

e

~

hold, after the loss on our side 0
and twenty-two privates, who lie

TR . e Ottapedarua. ; 1866, Mr. E. Storr, the Acting Head Assistan,t :

EBES AR g A PP RN SN i 4. I appears that 10 June . ! d with G. O., in the Ecclesiastical
:’;; ).';}'t‘““ st . ;- :'\ A E3 - oy Ndgittel i AT .:4 £, e e . a‘iiﬂé’r—:’;ér’gjt_{‘ ’»},"' . ‘; v" “:‘Fu 3 Collector Of tlle DistriCt’ reported’ m ﬂCCOI’ ance witili . .y cC eSlaS‘:Sa
, ) = 2] Department, 9th January 1857, No. 11, that these graves were not enclosed by a
TR »};f‘ff:"“ O ot S T L Ry i " wall. and th,at in their present state, situated as they were on an open plain with-

v gy = : ol el : ot z,ln Stoation ‘they were liable to be damaged by cattle trespassing on them.
He alsz)r Erou'rht to’ notice that an abortive attempt had been made to plant an aloe

=]

* hed nd them, but that a good deal of this had disappeared, and thas there
ge rou )

. ; ky soil of the site in questio...

., . . X g 1 . 1 ‘ rOWJnW up m the roc - . ! '
S T P B e s ' ! was lgttleAchan‘;‘,_e (;i;t:vfs acéoc;dingl)’ prepared in this department by the Range
AT , : S 5 Oﬁ‘ce; Suncfibv ilar:)r V yapoory Pillay ; was submitted for sanction in September -
1 . . e
LR ; s £ SR eE el B A TR : : e 1860 ! 1 P 2s eventually sanctioned for_cxceution in G. O, 28.“‘ J“l)'_~ 1869,
S TN e R e e e A L s e DL T T R B e . (S0b, and was S sccordingly executed by the Supervisor during the .

b BTy R e e e AR g LT Ry SRR B S e T e e T e gReais K : No. 2,472. And the work was Ing : N
e R s S By SR T i g T R R e e b i sameGyoar"(t . t‘ eotine of the Local Fund Board, Tinnevelly, it was brought to,}'
AR JO Kearns, who resides within a short distance of Ottapé-

. My . . « .

| under refcrenco has been built in closer proximity
'?,e",’,“iﬁ' .."-’_, 5, AR By RN SNy S YOS : . d .
; S Enid " to the tombs than was cither necessary of desirable, antl that it had been so poorly
) , . . . ashed away during the monsoon that
constructed that & portion of 1t had becn.W A y g . .

i 1 its erection. ' ) ) : - -
tmmediately followed its the matter to Executive Enginecr Mr. G. 8. Sage

A dinely, I referred the . ,
. renorﬁ (;cso;e ;neon Zl "scd memorsndum No. 2,077, dated 4th September 1871, and |
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
14th May 1872. '

~——

;lg;rlke(ll}A; and- on receipt of the Collector’s letter No. 228, dated 19th Octo\ber
0 (B), and its enclosure (C) from the Rev. J. Kearns, I at once forwarded
€s¢ papers to Mr. Sage in continuation of that memorandum. .
her 8: hAS.Mr' Sage’s report No. 217, dated 27th December 1871 (D forwarded
ewith) differed so entirely from the views expressed by the Rev. Mr. Kearns in

thi .
u's matter, I hf.i.d no alternative but to await an opportunity of visiting the spot
myself before disposing of the subject, ' |

‘o h:‘): bI shoul.d mention Lere that the rate allowed in the estimate, and alleged
. ‘2- een paid, for rough stone-in-mud, of which the wall is built, is Rupees 3
PeT cubie yard, whereas the ordinary rate of the district for rough stone-in-

- chunam is Rupees 2.8-0 per cubic yard, and.for that rate there is no difficulty

wha@fver in getting.a contractor to execute new work of this kind on the spot in

2;:::10:1. I say this advisedly, for I hold an agreement with a contractor to this

éttrﬂ}Ot. 1.\Ir. S_age, it will be"seen, does not think the work ¢ is badly built.” e

: utes 1ts failure to faulty designing, and to the fact that * masons about here
0 not seem to understand building rubble walls.” |

and Ilix;ustozot_-,hfe Q(t)th of M.arch last, I'made my inspection of the cemetery wall,
cubmitted by 3 Iess So a feeling of cons'lderable annoyance in regard to the .report
inconsistent{v ithr'th age, a report which I felt no hesitation in considering as
to admin: It the real facts of the case, and I accordingly thought it my duty
o8 mlnlfter him a very severe rebuke on the subject—see my marginal letter
. No. 4,915, dated 20th March 1872, upon enclosure D, In confirmation of my

views, I would call your special ‘attention here to the enclosed letter from the -

