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. - No. 426. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engincer for RaiIWays
» | . to the Officiating Sccrefary to Govcr'nment, Public Works Department,
S TR TR L e : dated Madras, 1st May 1872, No. 214:— , ’

i . ' I ravE the honour to solicit the serious consideration of Government to the
unsatisfactory position ogcupied by the Carnatic Railvyay Company. Its history is
. well known to the Government. DBriefly stated, it is.as follows :—

t ' 2. The Iadian Tramway Company (Limited) was formed in the year 1862
h ¢ for the purpose, amongst other things, of the introduction of a system of tramways
, in connection with, and as feeders to, the railways throughout India,”

} In the year 1864 this Company applied for, and obtained from the Madrag
{ ' Government, certain concessions for the purpose of making a light rziilway, on g
!:
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auge of 3} feet, from the Arconum station on the Madras Railway to the town of - -
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Conjeveram, a distance of 183 miles. This light railway is, I believe, the only

< ; L ' e T ARSI (8 : enterprize of the kind which has been undertaken by the Company. It was opene&

A

L N » -
Y o to the public in August 1865, . )
. After being worked for about two years it was found that the results did not

' B e BT Ay BN S, T LT et S I |
¥ L ’Lk D LR e WA L g R LY CUNE R St | {'“J I come up to the expectations of the Company, and from the 1st January 1868 they
B St i ; ! " obtained from the Sccretary of State a guarantee of dividend on their paid-up
e Bt R 3 =t AL o= e ; EA " capital (£100,000) at a minimum rate of 3 per cent. .
= : o S e R e e e e D - " During 1869-70 the Indian Tramvway Company became merged -in the
= G o * Carnatic Railway Company (Limited), which was then started with a capital of
£800,000, having a minimum dividend of 5 per cent., guaranteedﬂby the Secretary
of State. The object to which this capital was to be applied was the conversion of :
the 3} fect gauge line between Arconum ar_ld Conjeveram to a 5} feet gauge, and
its extension from Conjeveram to Cuddalore. . ' | -
During 1871 the work conceded to the Carnatic Railway Company was some-
t modified ; and the Company is now ander an engagoment to construct a line
of railway, ona gauge of 3 feet 33 inches, between Madras and. Cuddalore, a

m’.?r;ri:-:g;;;,')'> 2y N Ha g, ¢ LT . 'y . ) ) . . )
BN et | ot AR S SRSl L) A8 distance of about 110 miles; th;ﬂr original 3} feet gauge line between Arconum

; * and Conjeveram remaining for the present unaltered.
‘.3 Under cxisting orders, therefore, the length of the system entrusted to -

; oot - T "'“"-';“Fﬂ;;-:":yam. e . 9 :;?“. -~ ' heid e . N . . . .

T e T S e S L e BT LAY et R S S e S R T S M R ; tho Carnatic Railway Company is about 129 miles — ,

; LS - T T e T St I A RIS o L. O AR TR e : ‘ . From Arconum to Conjeveram ... et aae .. 19 A
- e T e e 3 LS w2 ke ! : B .

e s, Madras to Cuddalore .. | e we e ew 110

' 129 .

B

t . N
- , In addition to this it is possible that the extension from Cuddalore to join
A the Great Southern of India Railway at Tanjor.ejmay. be conceded to them ;;Tand ‘

P _ it is also possible that a lino to join Conjeveram with Chmg!eput may be constructed
; by them. These two concessions would lengthen their systcm by about .107 e

[ SRR

e,
el m,
-

{.od
A

it pationg

' T wha

P X4
- e i },;,fvﬁ‘&‘;i

5

%Sm0,
i o v b
Wi~ e omeat e
A I ke L Py
< rj.\.f,./l,’.:h‘_v
RS, UL
P02 1 d o,

1log . i
mile From Cuddalore to Tanjore O, ;o
) o .

Conjeveraia t2 Clingleput...
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- I have no hesitation in stating' my. opinton that, in Tndia at least, it is mumply
onfined within such
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narrow limits as this. T have good reason for believing that this opinion is now

generally held in England ; but so far as Indian Railways are concerncd, experience
has left me without a doubt as to its accuracy.

4. The Government of India have expressed their opinion® to the effect that
a minimum length of 400 or 500 milcs,
and o maximum length of 800 or 1,000
' miles, will be generally found suitable
for the undertaking of one Company.

More recently, when addressingt the Secretary of Stute with reference to

{ Letter dated \3th ‘July 1871, No. 75.Ro the proposed extt.:nsions of the‘ Grez.xt:
Vide G. 0., No. 2,151, dated 1uth August Southern of India and the Carnatic
1531, ° Railways, the Government of India

wrote as follows :—

““ The systems of both these Companies must remain 8o limited for many years
to come that it is highly desirable that they should be induced to amalgam.ate,
and we would urge this suggestion on your Grace’s consideration. Bcsxd.es
the direct economy that would result in dircction, both in England and Ifxdx'a,
there would be an end to conflicting interests whether as respects present limits
or future extensions, and the working of the lines, when open, would be much
facilitated.”