:;olzector of Tinnevelly, No. 110, dated 1st April 1872, and marked K, wherein
ﬂ]a Ag entleman suggests that,  in consideration of the manifest shortcomings of

e Architect Vyapoory Pillay,” the repair of the cemetery wall may well be done
at the expense of that Supervisor,

12. " In his letter No. 370, dated 28th March 1872 (E), Mr. Sage resents
my remarks ; ““ 13 still of opinion that the work is not badly built ;" is sorry that
what he believes to be true is ¢ in opposition to my wishes,”” and requests bis
removal to another division, ’

13. Before submitting this letter to Government, I addressed the enclosed
]ettex: No. 84, dated 8th April 1872 (marked F) to Mr. Sage, with a view of
clearing vp a misunderstanding that had arisen on two points, and also in order
- that should he still desire to be removed from this division that wish might be
based upon a clear issue. L ‘ |

14, Mr. Sage’s reply No. 28, dated 17th April 1872 (G) is forwarded here-
wx?h, .and as the tone of this letter throughout [appears to me exccedingly
o%ufectlonable, I have no desire to thwart his wishes for his removal from this
division. o A 4

15. ?n paragraph 2 of this letter, Mr.'Sa;ge states that it was not he who
made th'e Inquiry into Supervisor Vyapoory. Pillay’s case, whereas the Govern-
~ Ment will see from the original corrgspondence (enclosure No. 74 of my report
‘ 1\?. 4,195, dated 30th January 1872) that Mr. Sage considered it rather a
gricvance (I quote from memory) that he had not been allowed to be present at

x
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" palpable disadvantages that no publi

. repeat my belicf, as stated in my

s i e

as Grovernment, Public Works Department,

Proccedings of the Madr ]
. . 14tk 3May 1872,

e e
i o

the concluding investigation of the case made by me. Now, if he did not, as Le
now asserts, make the inquiry, what kind of necessity was there for his being -
sserts, _ e

»
present at the investigations made by me. :
16. In the statement which accompanied my report already quoted, I have

gose fully into all the details of
considering that the Government
ance which they have a right to expecf{ fy

d experience. ;. . S
an 17P ﬂThere are occasionally to be found in th{s.‘world, as it is well known,

head-strone individuals, whose great aim in life appears to be to prove that every

e '.CISG ; wrone. Men of this stamp habitually make up the1r. minds at once

o aystron" opini(;:n " and ignore and indecd seem fo be totally blind to facts, or
g y @ oY -

. thers’ adverse to such an opinion. “So !ong
occurrences, which appear to o

ourse is confined tQ mere . C e < :
:}? S-U(;l-l -Z 'cluthat indulges in his peculiar prgpeﬁswy, those who object to the
oI mmant 1t m.ixothemselves up in the nfattér, as they can p-erfectly pass
same have no call to In public life however this practice has such

”
‘ i ay. 8
““on tho other sido of the way o-officer can be too careful.not to allow him-
and b&)ﬁso doing damage the interests of the

om an officer of Mr. Sage’s standing

sclf to be included.in this category,

Government I}e serves. latns.in p;;ragraph 4 of” his letter, that I have made a
« delill)Sf;ra.tLeI :hsa:lr{:; ((:)(z'nf":lseho’od or falsifying” agfi,insfrzr ll}lim(,}r and hni as;;serts t?ﬁ
what he writes ‘‘1s truth however badly expressed. 18 overnt en‘ are we

: i before, and can form their own opinion from what
aware of what I bave written )  said anything to warrant such a chargo

I have ev .
has now passed as to whether 1 would refer you, in this

1 b C.
o 1 Sb lIl Sage as tha.t Wthh he alleo"es as“'a [0}’ .
IECtion. tO l)lra’l‘aph 13 Of Iny report NO. 4’190, d ed Oth anua ry ]872

’. 5 . . | z]t 3 ,’

. T8 = ‘ .
; ing passage occurs— o . .
V&Tierf:‘ trh;la follow S I:‘whizh the preliminary inquiry into the charges against the
e manner 11 ;

. vo. namely, his not attempting to obtain the
Su.pervisor was con('iucte‘(l::)i’nM:- Z;:i,digniﬁz;’i, and dispassionate manner has
e\-ldence. of the w;tn;fsiblure © eard to the whole truth being elic'ited.” o
resulted in a palpabe ha5 f his IZtter it would appear that,as Mr. Sage cannot

19. In paragraph 9 © ed in regard to my placing Mr. Sub-Engineer
complain of the course I pur tigating Supervisor Vyapoory Pillay’s case,

. . hile inves
McXNair under his orde;s ﬁhllet ;es for doing so. - Such an extraordinary proceed.-
11 foul of my mot! e :

!1@ IfmSt needs fa ¢ on zrny part, the more especially as I have, in paragraph 14
ing needs no commen lained my reasons for the course 1 pursued ‘in

of my report already quoted, explall aph 5, Mr. Sage overtly sncers at Mr.

f his paragr .
A frclieZt ﬁithpin :p to that time at all events.” I can only
! [}

re
erl})f probability that it would have resulted in

this respect.
McNair as “aman [ ha

here 18 eV

in Lis investigations, t
llected 2

sufficient evidence being €0

the Supervisor. o the Go
L “the . . e

20. -1 will ot trouble “myself by asking what subordination can be

Sage’ ; I will content myse . ! .
,eiie;e;e'ftei’dl;;:rtment where, if an Executive Officer, on being reprimanded by
spe in : b ; -

-

the case, and I have given my reasons for
have not received in-this business the assist-

arguments, or only affects personally -

ort, that, had Mr. McNair been untrammelled -
g to ensure a magisfcrial conviction against .

vernment with any further comments on Mr.

»
& -
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roceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1Works Department
1411 May 1812, - |

his Divisi
1visional Officer, at on

This is ind )
1818 1ndeed one way of solving the difficulty, and I would respectfully suggest

that, if the re
s quest be acceded to, the N
oL T voutare alos 1o o I; removal may not be made at the public expense.

- removal, but rather th to.ut that there appear no other objections to his
Sage’s standine and ° r(.%verse, masmuch as the services of an officer of Mr.
Tinnevelly, wl?ereas ?: I;:T;enc?baire r}l}ot actually required in the Northern Range,

, ossible they may b >
w.here.‘ Moreover, as Mr. Sace is n ¢ Y y ¢ nee‘ded by .the Government else-
district, and has indeed L 8 0t acquainted with Tamil, the language of the
Place of an officer who 1, o ?Xem'pted from passing in it, the services in his

I may here mention that a3 passed in Tamil would manifestly be advantageous.

_ at m my letter No, 1,688, dated 15 °

Iz for the services of an off /059, dated 15th August 1871, apply-

cer for the range in question, I suggested that an

ngineer of some experi 1
perience should be detailed for the duty. With

the exception of the lichtlo
e lighthouse at Tuticorin, which can be perfectly re-transferred

Tinnevelly, there are no Wo*rkOCutlwe Engincer in charge of the Southern Range,
Tinnevelly, which an Assist i“};lat.ever o.f any magnitude in the Northern Range,
22. dnaddition to the :I]) n{:;meer 13 not perfectly competent to undertake.

the dread iDSpired by M S O’Ve’ regret to have to state that, in consequence ot
dinates of the rance, I ﬁ dages fl‘ez?tmgnt, as commonly reported, of the subor-
therein. When a noat,' ln great difficulty in filling the vacancies that occur
1ve hears that a chal Fund Overseer, a Christain moreover,

* N . .
sce(ﬁleglt'loc:oss}dT'correspondence forwarded by has been kept standing in the Range
575 dntedo.‘zou:imf\*eve“y with his letter No ©Office from 6.4. . to 6 P. 3. on a

-nd November 1871, marked 1I. Sunday,* he is naturally not very desir-
curions thine of ol i« _ous to join that range. DBut the most
willingness ;:0 r:. :,11: ;s that Vyapo.ory Pillay, whom Mr.’Sage has expressed his
reinstated, not ty | ploy as Supervisor, has personally entreated me, should he be
been desc;ibcd to bee :eltz o do duty under Mr. Sage. If gratitude is, as it has
in this case, o 'e'n sense of favours to come, the want of it is explained

23, At tl :

that genqema;eczzfclhf““" of Mr. Sage’s letter No. 370 of the 28th March 1872,

first jbininrr the divigizms ‘3{{ t'h(}. want of support I have afforded him from his

notice, andnthourrh I sr;l.ould h'wdls tho first time that ho has brought this to my
that T had made myself bm ?cd much .regret that it should be considered
in the absence of any O.noxl.ous to this charge, it is impossible for me,
and sweeping a statemzntspemﬁc 1”Stfi.nce being mentioned, to meet g0 general
range alﬁostﬂxis first dut'. The f:aCt 1s that on Mr. Sage's taking charge of the
this he appears to have nlef] Wer.e In connection with Vyapoory Pillay’s case. In