5. Unless this suggested amalgamation be carried out, .it se.ems more.than
probable that the public interests will suffer in each of the directions mcntloncfd
by the Government of India. I have already alluded to the want of economy in
the working of the Carnatic Railway which must result from present arrangements;
and there can be little doubt that its interests will be in direct competition with
those of the Great Soutbern of India Railway.

That a tendency in this latter direction has already been shown, the Govern-
ment will gather from the papers which I did myself the lonour to send to you
on the 20th ultimo* bearing on the
R subject of the proposed line between
Cuddalore and Tanjore. The permission to survey portions of this line, which
was accorded by the Government of India to the two Companies, was subject to
the proviso that the Government in no way bound itself to concede the construc-
tion of either portion of the line to either Company; yet it will Le seen that, in
sending up the results of the examination of the country between Cuddalore and
the Coleroon river, the Agent of the Carnatic Railway Company lays claim, on
behalf of his Company, to the construction of not only that part of the line, but
of the portion also between the Coleroon and the Great Southern of India Railway,
The latter Company, on the other hand, evidently look on the line between Tanjore

and the Coleroon river as an extension of their system to which they have an
undoubted claim.” '

* Resolution of Government of India, 3rd De-
cember 1867, No. 1,050-R.—FVide G. O.
No. 61, 8th January 18¢8.

*» With letter No 2C2.

6. There is reason to believe that a proposal for amalgamation has already
been made in England—the proposed measure including not only the Great
Southern of India and the Carnatic Companies, but also the Madras Railway
Company. If it were to be carried out this would combine under one manage-

ment the whole of the Railway intcrests in Southern India, but it seems to me-

that the proposal must be looked at from more than one point of view.

- —..,.‘ﬂ‘»y e

" line of the

_is beyo

LA Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public W, orlg.g Department,

14th May 1872.

The united mileage of the three Cqmpanies, including extensions,' would
amount to 1,471 miles. Not only would

Madras Batlway. g, this largely exceed the limit which the ‘
‘g:o;[tl}; '\‘\\::: ]1::: L a2 Government of Indi";:"?mve been led by
l\'oeilghel”ry branch e 29 857 experience to assign tq_the undertaking
Great Southern of India Railway. of any one Company, bl.lt there are
rod 168 special circumstances which seem to
Negapatam to Erode 20 P . : e
Southern Extension ... 3 grg show that 1t would be impolitic to
' Carnatic Railway. attempt to unite interest.s 80 distin(.:t and
Arconum to Conjeveram . 1%?) so little likely to come into conflict as -
Mairas to Cuddalore, oo Doyt are those of the Madras Railway on the
Conjeveran to Chingleput
- lég one hand, and those of the other two
Cuddaloro to Tanjore e - —— Companies on ‘the other.
1,471 i

The whole of the Madras Railway
has been constructed on the Indian broad gauge pf 5§ feet. The existing
Great Southern of India Railway Company between .Negff.patam and
Erode has also been constructed on this gauge; but all the extensions in progress,
and under contemplation, both of this Company‘and the Camatwf l.iaulway Con?-,
will be constructed on the Indian narrow gauge of 3 feet 3§.mches; and it
nd all doubt that the line between Negapa;f:am and Erode will before long
be converted to the same gauge. The

*In letter tf{ S“"Z‘,ﬁ,y,ﬁ;f m;e,'__l.?ift?dimy(}l,s’g,’ Government of India have distinctly
11:'?).. 27,?34.',1931 August 1871, stated® that they re.gard this as inevita-
ble, and they have recorded their opinion that “the only satfsfactory settl.em?mn
is ¢ to make the whole region south and east of the Madras South-West line into

system

pany,

w caugo territory.” -

) "aflr: sh:uldoalso be noticed how distinctly defined are the districts fr?m which
the Madras Railway on the one hand and the two Sout.hem Com.pames on the
other hand will severally draw their traffic; and hmzv pr.omment, and indeed almost
impassable, are the natural features by which these dlstnc.ts are marked off fx:om each
other. From Arcot to Erode, a distance of apou‘t 180 miles, one range of hills after
another completely shuts out the Madras Railway fr(.)m all I.)OSSlb‘lhty of drawing
traffic from the tract, averaging in width about 70 lmles‘, which will be drained b
tLe other lines. Begiuning at Arcot with the Vello.re hills, then the J avadie hills,
the Yailagherries, the Shevaroys, and the Collem'fﬂhes from an almost impenetrable
Darrier to the south and east of the Madras R.ax.lway'; aTld to the east of Arcot
the. Palar river serves for about 20 miles to divide, in hke.manner, tl'ae traflic of
the two systems. As a matter of fact the only wthree points atj which the two
systems will come into contact will be at Madras, Arconum, and Erode ; and with
ard to the 42 miles between Madras and Arconum, where perha}ps the line
geparating the two traffic systems is not c.leﬂarl)f marked by nature, I think it highly -
improbable that the Southern Companies will attract one ton of goods, or one
that would, under present circumstances, go to the Madras Railway.,”