1ade himself a violent partizan; as lenient, on the one

hand, to tI :

’ 1e Supervisor, ag |

- * e . y e Was harsh S . .

individual.. While even in writing to xto those who gave evidence against that
(=]

that I have been com
. pelled t .
No. 2135, dated 26th Decembero take notice of the same—see Mr. Sage’s letter

1871, and mn : .
dated 4 y and my marginal reply tl Vo.
_date » th IJa:;l;r{ew?Q (marked T), with Mr. Sage’s exp]anpagiotnu(afle)?n’ no- BT,
and T can only re";;etotl;e matter with confidence in the hands of Government,
° 1ave been compelled to tréuble them with this additional

and disagrecable correspondence,

c
e prefers a request to be removed to another division ?

e e oo

Sl st

e g 7F

" now appears to do.

" absolute necessity ©

e At e e & - N - L
. .
. - .

&

Madras Government, Public Works Department,
14¢th May 1872, s

Proceedings of the

95. In conclusion, it behoves me tgmention one fact whi:le'on the subject
of Vyapoory Pillay’s case, and with a view of the Gover.nmen't ‘having a more
thoro);ol;l inZirrht into the same, and that is that, although hé fom_lerly. was highly
respect?ed he zims fallen much in the estimation of his countrymen by the habit of
drinking ’which he has acquired of recent years, and under the effects of which
’ . ) ; . X

habit he has appeared in my presence. = ' '

872, No. 1,339.
No. 463. Tae Government remark that this

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 49. | controversy between the Superintend-

Ogpeg THEREON, 14th May 1

ation by the former of a single word in the latter’s

Jetter marked D, which cannob be accountfed for by any illegibility of the manu-
script. They consider therefore thaf; Lleutenant-Colon.el Roberts wmfld have
adopted the mox"e magnanimous and fair course had he efmrely 'cancelle.d his memo-
randum No. 4,195 on that Jetter written when laboxfrmg under a x]llsc}oncept1.on

q te. and they consider that he might have been satisfied with
:}fl'ev:;l;?; ii[;.o?asie;;:riénced an Executive Officer on so small a matter, and acted

i 1 ] arked I and J certainly
ir esti he might send 1n. The papers mar |
B e estins their subjéct matter having been allowed to drop.

tu
should net hasve beenns’:;le OtI;l’ér hand, however hurt at a censure, the harshness of
b i Mr. .de’tlt; based on ng of a single word that he had used,
which was evidently b

. . et
;:a's nt }]'us:]l ﬁz(ii?;:;: Cfs :tf:ed by Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts, that ill-feeling had
is perfectly )

. . atters, and advantage was taken by Mr. Sage of
ari.sen 1 o connectfon WI“;O(;thoei;'i:;: ttt(f d;mand his 'rem2val from under his orders.
this mistako of 1 Suﬁii prepa.red to make transfers simply on account of incom-
f;’;b?;?; zl;r:ci;l;;r?)f officers working together i.n the sM < b L
A . 11 as their private convenience. Mr. Sage will according y
it suits tho public s 78 ¢+ and both officers are expected to proceed with t:hen'
stand fast for thetpr(;Sf;ls ’Grovernment and each other without further reference
es tow ‘

dings, and with a due r

really arose from the misquot

the misrpadi ;
ext to request his removal fro

respective duti
to former misunderstan |
e t’}}ey ot e to the charge made in paragraph 22 of the Superintending

.3' ?hth referezcsu ported by the documents marked II, the Government do
Eogincer's lofleh, 0 e whatever was taken by Licutenant-Colonel Roberts of
not find that a0y he Local Fund Overseer at the time the transaction
Mr. Sage’s treatment of the Fund Oversoos 80 e v have beon a grave

<N per 1871, W g
occurred, namely, In hovemt if he attached any importance to the subject, as he

dereliction of duty onl_l;;:czfzin” on the accuracy of the statement made by him,
Eﬁc:ineer “hould have called Mr. Sage’s attention to the
- d refraining from ill-treatment of his

s temper an
e intimated that the severest displeasure of Government

subordinates, and bav i for’such behaviour in future
his having o hand bim up forisuch beud : i
would follow upon & (True Extract.) '

the Superintending neer
f keeping bi

-

4 | ” " Colonel, R.E.,
| Secretary 1o Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, §th Division. ¥

ing Engineer and Executive Engineer °

m the 8th Division. ,

ame division, at least until

egard to the deservedly high

N,

i

Kad E.C.Shuker. .z o
R . [ S |
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