reg

passengefs . .
7. 1t scems to me that if due weight be given to these three arguments—
(1.) that the mileage of the Madras Railway by itself amounts to 857 miles,

a length of line which can be efficiently and economically supervised
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almost umpassable nature, an
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| o, / ,mu/ ,Km/ // .//10 ,
by one management ; but that, with the other two Companies unitel to it, i — . AL
the mileage would come to 1 »171 miles, a length whichit would be alinnst nh 'r / ) ﬂ /(‘ jé
beyond the power of one management to thoroughly and efliciently 1 ﬂ/%oul//lc O JMllf / 74
supervise ; e \ ";p\ .y ‘*\ \’ N\ "' Z
(2.) that the gauge of the entire Ladras Railway sy stem is &} foet; while the ' ‘“ K 2. /ow' ’ .
gauge of the entire systems allotted to the other two (,umpames will Y f _ - oy \ ‘ .. \'x wf > *% . :\ N ‘-\\
before long be 3 feet 33 inches; : 7 YN ey ~ - AP 4 : ¢
(3.) that the regions drained by \Ll Iras Railway on the one hand, and by the ' ; ’ .. / / ///ﬂj///% /F@ .
two Southern Companies on the other, are scparated by Olhde]l’% of an 0 N O VWA A > Y \

d that itis scarcely possible for their respective

5‘ o S
interests to come into collision, :7 E‘/e(/”“" ( L

it will become clear that no a\lmntue will be gained by uniting the-three ? : é / // 9/7 ﬁ‘\ ‘ R

Companies under ono man agement, One disadvantage, whwh would muduxtally . i %‘,{j’// %aﬁ//‘&#

follow from such an arrangement, is the removal of, what cxpericence has proved to i . e \, . o AN ATy j . *';,{r\‘ A RS \4”

be, the wholesome btxmulua to chicient and economical manazement, afforded by i : SEREANEEN (%/ A W \:

having within the limits ‘of the Presidency two separato and distinct Railway : ‘ - o \3 ‘

agencics. y fwo sepa ; ‘ 4, ‘ l\\* ‘a‘\\‘.\“ :\ Ly IR \\) MW Vt\

8. On the other hand, to the ama! 'zamation propased by the Government of : E e o " K i
India be tween the Great Southern of India anl tho Carnatic Railway Companies f‘i.‘ : . P - o \‘\: \ \;',n, \ \\’ ‘3\‘
no such objection can be oppaszl. Tue length of tha uaitzd  system, 613 i Aa o a / / %/ ( ' e
miles, will Jbe conveniently suited for cfficient and economical supznmon by g \. . 1 Wﬂf‘,/‘ 4 \ u(<‘
one management ; the gauge will be uniform throughout the entire system; and g SO N, :\‘ . PR \ f. 1 T R vt : "Ny L |
the districts throu«rh which the two lines pass, while separated by marked barriers i . ﬂ/‘ﬂ/u:c? (Z/)zbd-(/%fa/fu/ Vs ﬂm’W
from those which feed the Madras Railway, are so thoroughly united and inter- | ) t v‘:,, H . \§ N LT ,x\) Yyl
connected as to make it scmcc[) possible for two Companies to co-exist without [ }:% v‘-."# . YN L \ 2y, / ox N, R .
constant risk of their interests coming into eollision. ! «1__‘ /‘W” ; M /m’ lm< N’W'

9. Upon these grounds I trust that the Government will see fit to urge upon | K ‘ Y L.
His Grace the Seeretary of State the importance, I would almost say the absoluto :

necessity, of insisting upon the amalgamation between the Great Southern of India

\\ et 7-\ v =
//ﬁ\ //é’ / u/z// /@I,%m 0nu
and the Carnatie leWd) Companics as reccommended by the Government of

N “*v" & ; \ N8 / "““\
‘ - ‘ﬁ we B
India. I have only to add that, ]\eepm(r in view the interest of the State and of g /G—’—//(:ﬂ/ 7‘! M //// /I/tmf/‘zt/ %\{
the Railway sharcholders, there is'no time at which the proposed amalgamation .

could so advantageously.be carried into effect as the present. : =D\, - . ?'\ | ‘ ,1 ‘ N \\ 3 \ a‘ }\ \
" . : ,m,o@au / Mo/ gﬁ
No. 427. OrDER THEREON, 14th May 1872, No. 1,321. : . ] w%v‘, /s & AN
: : AN ‘ : :
. - ORDERED that the following letter be i '
| RAILWAY, No. 63, ,;

seiit to the Government of India :—
(Lere enter No. 1,322, dated 14th May 1872,
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,
Officiating Secretary to Government.

‘ E ; ";‘\f, g vt o \ L AN b
To the Consulting Engineer for Railways. 4 u“ ‘ 4 / \ \ / J/ }/%‘
Exi. S. T. Augustin. o ;
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